PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

13-028-O
ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 50 OF THE DULUTH CITY
CODE, 1959, AS AMENDED, REGARDING SIGN REGULATIONS.

CITY PROPOSAL:
The city of Duluth does ordain:

Section 1. That Section 50-27 of Chapter 50 be amended as follows:

50-27 SIGNS.

50-27.1 Permit required.

A. All signs that require a permit, as described in Section 50-27.5 (Sign types — permit
required) must obtain a zoning permit as described in Section 50-37.13 (Zoning permit) of
this Unified Development Chapter;

B. When submitting a zoning permit application for a sign, the applicant must submit
photographs and dimensions of all signs existing on the lot, including all signs that will be
removed. The city may request that the applicant submit photographs of all new signs
erected on the lot after permit issuance;

C. The applicant must sign the zoning permit application attesting to the accuracy of the
information provided. The city may revoke any sign permit where there has been a
violation of the provisions of this section or misrepresentation of fact on the zoning permit
application;

D. All freestanding signs over seven feet in height must submit construction plans prepared
by a design professional licensed in Minnesota that comply with the requirements of the
Minnesota State Building Code.

50-27.2 Enforcement.

A. No sign permit shall be required for the types of signs shown in Table 50-27-1, but each
such sign shall be required to comply with the provisions of this Section 50-27. Any sign
placed on public property or within a public right-of-way or public easement without
authorization or without a required sign permit can be removed without notice. Such
signs will be held by the city for 30 days. The owner of the sign may reclaim the sign
within such period, subject to any fines imposed by the city. If not reclaimed, the city may
destroy the sign following expiration of the 30 day period;

B. If a sign is constructed illegally, either without a required permit or in violation of this
section or previous sign regulations, the city may serve notice to the property owner that
such sign must be removed or the violation corrected within 30 days. If the sign is not
removed or the violation corrected within the 30 day period, the city may remove the sign
at the property owner’s expense. An extension of this 30 day period may be granted per
Section 50-37.1.0 (Appeals) of this Chapter, and must be applied for prior to expiration of
the initial 30 day period.

50-27.3 Design and construction standards.

All signs constructed, erected, modified or altered must comply with the provisions of this Section and the
requirements of the City Code.
A. Prohibited sign location.



1. No sign may be erected in a location that violates the Minnesota State Building
Code, Minnesota State Fire Code or other regulations;

2, No sign, other than that placed by agencies of government or a sign whose
placement is authorized by this Section or the city, may be erected in the public
right-of-way or on public property;

3. Signs located on public right-of-ways or onf/in public or private skywalks must
comply with Chapter 44A of the City Charter,

4, No sign may be erected on private property without prior consent of the property
owner,

5. No sign may be erected in violation of the view obstruction provisions of Section

50-25.2.M (Protection of site
distance) with the exception of
a freestanding pole sign, if
permitted in the district, with a
diameter no greater than one
foot and where the sign face is
mounted a minimum of eight
feet above grade. No sign can
be erected that obstructs free

General
measurement
of sign area

and clear vision of any street, o aeane racacn T b
intersection, parking lot : 51“”35"31‘%/ 32&0""{;15"95&
ingress or egress, or driveway;,

6. No sign may be erected in a

manner that obstructs access Y
to fire escapes, any ingress or
egress, or standpipes;
7. No sign may be erected on the ;
exterior of a building to cover .y ; : ' sign area for
any windows or doors; Fmr=y O ¢ g it i
8. Signs on lots adjacent to state : @ﬂg}ji %g/ seetues
or county highways shall S
conform to the respective :
setbacks and other standards
of the state and county
highway departments;

9. Freestanding monument signs T Im————————
shall not be located closer || T
¢ ‘ Sign area for
than three feet from the lot 1\\ 3 L individualletters
"nE' ‘ { * on windows

10. The supporting pole of a
freestanding pole sign shall be
setback from the lot line a
minimum of three feet, but the
sign itself may be up to the lot
line. No part of a freestanding
pole sign may encroach on a

public right-of-way; s
Sign dimension measurement method- (S
ology.
1. General measurement of sign "

area. Sign area is measured

as follows:

(a) For signs on a back-
ground, the entire area of
the framework or back-
ground of the sign is



(9)

2. General measurement of sign
height.

(@)

(b)

calculated as sign area, including any material or color forming the sign face
or background used to differentiate the sign from the structure against which
it is placed. Sign area does not include any supports or bracing, unless such
framework or bracing is part of the message or sign face;

For signs consisting of freestanding lefters or logos, the sign area is
calculated as the total area of each square, circle, rectangle or triangle, or
combination thereof, that encompasses each individual letter or logo. Sign
area does not include any supporting framework or bracing, unless such
framework or bracing is part of the message or sign face;

For awning and canopy signs, the sign area is the printed area of the awning
or canopy, calculated as the total area of each square, circle, rectangle or
triangle, or combination thereof, that encompasses each individual lefter or
logo;

Window signs printed on a transparent fim and affixed to the interior or
exterior of a windowpane are calculated as individual letters or logos,
provided that the portion of the transparent film around the perimeter of the
individual letters or logos maintains 100 percent transparency of the window.
Transparency is defined as both the ability to view into the interior of the
establishment from the outside and to view the outside from the interior of the
establishment through the same area;

The sign area of a three-dimensional, free-form or sculptural (non-planar)
sign is calculated as 50 percent of the sum of the area of the four vertical
sides of the smallest cube that will encompass the sign;

If a sign has two or more faces, the area of all faces is included in
determining the area of the sign, unless the two sign faces are placed back-
to-back and are no more than two feet apart. In such case, the sign area is
calculated as the area of one face. If the two faces are unequal in area, the
area of the larger face is
used to calculate sign area;
Necessary supports or up- (2
rights on which the sign is
erected are not included in

the sign area computation.

Pale sign height is measured
from the grade to the
uppermost point of the sign.
Grade is established by the
elevation of the back of curb
or, if no curb exists, from the
edge of pavement at the
center of the abutting street P
frontage where the sign will

be erected. The pole sign height may also be measured from the natural
slope of the lot where the sign will be erected,

Monument sign height is measured from the existing lowest point of the
ground where the monument sign is to be installed to the uppermost point of
a sign;

C. Construction standards.

Supports and braces must be designed as an integral part of the overall sign
design and hidden from public view to the extent technically feasible;

All signs attached to a building must be installed and maintained so that wall
penetrations are watertight and the structure does not exceed allowable stresses
of supporting materials;

1.

2.



3 All signs must be designed and constructed in accordance with Minnesota State
Building and Fire codes. Marquee structures must be approved by the city
engineer and building safety department;

4. Glass forming any part of a sign must be safety glass,;

5. All letters, figures, characters or representations in cut-out or irregular form,
maintained in conjunction with, attached to or superimposed upon any sign must
be safely and securely built into or attached to the sign structure,

6. Audio components are prohibited on any sign, with the exception of menuboards;

7 Any form of pyrotechnics is prohibited,;

D. Electrical wiring.

1. All electrical fixtures, devices, circuits, conduits, raceways or apparatus used to
iluminate, move or project any sign must be installed and maintained in accor-
dance with Minnesota State Building Code, including the National Electrical
Code. Electrical permits are required for sign installation in accordance with the
Minnesota State Building Code;

2 Conduits and other components of a sign illumination system must be designed
as an integral part of the overall sign structure and hidden from public view to the
extent technically feasible;

E. Permit identification.

Every sign must include an identification of the permit number and name of sign installer either
painted on the sign or by the application of a metallic sticker. The information must be visible
from the ground with the exception of signs mounted seven or more feet above grade,

F. Required landscaping.

All freestanding signs, except in lots zoned |-G and I-W, must be landscaped at the base of the
sign in accerdance with the following:

1.

Freestanding signs must be
landscaped with small shrubs a
minimum of 18 inches in height at E
planting, spaced appropriately !
based on mature height and
spread to provide continuous
screening of sign base once
shrubs have reached maturity.
The remainder of the landscape
area must be planted with peren-
nials, turf or other live ground-
cover;

Landscape must extend a
minimum of two feet from the
sign base on all sides. If this two
foot area extends into the right-
of-way, landscape is not required
within the right-of-way area. All
landscape must be maintained in
good condition, and free and
clear of rubbish and weeds.
Landscape around the base of a
sign is included in the total
amount of landscape required on
a site, if applicable;

Structural
Elements not
part of sign
design




G.

H.

3. There is no requirement regarding the mature height of landscape, though
landscape must be tailored to the scale of the sign. Landscape may be trimmed
and maintained along the sign base to maintain visibility of the sign face;

4 When a monument sign is designed as a single structure where the pediment is
constructed of similar or complimentary materials as the sign, and no structural
elements that are not related to such overall design of the sign are visible, no
landscape is required;

Required sign maintenance.

1. All signs must be maintained in a safe, neat and orderly condition and
appearance, and must be repainted or otherwise maintained by the property
owner to prevent corrosion or deterioration caused by the weather, age or any
other condition;

2. All signs must be maintained to prevent any kind of safety hazard, including
faulty sign structures, a fire hazard or an electrical shock hazard,

3. All unused sign hardware or wiring that is visible from the right-of-way must be
removed,

4, If a sign is maintained in an unsafe or insecure condition, the city will give written

notice to the property owner. |If property owner fails to remove or alter the

structure to comply with the standards of this Section, the sign may be removed

by city at the expense of the property owner. The city may remove any sign that

is an immediate peril to persons or property summarily and without notice;
Noncommercial messages.

A noncommercial message may be substituted for a commercial message on any sign permitted
by this Section.

Permit identification.

All architectural signs on a structure announcing the original or historic name of the building, year
of construction, or insignias must be maintained, and cannot be removed, altered, or covered.
Such signs are not calculated as part of any sign area or maximum number of signs permitted by
this Section.

50-27.4 lllumination standards.

The following illumination standards apply to on-premises signs. lllumination of billboards (off-premises)
are regulated separately in Section 50-27.7. Additional illumination requirements for electronic message
signs are found in Section 50-27.7.

A

Any sign illumination, including gooseneck reflectors, external illumination and internal
illumination, must be designed, located, shielded and directed to prevent the casting of
glare or direct light upon roadways and surrounding properties, or the distraction of motor
vehicle operators or pedestrians in the public right-of-way;

The sign face of internally illuminated signs must function as a filter to diffuse illumination.
The sign face must cover all internal illumination components so that no exposed bulbs
are visible;

All external illumination of a sign must concentrate the illumination upon the printed area
of the sign face;

No sign illumination may exceed one footcandle of illumination at the property line;

The use of neon lighting as a sign material or sign accent is permitted for signs within the
mixed-use, form-based and special purpose districts, with the exception of the MU-N and
MU-B districts where it is prohibited. Neon lighting is subject to the following:

1. When lit, neon lighting must be continuously illuminated. Flashing neon is
prohibited;
Z: Neon lighting cannot be combined with any reflective materials (e.g., mirrors,

polished metal, highly-glazed tiles, or other similar materials) that would cause
glare and increase the spread of light;

3. Neon lighting to outline doors and windows is prohibited,

The use of LED lighting as a sign accent is permitted, subject to the following:



50-27.5

1. LED lighting as an accent is only permitted for non-residential uses in the mixed-
use, form-based and special purpose districts where electronic message center
signs are permitted. LED accent lighting is prohibited in any residential district;

2. LED lighting as an accent must comply with all illumination requirements of an
electronic message center sign;

3. The addition of LED lighting as an accent to an existing sign requires a zoning
permit;

4, When lit, LED lighting must be continuously illuminated. Flashing LED is
prohibited,;

5. LED lighting cannot be combined with any reflective materials (e.g., mirrors,

polished metal, highly-glazed tiles, or other similar materials) that would cause
glare and increase the spread of light;

6. LED lighting to billboards, free standing monument signs, outline doors, windows,
and automobile and filing station gas canopies is prohibited,;
7. LED lighting to outline free standing pole signs is allowed but lighting must

conform to the same brightness standards as electronic message centers as
identified in UDC Section 50-27.7.G.

Prohibited signs.

The following signs are prohibited:

M mooO w2

AT ITO®

Balloon and air-infused/air-inflated signs;

Electronic display screens;

Flashing or animated signs;

lllegally-affixed signs;

Moving signs, including signs moved by wind or mechanical or electrical components.

No sign or part of any sign shall move or give the illusion of movement in any manner.

Clocks and barber poles are exempt from this provision;

Portable signs. Portable signs include both signs mounted on a wheeled structure and

those mounted on a stationary structure that can be moved and is not permanently

installed on a site;

Roof signs;

Snipe signs;

Strobe lights, moving or fixed spotlights, and floodlights;

Temporary off-premises signs;

Traffic hazard signs. Any sign that constitutes a traffic hazard is prohibited, including

signs that:

1. Interfere with, obstruct the view of, or may be confused with any authorized traffic
sign, signal or device because of its position, shape or color, including signs
illuminated in red, green or amber color to resemble a traffic signal;

2. Make use of the words STOP, LOOK, DETOUR, DANGER, CAUTION,
WARNING or any other word, phrase, symbol or character in a manner that
misleads, interferes with or confuses traffic;

Vehicle signs. Signs placed or painted on parked vehicles where the primary purpose is
to advertise a product or service, or to direct the public to a business or activity located
on or off the premises, are prohibited. Signs painted on vehicles, trucks or buses, which
are being operated and stored in the normal course of business, such as signs located on
delivery trucks, promotional vehicles, moving vans and rental trucks, are permitted,
provided that the primary purpose of such vehicles is not the display of signs, and that
they are parked or stored in areas related to their use as vehicles. Vehicle for-sale signs
are exempt from this provision.

50-27.6 Signs and activities exempt from permit requirements.

A

Alternation and maintenance operations.

The following activities are exempt from a zoning permit:

1 Painting, repainting, cleaning, and/or other normal maintenance and repair of a



B.

sign, not involving structural alterations or changes in the electrical components

of the sign.

exempt from sign permit requirements;
2. Changing of the message of an existing changeable message sign or electronic

message sign;

Repairs to existing permitted illumination components are also

3. Changing the sign face within an existing legal sign structure, provided no
alterations are made to the sign structure and the sign area, sign height or any
other dimension of the sign;

Illumination.

No exempt sign may be illuminated, except for the following:
1. Uplighting of official federal, state, county or city flags;
2 Lighting of official federal, state, county or city government signs as needed by

the government body;

C.

Exempt permanent signs.

This Section describes the types of permanent signs that are allowed without a zoning permit. All
Exempt permanent
signs are subject to the regulations of Table 50-27-1: Exempt Permanent Sign

exempt signs must comply with all the regulations of this section.

Regulations.

TABLE 50-27-1: EXEMPT PERMANENT SIGN REGULATIONS

MAXIMUM
HEIGHT REQUIRED
(FREE- SETBACK OR
STAND- LOCATION
PERMITTED PERMITTED ING (FREESTAND NUMBER
DISTRICT OR USE SIGN TYPE SIGNS) ING SIGNS) PER LOT
RC, RR-
1'2R0|32: 20’ from front | ger
Agrlcluilturgl _ All agricultural uses Freestanding or 6 lot line & 10 < irogt
Identification Sign wall Al oth from any o taNE
LELSE other lot line 9
districts:
6 sf
Bed and Breakfast Bed and breakfast | Freestanding or |, 7 Sfromany | 4 oot
uses wall lot line
Within £ por
Building Directory Sign | Al multi- family & | Freestandingor | = ¢ 7 10° of building
non-residential uses wall building it
entry i
; . Wall or non- ,
Day Care Facility Resud,antllal ZON€ | jjluminated lawn 6 sf 7 g fomany 1 per lot
districts sign lot line
QIFQGHQ-HGI—SI-Q-H——QGFHH-Q j i Au_pa.pkmg_lg ts-and . , f .
Lok sk Freestanding 4-sf ra C-fo i Ne-tmit
Flagpsle
liemi
Flags — Federal, State or All districts and ; T Bioisiiiing 5 from any 5
Leaal Binio Freestanding | No Limit hagk_;t_ef ot line No limit
zoning
district-No
Limit
Flagpole
limited to
3 ; All non-residential ; maximum 5' from any
Flags — Commercial . Freestanding 16 sf height of ISElifs 1 per lot
zoning
district




TABLE 50-27-1: EXEMPT PERMANENT SIGN REGULATIONS

Government Information

PERMITTED
DISTRICT OR USE

PERMITTED
SIGN TYPE

MAXIMUM
HEIGHT

(FREE-
STAND-
ING
SIGNS)

REQUIRED
SETBACK OR
LOCATION
(FREESTAND
ING SIGNS)

NUMBER
PER LOT

Sign (Federal, State All districts & | Freestanding o | )iyt | No Limit No Limit | No Limit
o ' uses wall
County or City)
All residential Wffgé;‘;g’:;:]"g‘”
i : dwelling uses | ; ; ' 5 from any
Home Occupation Sign and permitted |nclug:1ngrﬁgrenimg 4 sf 4 lat lins 1 per lot
accessory uses lightposts
5
- . 6sf Limited to ;
Memorial Plaque All districts and Freestanding or no e 5 |fron_1 any 1 per lot
uses wall limit heirt of zoning ot line
district
Al districts and (Not (Not
Nameplate GEES Wall 4 sf Applicable) | Applicable) 1 per lot
Parking Lot Directional All parking lots and ; ; 0’ from any .
Sign structures Freestanding ag L lot line el
Parking Lot Information All parking lots and| Freestanding or| 1gsf g 12’ 0’ from any igcgg
Sign structures wall = lot line point
Property Identification All multi-family (Not (Not
Sign residential uses Yl 4sf | applicable) | Applicable) | ' PeTiot
The following uses:
All educational
facilities; cemetery _
Public Information Sign | _Of Mausoleum; | Freestanding or 1 o it | No Limit No Limit | No Limit
museum, library or wall
art gallery; park,
playground or forest
reserve
All districts. K-12
public and private
Public Information School | schools. Only to s
and Field Identification identify name of Nonlllum!naled No No Limit No Limit No Limit
; : wall sign Limit
Sign school, recreation
field, or athletic
team.
Temp-
orary &
perm-
anent
signs
{com-
. . All non- . bined) (Not : (Not
Permanent Window Sign rasidanitial uses Window i applicable) (Not applicable applicable)
limited
to 30%
cover-
age of
each
window




TABLE 50-27-1: EXEMPT PERMANENT SIGN REGULATIONS

MAXIMUM
HEIGHT REQUIRED
(FREE- SETBACK OR
MAXI- STAND- LOCATION
PERMITTED PERMITTED MUM ING (FREESTAND NUMBER
DISTRICT OR USE SIGN TYPE SIZE SIGNS) ING SIGNS) PER LOT
20% of
sign
area of
free-
Must be stand-
Time and Temperature Al non- '”‘egrrif;z‘:y'"“’ iy (Not (Not sl
Sign (Electronic) residential uses freestanding or e Applicable) Applicable)
wall sign or if
stand-
alone
sign, 6
sf
D. Exempt temporary signs.

This Section describes the types of temporary signs that are allowed without a zoning permit. Al
exempt signs must comply with all the regulations of this Section.
1. Exempt temporary signs are subject to the display periods in Table 50-27-2:
Permitted Display Period.

50-27-2: EXEMPT TEMPORARY SIGN PERMITTED DISPLAY PERIOD
PERMITTED DISPLAY PERIOD
When related to a time-specific event. Combined display period of 14 days prior to the

g ; event, the time period of the event and 2 days following the event
g“e."""“ Beting When not related to a time-specific event. 10 days
evice hgml}ed to no more than 4 display periods in a year, with a minimum of 30 days betweer
isplays

When related to a time-specific event: Combined display period of 14 days prior to the

event, the time period of the event and 2 days following the event

Banner (General) When not related to a time-specific event: 30 days

ld_jmi}ed to no more than 4 display periods in a year, with a minimum of 30 days between
isplays

Limited to no more than 4 display periods in a year for a total aggregate display time of 20

days per year

Erected only after approval of a building permit and must be removed within 7 days of

issuance of an occupancy permit or completion of construction, whichever occurs first

. General: No display period limitation

Non-Commercial Election; Signs of any size related to an election or referendum may be posted in any
Message Sign number from 46 days before the state primary in a state general election year until 10 days
following the state general election

All real estate signs may only be erected on the specific property offered for sale or lease of

the property holding an open house

Real Estate Sign Real estaté for sale/lease signs: Posted for the duration the property is offered for sale of
lease, and must be removed within 7 days of closing or lease

Real estate open house signs: On!'y during the day of the open house and must be

removed within 2 hours of the end of the event

Temporary Window No-display-period-imitation-Limited to no more than 4 display periods in a year for a total
Sign aggregate display time of 60 days per year

Community Event Sign

Construction Sign

2. Exempt temporary signs are subject to the regulations of Table 50-27-3: Exempt
Temporary Sign Regulations.



TABLE 50-27-3: EXEMPT TEMPORARY SIGN REGULATIONS

REQUIRED
MAXIMUM SETBACK OR
HEIGHT LOCATION
PERMITTED PERMITTED (FREESTAND- (FREESTANDING NUMBER PER
DISTRICT ORUSE SIGNTYPE MAXIMUM SIZE ING SIGNS) SIGNS) LOT
Attention-Getting | Nonresidential | kroestandi 10sf 6 10’ from any lot 1 per lot
Device uses in MU-C - line P
Non-residential Wall or (Not ;
Banner (general) \See retaining wall 32sf applicable) (Not applicable) 1 per lot
Community Event | All districts and | Freestanding ; 10" from any lot
Sian uSes orveall 10sf 6 it 1 per lot
; ; All districts and | Freestanding : 10’ from any lot | 50sf total per
Construction Sign i Sr el 50sf 6 line YO | street frontage
. i et Freestanding,
Non-Commerdial | All districts and | ™ wail or No limit No limit No limit No limit
essage sign uses retaining wall
Residential
. All districts and | Freestanding | Districts: 4sf ) 10° from any lot | 1 per street
Real Estate Sign Lses or wall All Other 5 line rontage
Districts: 12sf
Temporary &
permanent
Temporary All nonresidential Window (comziiar:j) are (Not (Not applicable) SNOth \
: ! uses 3 applicable
Window Sign limited to 30% applicable) PP
coverage of
each window
Wall Sign
Projecting H
Freestanding Sign u : ;
Pole Sign Awning Sign
T T I T T I T I T T I T T T
Canopy Sign
Window
Sign
Freestanding A-Frame
Monument Sign sign

|

Figure 50-27.6-A: Examples of Common Sign Types.
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50-27.7 Sign types.

A. General regulation.

The following types of signs require a zoning permit before they can be erected on a site. Table
50-27-4: Sign Types — Permit Required: District and Use Permissions describes which sign types
are permitted in each district. In many districts, multiple sign types for the same development may
be permitted.

TABLE 50-27-4: SIGN TYPES — PERMIT REQUIRED: DISTRICT AND USE PERMISSIONS

KEY (REFERENCE TABLE 50-19.8 FOR USES)
1 : Residential Uses 3. Commercial Uses
1A: Multi-Family Dwelling Only 4: Industrial Uses
2 : Public, Institutional and Civic Uses
NOTE: Accessory uses are subject to the home occupation sign standards
A-Frame
Sign 313 3(3(3(3(3(3[3[3|3|3]3
1A 1A| 1A 1A 1A| 1A 1A[1A[1A| 1A 1A| 1A| 1A[1A[1A| 1A 1A[1A[1A| 1A 1A 1A ] 1A
Awning 2121212121222 212|2(2|2|2(222|2|2|2]|2|2]|2
3131312313131 3[3[3[31:3[3133 13133 |3[F:3[3]31.3
4144414414144 |4|4|4/4|14[4|4[4|4|4]|4[4|4 |4
Banner -
Exhibition 2121222122222 |2|2|2|2|2(2|2|2|2|2|2|2|2]|2
Billboard 1 ﬁ 3 3 2
1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A[1A[1A| 1A 1A| 1A
Canopy 212121212122 |2121212121212|12|12|2(2|2|2|212|:2 2
313 3183]313(3|13[1313[3|3]131313[313|3|33]|3]:3]|.3
4144|4444 |4|4|4|4[4|4|4[4[4|14|4]4|14|4[4]|4
Electronic 2121212 2021212122121 21212
Message | 2| 2|2|2|2]|2 2 2122
Bion i s|dl%2 =8 3/alz|a(ald|5lalz
Freestand- 2122 Ziz|2l2|12121212|2|21Z2]|2|2
ingSigne~| 2| 212|222 |3|3|3[2|3|3|313[3|3[3|313[3]|3[3[3]2
Pole 41 4| 4 4141414444 |4|4|4]4|4]| 4
1{1(1)1)1f{1f{1)1f1j1{1(11)1j111]1
e il 1222l 2lglelz 21202 (2|2|2l2]2| 2|3
Nonumient | < | 2 2121212131331 3[3[31313[3[3[3|3[3|3|3|3|3
4141414444444 |4|4|4|14[4/4|4
Marquee 313 313 3 313
Menuboardl 3132 |3|3|3|3|3|3|3|3|3|3|3|3|3|3|3|3|3(3[3|3|3|3
Projecting 3131313131313 (3|3[3(3[3[3[3|3[3]3
Sign 414|444/ 4|414]4|14|4|4|4/4|4|4]|4
Scoreboard 2 | 2| 2|2 |2 |2|2|2|2|2|2|2|2|2|2|2|2|2|2|2|2|2]|2]|2
] 2121212222222 |22|2|2|2|22|2]|2|2|2]|2]|2
WallSign | 33313313313 (31313[3|3[3[3[3|3]3[3|3[313[3]|2
414|14|/4|4|14|14|4]414]4]414]4[4|4]4]14]4]14]14[4]|4

1 Billboards are permitted on any lot within the noted districts, whether developed or undeveloped, unless such lot is
developed for a one-family or two-family dwelling.

2 Filling station uses in any district are permitted to display fuel prices by an electronic message component, and are
subject to the restrictions of that section. Electronic message signs are not allowed in the Historic Canal Park area as
identified in UDC Section 50-27.9.C

3”M9HHWWGW&M@WMW isting-nonconformities-within-districts-that
contain-drive-through-facilities -menuboards-are-permitted-for-the-drive-through-use-until-such-time-as-the-structure-is
demolished:
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B. A-frame signs.
A-frame signs are permitted as indicated in Table 50-27-4, subject to the following regulations.

1. A-frame signs are limited to six square feet in area per side and four feet in
height. The use of A-frame signs is limited to business hours only, and may not
be displayed for more than 16 hours in a 24 hour period. Signs must be stored
indoors at all other times.

4. An A-frame sign must be placed on the property where the business is located,
and within ten feet of the primary entrance of the business or on the right-of-way
in front of property. A-frame signs must provide an unobstructed sidewalk width
of at least five feet for pedestrian passage and must not interfere with pedestrian
traffic or violate standards of accessibility as required by the ADA or other
accessibility codes.

5. The permit applicant must provide and maintain in force a certificate of
insurance, in a form approved by the city, that evidences that the applicant has in
force insurance in the minimum amounts required by the city for bodily injuries or
property damage in any one year protecting such person or organization and the
City against liability for injuries or damages resulting from the placement of such
objects or materials in the public right-of-way. Proof of insurance must be
renewed on an annual basis.

(I g
st

|

/ square feet in
- | area per side

4’ max.

|
1 |
| mitedtos |
L |
. height :

C. Awning.

Awnings without printing, with the exception of a street address number (number only), are
considered an architectural feature and are not regulated by this Section. This Section regulates
awning signs, which are used to identify a use by name or logo, the goods or services offered on-
site, and similar sign information. Awning signs are permitted as indicated in Table 50-27-4,
subject to the following regulations:
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Awning signs must maintain a minimum vertical clearance of seven feet six
inches (7’ 6");

Awning signs must be located a minimum of 18 inches from the back of curb;
Awning signs must comply with Minnesota State Building and Fire codes, includ-
ing provisions for encroachment into the public right-of-way, structural require-
ments, sprinkler protections and similar regulations;

Awning signs must be made of a durable, weather-resistant material like canvas,
canvas-like material, nylon, vinyl-coated fabric or metal;

Printing on any awning sign is limited to 30 percent of the surface area;

Awning signs are permitted lettering attached to and located above the top of a
solid awning to a maximum height of 24 inches;

Awning signs may illuminate the printed area of the awning with gooseneck or
similar external illumination. Back-lit awnings are prohibited;

Under-awning signs are permit- A L et I 1 R0

ted subject to the following: S e R _'f -

¥ x ede T = _!

(a) Under-awning signs must be ~  /TTe-ol S (e
attached to the underside of -/, =~ TTTTe—o___ P
an awning. Under-awning “é-ﬁrf_k_ : 2 \"\J

. . W e o= iﬂ./& y \P’—’,
signs must not project be Pining imifed fo 3% B A
of awning suface =< i I - —. I |

yond the awning;

(b) Under-awning signs must
maintain a minimum vertical
clearance of seven feet;

{c) A maximum of one under-
awning sign is permitted per
business establishment with - 03
frontage on the street where " -~ [ '
the awning is mounted; “et I [l

(d) Each under awning sign is -7 ([ I/ N
limited to a maximum of six *° ) s8I 905, gy gy
square feet; o L1 e v 1 '

(e) Under-awning signs must be l | s |
securely fixed to the awning " Gl || ccowcwingpamnedion mas

abova awning parmitted to a max.

with metal supports; ‘ e Ll
(f) Under-awning signs must be T4 Rl '
made of wood, metal or : ——
plastic; et T
e 4
o g f
ﬁ/ — T

| | square feet for
f !i under-anwning signs

l I i
o

11
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D. Exhibition banners.
Exhibition banners are intended to be used in conjunction with a special exhibit for an educational
facility, government building, museum, library or art gallery, or religious assembly. Exhibition

banners are permitted for events and exhibitions as indicated in Table 50-27-4, subject to the
following regulations:

1.

Each use is permitted up to six exhibition banners during one display period.
The display period is defined as the combined period of 30 days prior to the
opening of the exhibit, the run of the exhibit, and for 14 days following the close
of the exhibit. In_no event may the display of exhibition banners exceed four
months in any calendar year;

Exhibition banners must

be made of a durable, T
weather-resistant mater- s
ial like canvas, nylon or
vinyl-coated fabric;

Each exhibition banner is
limited to a maximum
sign area of 200 square
feet;

Exhibition banners must
be securely and tautly
attached to the wall of the
structure and no exhibi-
tion banner may be located higher than the roofline;

Maximum banner size

U

{DINOSAL

E. Billboard.
The following types of signs require a zoning permit before they can be erected on a site;

1.

Billboards are permitted as indicated in Table 50-27-4 subject to the following
regulations. However, billboards are only permitted in the MU-B and |-G districts
with the use of an exception credit (Section 50-38.7). Billboards are also further
restricted by the requirements of Minnesota State Statute Section 173.08,
Subdivision 2, as
amended from time to

Max. area of
700 square feet

time;

The maximum sign area isishennliboall

for a billboard is 700 [| 25 mox. heignt

square feet; — a l

Billboards adjacent to — ~ B == =

on-grade roadways are

limited to a maximum -

height of 25 feet. Aty |

Billboards adjacent to ‘

grade separated/elevat- | 1] 25" meo. helont T T

ed roadways are permit- ~— - T S

ted to measure the 25 foot height from the roadbed crown to the tallest projection

of the structure. This measurement is taken at a perpendicular angle between

the grade separated/elevated roadway and the sign location;

Billboards may only be mounted as freestanding pole signs. However, when an

exception credit is used, billboards may be wall-mounted and are limited to the

wall sign area allowed for that district;

Billboards are required to be spaced 500 feet apart, subject to the following:

(a) Billboards located along Interstate Highway No. 35 and Interstate Highway
No. 535 must be spaced 800 feet apart, unless erected under an exception
credit in which case only the 500 foot spacing is required,

(b) Spacing is measured along the nearest edge of the right-of-way pavement to
which the billboard is displayed and between points directly opposite the
center of the billboard;

14



(c) Spacing requirements apply only to billboards located on the same side of
the same highway.

(d) Multi-faced or back-to-back billboards, up to a maximum of a five foot
separation between sign faces, are considered one billboard;

Billboards must be
spaced a minimum of

Electronic billboards are permitted only in the MU-C, MU-B, and |-G districts.

Electronic billboards are subject to the following regulations:

(a) An electronic billboard may only be erected if one of the following criteria is
met:

() The electronic billboard is constructed using exception credits. The
number of exception credits, in square footage, must equal three times
the square footage of the electronic billboard to be constructed;

(i) Nonconforming billboards of a total square footage are removed in an
amount equal to three times the square footage of the electronic
billboard to be constructed,

(b) Each message displayed on an electronic billboard must be static or depicted
for a minimum of eight seconds. Any scrolling, flashing or movement of the
message is prohibited;

(c) The maximum brightness of an electronic billboard is limited to 5,000 nits or
464 candelas per square foot during daylight hours, and 500 nits or 46
candelas per square foot between dusk to dawn. The billboard must have an
automatic dimmer control that produces a distinct illumination change from a
higher allowed illumination level to a lower allowed level for the time period
between one-half hour before sunset and one-half hour after sunrise;

No off-premises sign or billboard in excess of 60 square feet shall be erected or

maintained in any area shown on the maps in Exhibit 50-27.8-1.

15



.‘l“

M 1 N N E B O T A

Scenic Areas Map 1 of 3 £33
0 025 05 1 2 DULUTH

1.5

['4
g
2
g
5
;
;
8
g
R
:
!
%
g
z
s
8
8
:
g
8
&
2
§
2
§
&
i

Exhibit 50-27.8-1

1 Municipal Boundary

I-_I
=

o= Skyline Parkway

[ Scenic Area

16




Ll

Vv L O S 3 NNI W “HNQUA annQ Jo A B2IN0S 00T '8 RGWIIBQ ‘UOISIAIQ BUILRI WNING JO A An namdata “eanr tmail Audrifioinnid i

EHD\HDQ mm__s_m._. 1-8722-0S HqIyx3 — Aiepunog lediouniy [

2 S0 S0 0 : galy o1udg [
[EagossR R IRy e

de\ sealy 21uadg \ZNY femyieg SUIAYS =
'ﬂ-‘.—mﬁ €joc !
(]

puaba




8l

"HNQUIN "@ning Jo A1 33N0S 00T '8 SFqWa03q 'voisiag Buuueld wining jo Ay Aq paredald "g0oz umoy Aydeiboloyd jeusy == Y
Aepunog [edonpy ]
i1 S0 sT0 0

N e

mr._.LD\HDQ 5 L 1-8°22-0S ¥qiyx3 2’ ealyousog [

jJo ¢ dejy sealy o1UdIS @ Remvted sullfys -
pusba

TR

‘ T e -
‘ -%F.nnnmwﬁt.- |

1 ; g

S M TS ES
2 4




Canopy.

Canopies without printing, with the exception of a street address number (number only), are

considered an architectural feature and are not regulated by this Section.

This Section

regulates canopy signs, which are used to identify a use by name or logo, the goods or

services offered on-site, and similar sign information.
indicated in Table 50-27-4 subject to the following regulations:
1.

Canopy signs must maintain
a minimum vertical clear-
ance of seven feet six
inches (7' 6");

Canopy signs must be
located at least 18 inches
from the back of curb.
Support posts must main-
tain a minimum separation
of five feet between posts
and between the posts and
any building wall. No ob-
structions are permitted
within this area;

Canopy signs must comply
with Minnesota State Build-
ing and Fire  codes,
including  provisions  for
encroachment into  the
public right-of-way, struct-
ural requirements, sprinkler
protections and  similar
regulations;

Canopy signs must be
made of a durable, weather-
resistant material like can-
vas, canvas-like material,
nylon, vinyl-coated fabric or
metal;

Printing on any canopy sign
is limited to 30 percent of
the surface area;

Canopies may include
underside, external illumina-
tion;

Under-canopy signs are
permitted subject to the
following:

b ,‘;.' e
Pﬂni’l[g lirmited to 30%

of opy surface
areqa) |

l
‘ | Maximum of &
|~ square feet for

Canopy signs are permitted as

(a) Under-canopy signs must be attached to the underside of a canopy. Under-

canopy signs must not project beyond the canopy;

(b) Under-awning signs must maintain a minimum vertical clearance of seven

feet;

(c) A maximum of one under-canopy sign is permitted;
(d) Each under-canopy sign is limited to a maximum of six square feet;

(e) Under-canopy signs must be securely fixed to the awning with metal

supports;

(f) Under-awning canopy must be made of wood, metal or plastic;

G. Electronic message sign.
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Electronic message signs are permitted as indicated in Table 50-27-4 subject to the following
regulations. However, all filling stations in any district are permitted to display fuel prices by an
electronic message component. Such component must only display numerical fuel prices and
must be static.

1. Only one electronic message sign per lot is permitted,;

2. Each message or image displayed on an electronic message sign must be static
or depicted for a minimum of eight seconds. Any scrolling, flashing or movement
of the message is prohibited;

3. The maximum brightness of an electronic message sign is limited to 5,000 nits or
464 candelas per square foot during daylight hours, and 500 nits or 46 candelas
per square foot between dusk to dawn. The sign must have an automatic
dimmer control that produces a distinct illumination change from a higher allowed
illumination level to a lower allowed level for the time period between one-half
hour before sunset and one-half hour after sunrise;

4, Electronic message signs are permitted as part of a freestanding sign, wall sign
or marquee and, in addition, are subject to the requirements for those sign types;
5. Electronic message signs must be integrated into the larger sign structure and

must include the name of the use as a non-electronic component as part of the
sign structure. Electronic message signs are limited to a maximum of 60 percent
of the sign area of a freestanding or wall sign;

6. Electronic message signs cannot display any off-premises commercial
advertising;
7. Electronic display screens are prohibited,
H. Freestanding signs-pole and monument.

Freestanding signs are permitted as indicated in
Table 50-27-4, subject to the following
regulations:

1. Freestanding sign maximum
height and sign areas are as
indicated in Table 50-27-5.
Free standing signs must be
constructed of solid or
composite finished wood, metal,
masonry, neon, glass, or non-
woven plastic. —

2 Only one freestanding sign, i
either pole or monument, is permitted per street frontage of a lot. For each
additional 200 feet of street frontage, above an initial 200 feet of frontage, an
additional freestanding sign, either pole or monument, is permitted, up to a
maximum of three freestanding signs;

3. All freestanding signs over seven feet in height must submit construction plans
prepared by a design professional
licensed in Minnesota that comply
with the requirements of the
Minnesota State Building Code;

4, No part of a freestanding sign may
project into, over or otherwise
encroach on a public right-of-way;

5. A freestanding pole sign must
maintain  a minimum vertical
clearance of eight feet. When the
pole structure of a freestanding
pole sign is wrapped in any decorative material, the decorative pole wrapping
must be permanently installed. Decorative wrapping shall not be closer than
three feet to the property line, and shall not be wider than 25 percent of the sign
face. No temporary signs may be attached to the pole of a freestanding pole

See table for

-
|
|
I maximum heights
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sign;

6. Freestanding monument signs may be internally or externally illuminated. If
externally illuminated, all light must be directed onto the sign face. Freestanding
pole signs may only be internally illuminated.

TABLE 50-27-5: FREESTANDING SIGN REGULATIONS

DISTRICT SIGN AREA POLE SIGN MONUMENT SIGN
Maximum Sign Area Maximum Sign Height | Maximum Sign Height
(Square Feet) (Feet) (Feet)
R-C 42 sf 17 6
RR-1 42 sf 17 6
RR-2 42 sf 17 6
R-1 42 sf 17 6
R-2 42 sf 17 6
R-P 42 sf 17 6
MU-N 42 sf 17 6
MU-C* 60 sf 25 8
MuU-I* 50 sf 25 8
MuU-B* 50 sf (Monument) Prohibited 8
MU-W* 50 sf 20 6
MU-P* 60 sf 25 8
F-1 42 sf 17 6
F-2 42 sf 17 6
F-3 42 sf 17 6
F-4 42 sf 17 6
F-5 42 sf 17 6
F-6 42 sf 17 6
F-7 42 sf 17 6
F-8 42 sf 15 6
F-9 60 sf 25 8
I-G* 60 sf 25 8
1-W* 60 sf 25 8
P-1 42 sf 17 6
*Free Standing Pole and Monuments Signs in the MU-I, MU-B and MU-W zones are allowed a maximum of 50
square feet. However, for sites with lot frontage that exceeds 250 lineal feet, the maximum size area of the sign
may equal up to 20 percent of the lineal street frontage on the street nearest the sign, up to a maximum sign
area of 100 square feet.
*Free Standing Pole and Monument Signs in the MU-C, MU-P, |-G, and I-W zones are allowed a maximum of
60 square feet. However, for sites with lot frontage that exceeds 300 lineal feet, the maximum size area of the
sign may equal up to 20 percent of the lineal street frontage on the street nearest the sign, up to a maximum
sign area of 150 square feet.
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1. Marquee.
Marquees are permitted as indicated in Table 50-27-4, subject to the following regulations:

1.

Marquees must be support-
ed solely by the building to
which they are attached.
No exterior columns or
posts are permitted as
supports;

No marquee may be erect-
ed on any building or other
structure of wood frame
construction;

The roof of a marquee may
not he wused for any
purpose other than to form
and constitute a roof and
must be constructed of
noncombustible material;
Water from the roofs of a
marquee may not drain,
drip or flow onto the surface
of a public sidewalk.
Sufficient downspouts,
drains and gutters must be
installed as part of each
marquee to prevent water
from the roof of the
marguee from flowing onto

the roof of a marquee =
is permitted to a
mcm‘rpum height of 24

| Marquees
be erected overa
~|building entrance, ||
| and are limited to 1
| the width of the
!!— building entrance.
An additional 5" on
each side of the

|

entrance docrs is
permitted.

the surface of a public sidewalk;

Marquees must be erected over a building entrance and are limited to the width
of the building entrance. An additional five feet on each side of the entrance
doors covered by the marquee is permitted;

All marquees must maintain a minimum vertical clearance of eight feet and the
roof of the marquee structure must be erected below the second floor window sill.
Marquees may encroach up to 18 inches from the back of curb;

Marquees are permitted lettering attached to and located above the roof of a
marquee to a maximum height of 24 inches;

Marquees may be internally illuminated. External lllumination is prohibited

22



K. Projecting signs.
Projecting signs are permitted as indicated in
Table 50-27-4, subject to the following regulations:

1.

2.

Projecting sign maximum area is
as indicated in Table 50-27-6;
One projecting sign is permitted
per establishment with frontage
on a street. For a corner lot, one
projecting sign is permitted for
each street frontage. Projecting
signs must be above or adjacent
to the building entrance or, if a
corner lot, the corner of the
building;

Projecting signs may not project
more than six feet from the face of
the building to which they are
attached, including the area
between the sign and the face of
the building;

Projecting signs must maintain a
minimum vertical clearance of
eight feet. No projecting sign
affixed to a building may project
higher than the building height,
including the sign support struc-
ture;

Projecting signs, including frames,
braces, and supports, must be
designed by a licensed structural
engineer or manufacturer.  No
projecting sign may be secured
with wire, chains, strips of wood or
nails nor may any projecting sign
be hung or secured to any other

TABLE 50-27-6: PROJECTING SIGN

REGULATIONS
DISTRICT MAXIMUM AREA
R-C Prohibited
RR-1 Prohibited
RR-2 Prohibited
R-1 Prohibited
R-2 Prohibited
R-P Prohibited
MU-N 36sf
MuU-C 48sf
MU-I 48sf
MU-B 48sf
MU-w 36sf
MU-P 48sf
F-1 36sf
F-2 36sf
F-3 36sf
F-4 36sf
F-5 36sf
F-6 36sf
F-7 36sf
F-8 48sf
F-9 48sf
-G 48sf
I-wW 48sf
P-1 Prohibited

sign. Any movable part of a projecting sign, such as the cover of a service

opening, must  be
securely fastened by
chains or hinges;

Projecting signs must be
constructed of wood,
metal, durable, weather-
resistant material like
canvas, canvas-like

Ny

: ) T g Mimimumn |
material, nylon or vinyl- + - Vatfical Clearance




coated fabric, or plastic. Projecting signs constructed of material must be
mounted so that they are held taut between support posts;

Projecting signs may be internally or externally illuminated. If externally
illuminated, all lighting must be directed onto the sign face from above;

Maximum projecting sign areas are provided in Table 50-27-6. Projecting Sign
Regulations;

Projecting signs errected on properties within the Entertainment District and
Historical Canal Park are subject to additional requirements as provided in
50-27.8;

L. Scoreboard and ouffield signs.

1.

6.

Scoreboards and outfield signs

are permitted as indicated in

Table 50-27-4, subject to the

following regulations. Such signs 25° Mairnum
are further restricted to recreation- e
al playing fields only;

Scoreboards must be constructed
as a freestanding pole sign, no
more than 300 square feet in sign
area and 25 feet in height;

The score-keeping portion of the
scoreboard may utilize an elec-
tronic message component;

If the scoreboard cannot be
viewed from any adjacent right-of-
way as measured along 500 foot
sight lines from the scoreboard,
up to 30 percent of the sign area
may be used for off-premises
advertising. If the scoreboard can
be viewed from any adjacent right-
of-way, up to 25 percent of the sign area may be used for off-premises
advertising;

There is no limit on the number of outfield advertising signs so long as no such
signs are visible from an adjacent right-of-way. No permit is required for outfield
advertising signs;

Scoreboards and outfield signs that are part of a sports stadium as a principal
use are considered part of the structure and not subject to these standards;

Maximum area of
300 square feet

M. Wall signs.
Wall signs are permitted as indicated in Table 50-27-4, subject to the following regulations.

The maximum size of a wall
sign is established at two
square feet per linear foot of
building fagade where the
wall sign will be mounted or
40 square feet, whichever is

greater;

In addition, any structure 0 (2) square festpar B

over seven stories in height L foradewnerotme ™ EERHIRSY S|

is permitted one additional iyl 6 | AWl | |
wall sign per fagade to ot A1 (AL ==
identify the building, that R i

must be placed within the top S A R R

20 feet of the structure and cannot not cover any fenestration or architectural
features. The maximum size is established at two square feet per linear foot of
building facade, measured at the roof line, where the wall sign will be mounted;
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Wall signs may be internally or externally illuminated. If externally illuminated, all
light must be directed onto the sign face from above;

Wall signs must be safely and securely attached to the building wall. Wall signs
must be affixed flat against the wall and must not project more than 18 inches
from the building wall;

If a wall sign projects more than two inches from the surface, a minimum vertical
clearance of eight feet is required,

No wall sign mounted on a structure may project above the roof of the structure
to which it is attached, including the sign support structure. Wall signs may be
mounted on a parapet wall when such parapet is consistent with the architectural
design of the structure and/or the larger development, and such parapet wall is
constructed of the same primary building materials as the structure, excluding
any accent materials. When attached to a parapet wall, wall signs may not
project more than eight feet above the roof of the structure, or 15 feet above the
roof of the structure on properties zoned MU-C;

Wall signs must be constructed of wood, brick, metal

wall—Wall signs of durable, weather-resistant material like canvas, canvas-like
material, nylon or vinyl-coated fabric are also permitted but the signs must be
held taught to the building with no sags or wrinkles and the mounting devices
must be concealed by a frame that covers the entire perimeter of the banner.
Wall signs must not cover windows, doors or architectural features. However,
wall signs are permitted on architectural appurtenances, such as chimneys or
penthouses, which are part of the original
structure;

Ghost signs are considered wall signs.
Existing ghost signs are exempt from
these requirements and deemed confor-
ming. Ghost signs may be maintained
and repainted but no new information or
images may be added to the existing
sign. No new wall signs may be painted
over ghost signs.

50-27.8 Areas of special sign control.

A Purpose.
The city recognizes that certain areas present a unique character that could be strengthened and
enhanced with the application of specific sign standards. These commercial areas are:

1. Entertainment districts:
(a) Lake Avenue South from Railroad Street to lift bridge;
(b) East Superior Street from Lake Avenue to 9th Avenue East;
2. Historic Canal Park: Canal Park Drive from Lake Place Drive to canal;
B. Entertainment district standards.
1. All projecting signs are permitted a maximum sign area of 36 square feet, unless
the zoning district allows a greater maximum sign area;
2 Marquee signs are permitted;
3 Electronic message signs are permitted as components of wall, marquee or
freestanding signs, subject to the electronic message sign regulations;
C. Historical Canal Park standards.
1. All projecting signs are limited to a maximum sign area of 12 square feet,
2. All projecting signs may only be externally illuminated from above;
3. All signs must be constructed of wood, brick or metal. Individually mounted
plastic letters are permitted for wall signs if wholly covered with opaque paint;
4, All signs are limited to colors from the following color palette. Photographs of the

color palette swatches are provided for illustrative purposes only. Applicants
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may view the original palette at the city of Duluth. For the purposes of this
ordinance, the specific colors are provided in two types. The first describes the
paint colors originally cited in the DWMX District, which are a series of Ace
Hardware paint colors. A general Pantone equivalent is also provided, which are
the “uncoated” Pantone PMS colors. Pantone is a color system used in a variety
of industries, primarily printing, and occasionally in the manufacture of colored
paint, fabric, and plastics. Applicants may consult with the land use supervisor to
determine the final colors to be used in the sign, which must meet the general

COLOR PALETTE
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50-27.9.

50-27.10

Master sign plan.

Following the effective date of this Section, an applicant is required to submit a master
sign plan for any new commercial multi-tenant building or development that includes non-
residential uses, including mixed-use development, for review and approval by the
planning commission. The planning commission shall review the application, conduct a
public hearing pursuant to Section 50-37.1.1, with public notice as required by Section 50-
37.1.H, and make a decision to adopt, adopt with modifications, or deny the application;
The master sign plan must provide a coordinated design for all building-mounted signs
including, at a minimum, criteria and specifications for sign locations, general range of
sign area, and lighting. All freestanding signs must be shown on the sign plan, including
size, location and lighting;

Once approved, signs erected within the multi-tenant development must follow the
master sign plan;

The review and approval process for a master sign plan does not allow for variations to
the requirements of this Section.

Campus sign plan.

A

E.

50-27.11

The city recognizes that university or college or hospital campuses have unique sign
needs that may need to depart from the requirements of this Section. In such cases, the
planning commission may recommend and city council may approve such sign standards
for temporary and permanent signs through the review and adoption of a campus sign
plan;

A campus sign plan may be applied for by a university or college or hospital campus a
minimum of two acres in size. In calculating the area, the entire area does not have to be
contiguous and may be separated by public rights-of-way or by individual parcels not
owned by the institution. However, the entire area must function as a connected campus;
As part of the establishment of a campus sign plan, a comprehensive sign plan must be
submitted. The comprehensive sign plan must describe the sign standards for the
campus, including all exceptions to the requirements of this Section. A campus sign plan
may be more permissive than the standards of this section. Directional signs within the
campus may be described generally by sign area and height and general locations;

The planning commission shall review the application, conduct a public hearing pursuant
to Section 50-37.1.1, with public notice as required by Section 50-37.1.H, and make a
decision to adopt, adopt with modifications, or deny the application;

Alternately, a campus sign plan may be incorporated into the review and approval
process of the district plan option of the MU-| District.

Classic signs.

A.
Becaus

Purpose.
e the city recognizes that certain existing signs do not conform with this Chapter but are

particularly unique and/or have historic value, including signs for products or businesses that are

no long
certain

er located on-site, the classic sign designation is established where the city can designate
signs as classic signs. Once designated, the classic sign is deemed conforming, and thus

is no longer nonconforming, provided the sign is maintained in good condition and its physical
integrity remains intact. Any sign designated on the national historic register is automatically
considered a classic sign under this Section;,

B.

Eligibility.

1. An owner of a sign, or the city may apply for designation of an existing sign as a
classic sign. Classic signs are exempt from area, setback, height, lighting,
movement, placement, type, content, and construction materials requirements of
this Section;

2. To qualify for designation as a classic sign, the sign must:

(a) Be at least 25 years old or an exact replica of an original sign where the
combined age of the duplicate and original sign is at least 25 years;

(b) Possess unique physical design characteristics, such as configuration,
message, color, texture, etc.;

(c) Be of significance to the city, regardless of the use identified by the sign;
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3. A sign designated a classic sign may remain on the premises even if the original
use to which the sign relates is no longer located on the premises. A designated
classic sign may also be moved to a new structure;

C. Application.

The application for classic sign status must be made to the land use supervisor, who will
schedule a public hearing. The planning commission may approve or deny the application,

D. Maintenance.

The owner of a classic sign must ensure that the sign is not structurally dangerous, a fire hazard,
an electrical shock hazard, or any other kind of hazard. Classic signs may be rebuilt if damaged,
E. Designated classic signs.

A list of designated classic signs is maintained by the land use supervisor.

Section 2. That this ordinance shall take effect 30 days after its passage and publication.

Approved to as form:

/Afforney g
PLANNING R:cs 4/11/2013
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: This ordinance implements revisions to the sign code sections of the
Unified Development Chapter (UDC).

The planning division held a public information meeting on Thursday, March 14, 2013, and there were two
public hearings held by the planning commission on Tuesday, March 26 and Tuesday, April 9, 2013.

After the public hearing on April 9, 2013, the Duluth planning commission made a motion to recommend
approval of the proposed changes to the UDC, which passed with a vote of 6 yeas, 0 nays and 0
abstentions. The planning commission made one amendment to the proposed recommended changes
as presented by staff, the planning commission’s motion was to ensure that required landscaping for
freestanding pole and monument signs was to remain in the sign code.

The changes to the UDC are being presented in two ordinances, one for the changes to the sign code,
and another for changes related to dimensional standards, development standards, permitted uses, and
other text changes.

Action deadline: Not applicable

PL: 13-036
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MEMORANDUM

DATE: April 3, 2013
TO: Planning Commissioners
FROM: Steven Robertson, Senior Planner

SUBJECT:  Additional Change to the UDC

The Planning Division is recommending a few changes to the UDC; some of these are changes requested
by staff, and others are requested by the administration. There was a public information meeting on
March 14, 2013, and a Public Hearing at the March 26, 2013, Planning Commission meeting. The
Planning Commission discussed some changes to the proposal, and a few additional clarifying items were

added:

-transparency standard in MU-W (current requirement of 70% is very restrictive and may not
have been the original intent, was proposed to be revised last spring following a variance

application),

-front yard setback in P-1 (currently listed as 0 sq ft),

-clubs and lodges proposed to be a special use in P-1,

-large churches are special use in some R districts (per last PC meeting discussion)

-accessory home occupation (clarify a few small standards)

-accessory solar equipment (clarify a few small standards to help City meet generally understood
best solar practices, see attached correspondence)

-variances (remove the word “exceptional” from exceptional practical difficulties, and change
“reproduction” to “reconstruction” for non-conforming buildings)

The ordinances changes are being prepared as two separate ordinances (sign code changes as one
ordinance, the other code changes as a separate ordinance) to make discussion/review easier for the
Planning Commission. While the two ordinances are long (around 80 pages), the actual strikeout and
addition language is only about 5 pages in length, if it were all put together in one section.
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Summary of Proposed Amendments Presented, April 9, 2013 Planning Commission

14.5, Dimensional Standards (Lot Frontage, Lot Area)

15.2, .3, .5, and .6 Dimensional Standards (Max Height of Building)

15.6 Transparency Requirement of Structures in MU-W (from 70% to 40%)
17.4 Dimensional Standards (Front Yard from 0 to 25 feet)

18.3 Historic Preservation to Heritage Preservation, Remove Table from UDC
19.8 Use Table (change special uses: religious assembly, club or lodge, restaurant,
theater, hotel/motel, grocery store, and filing station)

20.2 Club/Lodge and Religious Assembly (change size to 50,000 sq ft)

20.3 Restaurant (5,000 sq ft)

20.3 Vacation Rental (3 night max during off season in R-2, MU-N, and F-5)
20.4 Home Occupation (clarifying 50% of garage can be used)

20.4 Solar (clarifying height of ground mounted systems,

20.4 Accessory Vacation Rental (3 night max during off season in R-2, MU-N, and F-5)
21.2 Street Improvement (clarify exceptions for some existing lots/structures)
36.3 Historic Preservation to Heritage Preservation

37.8 Historic Preservation to Heritage Preservation (clarify review process)

37.9 Variance (exceptional/practical difficulties and reproduction/reconstruction)
41.1 Accessory Home Occupation

41.4 Dwelling, Twin Home

41.7 Grocery Store

41.13 Mixed Use Structure

27.3.F Landscaping (remove, at last PC meeting PC members wanted it to remain)
Table 27.1 (flags, memorial plaques, move parking lot directional sign)
Table 27.2 (temporary window sign)

Table 27.3 (temporary window sign)

Table 27.4 (remove menu board)

27.7.B A-frame (reducing some requirements)

27.7.D Exhibition Banners (clarify)

27.7.E Off Premises Signs (clarify where allowed, add back the maps)
27.7.H Free Standing Pole Signs (material standards)

27.7.] Menu boards (remove)

27.7.M Wall Sign (material standards)
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