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PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
13-029-O 

ORDINANCE NO. ____________ 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 50 OF THE DULUTH CITY 
CODE, 1959, AS AMENDED, REGARDING DIMENSIONAL 
STANDARDS, PERMITTED AND SPECIAL USES, USE SPECIFIC 
STANDARDS, THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION, AND 
DEFINITIONS. 
 

CITY PROPOSAL: 
 
The city of Duluth does ordain: 
 
 Section 1. That Section 50-14.5 of Chapter 50 be amended as follows: 
 

50-14.5 Residential-Traditional (R-1). 

A. Purpose. 

The R-1 district is established 
to accommodate traditional 
neighborhoods of single-family 
detached residences, duplexes 
and townhouses on moder-
ately sized lots.  This district is 
intended to be used primarily 
in established neighborhoods.  
Many of the dimensional 
standards in this district require 
development and redevelop-
ment to be consistent with 
develop-ment patterns, build-
ing scale, and building location 
of nearby areas. Uses are 
allowed as shown in Table 50-
19.8; 

 

 

 

 

TABLE 50-14.5-1 
 R-1 DISTRICT DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS 

LOT STANDARDS 

Minimum lot area  per family 
(One-family) [1] 

The larger smaller of 4,000-sq. ft.  or 
average of developed 1-family lots on the 
block face 

Minimum lot area per family (Two-
family) [1] 

The larger smaller of 3,000 sq. ft.  or 
average of developed 2-family lots on the 
block face 

Minimum lot area per family 
 (Townhouse) [1] 

2,500 sq. ft. 

Minimum lot frontage (one-family,  
two-family, and townhouses) [1] 

The larger smaller of 30 40 ft. or average of 
developed lots with similar uses on the block 
face 

STRUCTURE SETBACKS 
Minimum depth of front yard  The smaller of 25 ft. or average of adjacent 

developed lots facing the same street 
Minimum width of 
side yard  
(one- and two-
family) 

General 6 ft. 
Lots with less 
than 50 ft. 
frontage and 
garage 

Combined width of side yards must be at 
least 12 ft. 

Minimum width of side yard 
(Townhouse)  

10 ft. if adjacent to another lot 
25 ft. if adjacent to platted street 

Corner Lot: width 
of front side 
yard  
 

Dwelling 15 ft. 

Detached 
accessory 
building 

20 ft. 

Permitted 
non-
residential 
building 

25 ft. 

Minimum depth of rear yard  25 ft. 
STRUCTURE HEIGHT 

Maximum height of building  30 ft. 
[1] Minimum lot area is determined using "Lots on the Block Face" definition. When 
doing this calculation, exclude the subject lot from the average. 
[2] Minimum lot frontage is determined using "Block Face" definition 
Section 50.21 Dimensional standards contains additional regulations applicable to 

this district. 
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R. Retail sales, small and large. 
1. Merchandise shall not be located within or obstruct required parking and 

pedestrian and vehicular circulation areas; 
2. Outdoor display is for the temporary display of merchandise and not for the 

permanent storage of stock; 
3. Retail stores are limited to one drive-through window; 
4. Any drive-through lane that is located between a retail store and a residential 

district or structure shall be buffered from the residential district or structure by a 
dense urban screen and shall not be open part 10:00 p.m.; 

S. Seasonal camp or cabin. 
1. In the R-C and RR-1 districts, buildings shall be located not less than 200 feet 

from any R district; 
2. In the R-C district, the design of the site shall preserve the rural character by: 

(a) Separating each camp or cabin site by at least 50 feet, measured from the 
closest points on each tent or cabin area; 

(b) Preserving all natural vegetation not required to be removed for access 
roads, trails or public safety; 

(c) Using gravel or pervious paving, rather than impervious materials, for all 
access road and driveways serving fewer than 25 camp or cabin sites; 

T. Tourist or trailer camp. 
When located in a flood plain, this use is limited to trailers without foundations that can be 
easily moved should flooding occur; 
U. Veterinarian or animal hospital. 

1. In the R-C and RR-1 districts, this use is permitted provided that service is limited 
to large livestock/large animal care and any building or enclosure so used shall 
be located not less than 100 feet from any lot line; 

2. In the R-2, R-P, MU-N and MU-C districts, this use is permitted provided that 
practice is limited to the treatment of small animals (household pets, i.e. dogs, 
cats, birds, that are ordinarily permitted in the house for company) and that all 
aspects of the facility are totally contained (including kennel runs and exercise 
areas) within a soundproof building with adequate ventilation; 

V. Vacation dwelling unit. 
1. The minimum rental period shall as follows:  not be less than five nights during 

the period from June 15 to September 15.  The minimum rental period shall not 
be less than two nights during the rest of the year; 
(a) For properties zoned RR-1, RR-2, R-1, and R-P the minimum rental period 

shall not be less than 2 nights except for the period from June 15 to 
September 15 when the minimum rental period shall not be less than five 
nights; 

(b) For properties zoned R-2, MU-N, and F-5 the minimum rental period shall not 
be less than two nights except for the period from June 15 to September 15 
when the minimum rental period shall not be less than three nights; 

2. The total number of persons that may occupy the vacation dwelling unit is one 
person plus the number of bedrooms multiplied by two; 

3. Off street parking shall be provided at the following rate: 
(a) 1-2 bedroom unit, one space; 
(b) 3-4 bedroom unit, two spaces; 
(c) 5+ bedroom unit, three spaces; 

4. Only one motorhome (or pickup-mounted camper) and/or one trailer either for 
inhabiting or for transporting recreational vehicles (ATVs, boat, personal 
watercraft, snowmobiles, etc.) may be parked at the site, on or off the street; 

5. The property owner must obtain all licenses and permits from the city of Duluth 
and state of Minnesota required for guest occupancy on the property for three to 
21 days; 

6. The property owner must provide required documents and adhere to additional 
requirements listed in the city of Duluth’s UDC application manual related to the 
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE:  This ordinance implements several general text amendments to the 
Unified Development Chapter (UDC).  The most significant of these changes are related to:  dimension 
standards (lot frontage and area in R-1 and height limit in several mixed use districts), permitted and 
special uses in the MU-N district, use specific standards (including those for religious establishments), 
and changing the name of the HPC from historic to heritage preservation commission. 
 
The planning division held a public information meeting on Thursday, March 14, 2013, and there were two 
public hearings held by the planning commission on Tuesday, March 26 and Tuesday, April 9, 2013. 
 
After the public hearing on April 9, 2013, the Duluth planning commission made a motion to recommend 
approval of the proposed changes to the UDC, which passed with a vote of 6 yeas, 0 nays and 0 
abstentions.  The planning commission made one amendment to the proposed recommended changes 
as presented by staff; the planning commission’s motion was to ensure that required landscaping for 
freestanding pole and monument signs was to remain in the sign code. 
 
The changes to the UDC are being presented in two ordinances, one for the changes to the sign code, 
and another for changes related to dimensional standards, development standards, permitted uses, and 
other text changes. 
 
Action deadline:  Not applicable 
 
PL: 13-036 
 






