
PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
10-068-O 

ORDINANCE NO. __________ 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 50-18.1, 50-36.6 AND 
SECTION 50-41.269 OF CHAPTER 50 OF THE DULUTH CITY CODE, 
1959, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO SHORELAND STANDARDS. 

 
CITY PROPOSAL: 
The city of Duluth does ordain: 
 Section 1. That Section 50-18.1 of Chapter 50 be amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 50-18.1. Natural Resources Overlay (NR-O) (formerly Chapter 51 Water Resource Management). 

A. General. 

1. Purpose statement. 
The purpose of this overlay is to promote, preserve and enhance the water 
resources and environment within the city and protect them from adverse effects 
caused by poorly sited or incompatible development. It is intended to implement 
the Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act (WCA), federal emergency 
management agency (FEMA) rules, and the Minnesota department of natural 
resources (DNR) shoreland regulations.  In accordance with this regulatory 
framework, wetlands, flood plains and shorelands are protected by regulating 
developments that would have an adverse or potentially irreversible impact on 
unique and fragile land, by minimizing conflicts and encouraging compatibility 
between environmentally sensitive lands, and by requiring detailed review 
standards and procedures for developments proposed for such areas, thereby 
achieving a balance between urban growth and development and protection of 
natural areas; 

2. NR-O map. 
The NR-O map included in this Section contains data from the following sources: 
(a) For wetlands, there is no official wetlands map.  All lands in the city that meet 

the definition of wetlands in Article 6 are considered wetlands for the 
purposes of this Section; 

(b) For flood plains, the flood boundary and floodway map for Duluth, Minnesota, 
published with an effective date of February 1, 1980, by the U.S. department 
of housing and urban development, and all subsequent amendments thereto.  
Determinations of flood plain status on individual properties shall be made 
based on the official version of this map on file with the city; 

(c) For shorelands, boundaries shall be based on (i) waters shown as protected 
on the map and inventory of protected waters in Duluth prepared by the DNR 
commissioner pursuant to Chapter 199, Laws of Minnesota, 1979, and (ii) 
selected waters that the city has added to the commissioner's survey as 
being worthy of shoreland protection. All of these waters are shown on the 
NR-O map as currently revised as of November 19, 2010; 

(d) Where interpretation is needed as to the exact location of any boundary as 
shown on an official map, the city engineer shall make the necessary 
interpretation based on available technical data, and, in the case of flood 
plains, based particularly on elevations on the regional flood profile or 
hydraulic modeling data; 

(e) The NR-O map may be amended in the future, and any revisions shall 
become effective upon adoption of the revised NR-O map as an amendment 
to this Chapter. 
 




































































