MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT BOARD

August 11, 2009, 2:00 PM, Room 106A

MEMBERS PRESENT: John Gellatly, City Assessor; Cindy Voigt, City Engineer; Keith Hamre, Interim Planning Director; Jim Benning, Public Works & Utilities Director.
ALSO PRESENT: Bob Asleson, City Attorney(s Office; Linda Brophy, City Assessor(s Office.
PRESENT FOR AGENDA ITEMS: Amy Johnson, Oliver Management Co.
Keith Hamre called the meeting to order at 2:00 P.M. 

TABLED ITEMS:   

1.
Woodland Avenue Special Assessment (Project 0243TR – UMD-Owned Property)
Linda Brophy said she had received an e-mail from an individual at the University of Minnesota just last week, who promised to have something in writing to her by this week.  This item remains tabled until the September meeting.
OLD  BUSINESS:  





1.
Changes in Connection Fee Policy
One minor change was made in the wording.  Cindy Voigt commented that she appreciated all of Bob Asleson’s hard work on this ordinance, and since she had received no comments from any of the project engineers, she thought it was now OK to forward this to the city council.  John Gellatly moved to recommend that the policy change go to council, Cindy Voigt seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  It will go before the council at the August 24 meeting.
NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Special Assessment Against Plat/Parcel No. 4426-00010 

Amy Johnson of Oliver Management Co. handed out copies of an aerial photograph showing the location of the parcel in question in relationship to Kenwood Avenue and the Tropicana Apartments building.  She said Oliver Management does not believe that it or Tropicana Apartments would benefit from the improvements to be done on Kenwood Avenue because this particular parcel contains a large rock ledge and is not believed to be buildable.   She said that Oliver Management is requesting that the assessment be reduced if not canceled. 
Cindy Voigt said she believed that the lot is indeed buildable.  Construction would have to be done on top of the rock bluff, and some blasting would be needed, but it could be done.

Keith Hamre asked if there were any conservation easements, etc., prohibiting construction on that parcel.  Told that there were none, he then asked if there is any other access to Partridge Street (upon which the apartment building is located) besides Kenwood Avenue.  Bob Asleson said there is not, so improvements to Kenwood Avenue would benefit the owners and residents of Tropicana Apartments.  Cindy Voigt added that the SAB does not tend to deviate from policy when it comes to special assessments and moved to keep the assessment as is.   John Gellatly seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved.
2.
Signoff on routine utility connections


These were approved and will be sent to Dave Montgomery for signatures.

3.
Waiver of old special assessments against formerly tax forfeit property (plat/parcel nos. 4510-04360 and 4510-04370) – under minimum dollar amount as specified in the SAB handbook (Linda Brophy)


Linda Brophy explained that the treasurer wanted the SAB’s approval to waive these assessments, both of which were under $500, as per SAB handbook policy.  John Gellatly moved to waive the assessments, Cindy Voigt seconded, and the motion passed.  Keith Hamre added that there are a number of similar assessments out there, and that a cost/benefit analysis is underway.  Any changes in the current policy would require approval of the city council.  
Meeting was adjourned at 2:45.
INFORMATION ONLY:


Next regular meeting Tuesday, October 13, 2009, in Room 106A at 2:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,




Dave Montgomery, Chair

Jeanne Horn

Special Assessment Board

SAB Secretary

