MINUTES

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE

Regular Meeting

Friday, August 7, 2009 – 9:00 AM Room 402A City Hall

Attending:
Cindy Petkac (Planning); Cindy Voigt (Engineering); Kathy Bergen (Parks & Recreation); Bob Asleson and Alison Lutterman (City Attorney’s Office); Cindy Hall and Wendy Rannenberg (Building Safety); Chris Kleist, Steve Lipinski and Howard Jacobson (Utility Operations); Terry Johnson (Assessor’s Office); Dan Belden and Brandon Kohlts (WLSSD).
Persons present for Agenda items:
 
Kerry Leider (ISD 709); Dave Thorsen (Johnson Controls); Tom Shober, Kevin Holm and Patrick Loomis (LHB): Peder Larson (Larkin, Hoffman).
Chair:
Cindy Petkac
Cindy Petkac called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM.

New Business:

1.
Minutes of July 10 meeting approved with no changes.
2.

ISD 709 Updates

Western Middle School
Preliminary site plans were handed out.  Kevin Holm said the site would connect with city streets at Vernon Street/Chestnut Street/West Third Street, and at Wellington Street.  Parking would be in front of the building, and there would be a bus loop at the back.  There are wetlands and rock, a ravine, and a railroad grade on the site.  In planning the site they have tried to avoid all of these, as well as take into consideration the existing neighborhood.
Kerry Leider said that ISD 709 is working with the Army Corps of Engineers on this project.  Most of the property is currently tax forfeit, although some acquisition of private property will be necessary.  The school building will be set back from Skyline Parkway by over 300 feet.  Kevin Holm added that the site has been approved by the Minnesota Department of Education.
Sanitary sewer service will be brought into the site from Grand Avenue, and water and gas services will be brought in from Wellington Street.  While the water pressure is fine for a facility of this size, a tank may have to be constructed in order to assure the proper quantity of water for fire protection.  Electricity will be brought in from the northeast corner of the site.  Stormwater retention ponds will be needed, although the building is to be three stories tall to minimize its footprint size.  Fire access will be around the back of the building.
Alison Lutterman asked if any vacations or easements will be necessary, and Kerry Leider said no, that at most any existing easements would need to be rededicated.  The access road will be privately maintained.  
Cindy Hall asked about the number of homes that the district would have to purchase and raze.  Kerry Leider said the number is not definite, but it would be five to eight houses.  Some city and county property would have to be purchased as well.  He said this is still in the exploratory stage and no offers have been made to any property owners yet, but thus far the response has been good.

Chris Kleist asked if Merritt Creek runs through the site.  Cindy Petkac said there are no regulated streams on the site, and Cindy Hall added that the site is currently zoned suburban.  

Cindy Petkac asked about a project timeline.  Kerry Leider replied that the district hopes to begin construction in 2010.  Cindy Hall mentioned the zoning requirement of 250 feet of frontage on a street, and Kevin Holm said there are questions regarding what constitutes the “front yard” on this site.  
Chris Kleist said that stormwater volume and amount of pervious surface will have to be documented.  Cindy Petkac asked what length the access road will be, and Kevin Holm said it will be about half a mile.  Asked about accommodations for students who walk to and from school, he said that trails would be built on the site leading from city streets to the school.  Kerry Leider added that the district would try to discourage pedestrians from crossing the railroad tracks, possibly by the installation of fencing.  Cindy Petkac asked about pedestrian access toward 40th Avenue West.  Kerry Leider said that is not feasible due to the railroad tracks and creeks in the way.  He added that because of this the district may need to provide busing to students who live close enough to school that they would normally be able to walk.  Kevin Holm said the site would provide a good opportunity to connect Piedmont Avenue to the bike trail.
Cindy Voigt asked about traffic studies.  Kerry Leider said that these will be done by Krech Ojard.  She also stated that this project appears to be behind schedule for 2010 construction. Cindy Hall asked if anyone from LHB has met with Marnie Grondahl regarding fire codes, and Kevin Holm said there has been an informal discussion.  

Cindy Petkac asked if the Army Corps of Engineers has signed off on the wetlands issue.  Kerry Leider said the school district is preparing the application now.  Kevin Holm added that the site contains a great deal of exposed rock as well.  Kerry Leider said that Salo Engineering has completed a property survey.
Cindy Petkac asked if there are any plans to use adjacent Wheeler Field for school athletics.  Kevin Holm replied that there is no need for a softball field at the middle school level.  The building will include a swimming pool, but pool drainage is not regulated.  The building is being designed to accommodate 1,200 students, but the student body size will likely be 900 to 1,100.  

Dave Thorsen gave a brief update on work taking place at other school sites:
Homecroft Elementary School
Interior work and work on the new addition are underway.
Congdon Park Elementary School

Working on schematic design options.

Laura MacArthur Elementary School

One more demolition of an adjacent house is to be done later this month.
Lester Park Elementary School

The district is still awaiting a reply from FEMA on the conditional letter of map review submitted earlier this summer. 

Piedmont Elementary School

The Minnesota Department of Education has approved this project.  ISD  709 is resubmitting its request for street vacation, and is working with the adjacent church regarding parking issues.
East Middle School

Tuckpointing and athletic field work are underway.
Denfeld High School

Tuckpointing work still taking place.
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