CITY OF DULUTH

PARKING COMMISSION

211 City Hall     .  Duluth Minnesota 55802

(218) 730-5107   FAX (218) 730-5907

MINUTES

Parking Commission Meeting

Tuesday, May 12, 2009
Attendance:   John Simpson (District 4), Jamie Kumberra-Tupper (District 2), Steve Horn (At Large), Shannon Watson-Borden (At Large), Steve Goman (Engineering), and Jim Lesar (Police)
Guests: None
Handicapped or Accessible Parking at Parking Meters in Duluth (See Minnesota State Statute 169.345)
Steve Goman said that parking by persons with handicapped parking plates or permits at parking meters is currently unlimited.  He did an informal survey on West First Street between 3rd and 4th Avenues West and found that often the majority of the metered spaces were occupied by vehicles with handicapped parking permits and that the majority of these vehicles occupied the spaces for the greater part of the workday.  He said that Roberta Cich of the Commission on Disabilities agreed that there is undoubtedly some abuse of the system.  The Parking Commission has already endorsed the plan for long term disability parking as per a new state statute which took effect August 1.  This would set the limit of parking time at meters by handicapped persons to four hours, would offer a 50% discount on city ramp contract parking for holders of disability parking placards, and would put in place a permit system for severely disabled workers who can’t use parking ramps.  This would have to go before the council as a resolution in order to go into effect.  
John Simpson wanted to know how “severely disabled workers” would be identified and suggested that the Parking Commission ask the Commission on Disabilities for assistance with this.  Steve Goman said he did not think that would be a problem, as the Commission on Disabilities already assists him occasionally with handicapped parking designation requests.  Jamie Kumberra-Tupper added that she did not feel that there would be more than a few people requesting the “severely disabled” designation.  It was agreed that the 50% discount would have to be offered on contract parking at municipal ramps.  Goman said that the stickers on the meters from 1st Avenue East to 2nd Avenue East limiting parking by holders of handicapped permits to two hours would have to be removed, as these would no longer be in compliance with the statute.  

Jim Lesar said that as time allows the parking monitors do check for abuse of handicapped parking permits, but that he felt that most downtown business owners would be in favor of adoption of the state guidelines by the city.
Shannon Watson-Borden stated that she did not think that the city council would approve such a resolution.

Steve Goman added that adoption of the state statute would also require additional signage, minimum two signs per block per side, which would create additional expenses.  However, there are ample funds in the 505 fund to cover this expense, which would not be more than a few thousand dollars.  
Steve Horn moved to put a resolution forward recommending that the city adopt the state statute, Jamie Kumberra-Tupper seconded, and the motion passed, with Shannon Watson-Borden opposing.

Use of Parking Kiosks in Canal Park
The City Council has approved the installation of parking meters in Canal Park, which would be enforced only during the tourist season.  Many Canal Park business owners would prefer that parking kiosks, which will take credit or debit cards, paper money and coins, be installed instead.  Steve Goman researched various makes of parking kiosk and said that while he believes they will initially be confusing, that parking enforcement will be difficult, and that a great deal of additional signage will be needed, he thinks that ultimately they will work.  He said that while the kiosk manufacturers promise an average of 17% more revenue over traditional coin-operated meters, there are also ongoing vendor charges of $5,000 per kiosk per year over and above the initial cost of the kiosks.  For angled parking such as on Canal Park Drive, the manufacturer recommends one kiosk for every 15 spaces, so the 47 spaces here would require four kiosks.   (Lake Avenue South, with parallel parking, would get traditional parking meters.)  

Jim agreed that parking enforcement would be more difficult if the kiosks are installed, because parking monitors will exit their vehicles and examine each parked vehicle while on foot to check for the presence of a kiosk-generated parking permit.  John Simpson said he believes that the presence of parking kiosks would make a sound fiscal argument for the hiring of an additional parking monitor, and added that he would like to make a formal request to see the current balance of the 505 fund.  He moved, and Steve Horn seconded, that the Parking Commission move to endorse the purchase of four parking kiosks for installation in Canal Park on Canal Park Drive, and the motion passed unanimously.

Use of Parking Kiosks in Conjunction with Parking Meters in Canal Park
Steve Goman said that Kristi Stokes of the Greater Downtown Council told him that she thinks downtown business owners and customers are very interested in having parking kiosks installed downtown as well, and wondered if the kiosks could be used in conjunction with standard parking meters.   Because enforcement during the winter months in areas with kiosks is problematic, and because there are parking meters now that will accept both debit/credit cards and coins, he thinks it might be a better idea to try out the meters on a block or two downtown and see how well they work.  It was agreed that the commission members would look into this and discuss it further at the April meeting.  Goman added that he thinks the Greater Downtown Council should be the ones to determine what the “test area” will be, and added that the council is not in favor of increasing the maximum amount of time allowed on a parking meter.
NEXT MEETING: April 7, 2009 AT 7:30 AM IN ROOM 106A, CITY HALL
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