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RESOLUTION SUPPORTING S.F. NO. 197 PERMITTING SUNDAY
LIQUOR SALES.

BY ‘C.;QUNCIJLQRsANpEst, AND HARTMAN:

WHEREAS, since 1858 Sunday liquor sales have been prohibited in the state
of Minnesota; and

WHEREAS, due to the current law, border cities such as Duluth lose
thousands of dollars in possible tax revenue generated by Sunday liquor sales to
cities like Superior, Wisconsin; and

WHEREAS, state senator Roger Reinert has introduced legislation, on file
in the Minnesota senate as S.F. No. 197, which would permit Sunday liquor sales
in Minnesota; and

WHEREAS, the'senate will hear this bill in committee on March 16, 2011;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Duluth city council hereby expresses

its support for S.F. No. 197 permitting Sunday liquor sales in Minnesota.
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: This resolution expresses support for legislation
currently on file in the Minnesota senate as S.F. No. 197 which would permit
Sunday ligquor sales.
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Sunday Sales Bill to be Heard in Senate Committee

Senator Roger Reinert’s Sunday Sales bill officially has legislative life. The bill will be
heard in the Senate Commerce Committee on Wednesday, March 16", at 10:30 a.m. The bill
would repeal Minnesota’s law prohibiting sales of liquor on Sundays. Senator Reinert will also
be appearing on Almanac this Friday, March 11", to discuss the legislation. Veteran legislators
believe that this is the first time ever that this bill has been heard before a Senate Commerce
committee.

“Minnesota’s current statutes prohibiting sale of alcohol on Sundays puts our state at a
competitive and economic disadvantage—particularly in communities that border Wisconsin,”
said Sen. Reinert. Aﬁalysts for the Distilled Spirits Council of the United States (DISCUS) found
that cross border purchases by Minnesotans account for about 3.1 percent of Wisconsin’s taxed
liquor sales.

“This hearing is the critical first step in getting the bill passed,” said Senator Reinert.
“The bill must pass the committee in order to move to a vote on the floor of the Senate.” A

companion bill in the House has been introduced and awaits a hearing.



Senator Reinert noted that the organized opposition has a full-time lobbyist working to
defeat the proposal. “There is no lobbyist for the individual citizens of Minnesota who support
the bill,” said Reinert. “If consumers want to see this change in state law they must take action.”
He encourages citizens to contact the members of the Commerce Committee and support a Yes
vote.

“This bill is about the free market, giving both businesses and consumers a choice,” Sen.
Reinert said. “Stores could still choose to be closed on Sundays, and consumers could choose not
to make a purchase. But let’s allow for the choice.”

A law change would also generate up to $10.6 million in tax revenue, according to
DISCUS analysis. Minnesota is one of only 14 states that forbids retail liquor sales on Sundays.

DISCUS also reports that shoppers tend to spend more on Sundays than on other days of
the week. And, in the important 35-to-54-year-old demographic, Sunday is the second most
important grocery shopping day of the year. More than 43 percent of the distilled spirits
consumers fall into that age category.

“Sunday liquor sale laws are remnants of a bygone era that no longer make sense in a 21%

Century world,” Sen. Reinert said.
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