CITY OF DULUTH

PARKING COMMISSION

211 City Hall     .  Duluth Minnesota 55802

(218) 730-5107   FAX (218) 730-5907

MINUTES

Parking Commission Meeting

Tuesday, January 10, 2009
Attendance:   Steve Goman (Engineering), Steve Horn (At Large), Shannon Watson-Borden (At Large), and Jim Lesar (Police)
Guests: Barb Kolodge (Street Maintenance Supervisor)
New Commission Member
Steve Goman introduced Shannon Watson-Borden as the newest at-large member of the Parking Commission. 
Increase of Time Limits on Downtown Parking Meters, Avenues Only, from 1 Hour to 2 Hours

All downtown meters currently have one-hour limits.  A citizen who had received a parking ticket spoke to Mayor Ness about the possibility of increasing time limits at meters to 2 hours.  Mayor Ness suggested doing this on the avenue meters from 6th Avenue West to 3rd Avenue East only, leaving meters on the streets at the 1-hour limit.  Steve Goman contacted Kristi Stokes of the Greater Downtown Council about this idea.  She thought it would be OK but said she would need to discuss it with council members first.  If approved, the change would have to be made by city council resolution.  

Shannon Watson-Borden asked if an increase in the time limits would result in a decrease of parking ticket revenue.  Steve Goman and Jim Lesar agreed that it probably would have some sort of effect (the city’s share of revenue for each parking ticket paid is currently $10.38).  They also felt that it could cause some confusion, and Jim Lesar wondered if it might not be a better idea to make the proposed changes to meters on streets, not avenues, for persons with mobility issues.  Steve Goman wondered if increasing the time limits on all downtown meters to 2 hours would not be out of line.  Barb Kolodge suggested a compromise of 90 minutes.  It was agreed to table this item until the February meeting due to today’s low turnout.

Parking on Ivy Street Between 14th Street and Boulevard Place

Residents of a house on Ivy Street with no off-street parking have asked that on-street parking be changed from alternate side to parking on the north side only.  Their argument is that it is inconvenient for them to have to park across the street from their home during alternate weeks every winter.  They had been ignoring the alternate side parking posting and parking directly in front of their house, but recently have been receiving tickets.
Barb Kolodge explained that Ivy Street is an old gravel street with no curbs, gutters or sidewalk, and that there is no defined width to the street.  The problem with changing this street to one-side parking is that it complicates snow removal.  There ends up being a large “snow horn” where a car is regularly parked that never gets cleaned up.  She said she currently has only 25 plow operators and that her overtime budget has been greatly reduced, so Street Maintenance doesn’t need any more “exceptions to the rule” unless there is an extremely good reason for one.

Both commissioners present voted against changing Ivy Street from alternate side to one side parking.

Extension of “Alternate Side Parking in Effect from 1:00 AM to 7:00 AM” on Superior Street from 26th Avenue East to Hawthorne Road

Steve Goman explained that back in the 1990s a resolution was passed allowing parking along both sides of Superior Street from 14th Avenue East to 26th Avenue East during the day, with alternate side parking only from 1:00 AM to 7:00 AM.  Some residents farther along Superior Street have requested that this be extended all the way to Hawthorne Road.  

Barb Kolodge said this is again a maintenance issue.  She said that the stretch of Superior Street from 14th to 26th is very hard to keep plowed now, and that a lot of the cars that should be moved for the alternate side parking time frame are not being moved.  Jim Lesar added that since Superior Street from 26th to Hawthorne is 100% residential, and that since most of the residences here have driveways and off-street parking, he can’t see how such a change would be helpful.  Both commissioners present voted against the extension.
NEXT MEETING: February 10, 2009 AT 7:30 AM IN ROOM 106A, CITY HALL
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