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PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
13-028-O 

ORDINANCE NO. __________ 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 50 OF THE DULUTH CITY 
CODE, 1959, AS AMENDED, REGARDING SIGN REGULATIONS. 
 

CITY PROPOSAL: 

The city of Duluth does ordain: 

 Section 1. That Section 50-27 of Chapter 50 be amended as follows: 

 

50-27 SIGNS. 

50-27.1 Permit required. 

A. All signs that require a permit, as described in Section 50-27.5 (Sign types – permit 
required) must obtain a zoning permit as described in Section 50-37.13 (Zoning permit) of 
this Unified Development Chapter; 

B. When submitting a zoning permit application for a sign, the applicant must submit 
photographs and dimensions of all signs existing on the lot, including all signs that will be 
removed.  The city may request that the applicant submit photographs of all new signs 
erected on the lot after permit issuance; 

C. The applicant must sign the zoning permit application attesting to the accuracy of the 
information provided.  The city may revoke any sign permit where there has been a 
violation of the provisions of this section or misrepresentation of fact on the zoning permit 
application; 

D. All freestanding signs over seven feet in height must submit construction plans prepared 
by a design professional licensed in Minnesota that comply with the requirements of the 
Minnesota State Building Code.  

50-27.2 Enforcement. 

A. No sign permit shall be required for the types of signs shown in Table 50-27-1, but each 
such sign shall be required to comply with the provisions of this Section 50-27.  Any sign 
placed on public property or within a public right-of-way or public easement without 
authorization or without a required sign permit can be removed without notice.  Such 
signs will be held by the city for 30 days.  The owner of the sign may reclaim the sign 
within such period, subject to any fines imposed by the city.  If not reclaimed, the city may 
destroy the sign following expiration of the 30 day period; 

B. If a sign is constructed illegally, either without a required permit or in violation of this 
section or previous sign regulations, the city may serve notice to the property owner that 
such sign must be removed or the violation corrected within 30 days.  If the sign is not 
removed or the violation corrected within the 30 day period, the city may remove the sign 
at the property owner’s expense.  An extension of this 30 day period may be granted per 
Section 50-37.1.O (Appeals) of this Chapter, and must be applied for prior to expiration of 
the initial 30 day period.   

50-27.3 Design and construction standards. 

All signs constructed, erected, modified or altered must comply with the provisions of this Section and the 
requirements of the City Code.  

A. Prohibited sign location. 






























































