CITY OF DULUTH

PARKING COMMISSION

211 City Hall     .  Duluth Minnesota 55802

(218) 730-5107   FAX (218) 730-5907

MINUTES

Parking Commission Meeting

Tuesday, June 8, 2010
Attendance:  Jamie Kumberra-Tupper (District 2), John Simpson (District 4), Ron DeGrio (At Large), Steve Horn (At Large), Steve Goman (Engineering), Jim Lesar (Police)
Guests:  John King, UMD Facilities Management, Gina Estabrooks, Downtown Computer
Metered parking at UMD
Steve Goman reported that his investigation indicated that there is enough right of way along St. Marie Street to place the proposed meters behind the sidewalks.
John King of UMD’s Facilities Management said that UMD’s main concern regarding these meters is that they would interfere with snowplowing operations.  He added that there are 300 parking spots on campus that are now metered and are under-utilized, and that there are significant blocks of time when parking on campus is fee.  He also said that due to the free bus passes issued to UMD students, on-campus parking decals did not sell out this year.

John Simpson said metering parking spots on city streets would probably better organize the parking situation at UMD.  Steve said only the south side of St. Marie Street from University Drive to Maplewood Court would be metered at first, and that they would be eight hour meters.  Jamie Kumbera-Tupper pointed out that those opting to pay via credit card would probably prefer the option paying for less time, and suggested that time be available in four-hour increments instead.  Jim Lesar pointed out that a four-hour limit would ensure that cars are moving and not sitting there all day.  
Steve Goman asked the commission what the parking rate should be.  Ron DeGrio said it should be competitive with what UMD charges.  Jamie Kumberra-Tupper said she thought UMD’s rate is 75 cents per hour.  Jim Lesar reminded everyone that for the type of meter that will be used there is a monthly service charge and transaction fees for each credit card payment.  John Simpson said that since the ultimate goal is to have parking meter rates equal to parking ramp rates of $1 per hour, a $1 per hour meter rate here seems reasonable.  The establishment of 40 metered parking spots on St. Marie Street from University Drive to Maplewood Court, at a $1 per hour rate, was approved.  Steve Goman will prepare a council resolution to designate this portion of St. Marie Street as a metered parking zone.  It is anticipated that these meters would be installed by the beginning of the Fall 2010 semester.
Reverse angle parking in front of the Amendola Building (405 East Superior Street)
Gina Estabrooks provided documentation regarding reverse angle parking in other cities.  For the most part it has been successful.  John Simpson said that the Greater Downtown Council is about 50% pro, 50% con on this idea.  Steve Goman said the commission would definitely need the GDC’s support on this topic, and that implementation of reverse angle parking would require a council resolution.  John Simpson moved that the commission table this item until the September meeting, Jamie Kumberra-Tupper seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
Parking meters on the south side of Superior Street between 10th Avenue East and 12th Avenue East.

Steve Goman said he had contacted the property owners along this segment of Superior Street, and that he never received a response from First Lutheran Church, which owns most of the property.  Jamie Kumberra-Tupper suggested that if there had been a problem someone would have called.  Ron DeGrio moved that this metered zone be established, John Simpson seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.  This will also require approval by the city council.
Parking in Lake Place Lot.   9 spaces for Endion Station.

Steve Goman said that nine meters will be pulled during the construction activities here, but will eventually be replaced.

NEXT MEETING: September 14, 2010 AT 7:30 AM IN ROOM 106A, CITY HALL
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