CITY OF DULUTH

PARKING COMMISSION

211 City Hall     .  Duluth Minnesota 55802

(218) 730-5107   FAX (218) 730-5907

MINUTES

Parking Commission Meeting

Tuesday, April 14, 2009
Attendance:  Jamie Kumberra-Tupper (District 2), Steve Horn (At Large), Shannon Watson-Borden (At Large), Steve Goman (Engineering), and Jim Lesar (Police)
Guests: None
Handicapped or Accessible Parking in front of 1 East 1st Street
A letter was received from an attorney representing CustomerLink requesting the establishment of an accessible parking spot in front of this address for a particular CustomerLink employee.  Steve Goman said that the Commission on Disabilities has looked at this issue and sees no problems with it. There is parking available behind the building, but there is no guarantee that a spot would be available for this employee.   Shannon Watson-Borden moved to approve the request, Steve Horn seconded, and the motion was passed unanimously.

No Parking at Grand Forks Avenue and Winnipeg Avenue between Chestnut Street and Vernon Street
Steve Goman explained that these are new streets with no boulevard between street and sidewalk.   Residents have been parking on the sidewalk, and consequently the sidewalks are showing a great deal of wear and tear for their relative age.  He said he sent a letter to residents of the area indicating the city’s desire to designate these sections of street as “no parking,” and has thus far received no response.  Such a designation would require a city council resolution.  Shannon Watson-Borden moved to approve the request, Steve Horn seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
No Parking on West Niagara Street
Steve Goman said one resident of West Niagara Street had called with complaints about the parking situation and requested that the street be no-parked or designated as residential parking only.  The street, which currently has alternate side parking, is adjacent to the St. Scholastica softball field.    All homes across West Niagara Street from the softball field have off-street parking.  Steve Goman wondered if a survey of the residents would be necessary.  Jim Lesar said the parking problems, which occur when softball games are being played, are really not that bad, and that any changes to the current alternate-side parking would also impact residences and businesses across the street on Kenwood Avenue.  Shannon Watson-Borden agreed, saying that this seems to be a nuisance to some residents but is not really a problem, and that there are no safety or accessibility issues here, and that free parking is available on the St. Scholastica campus.  She moved to deny this request.  Steve Horn seconded, and the motion was passed unanimously.
Parking Meters on Superior Street between 9th Avenue East and 10th Avenue East (Upper Side)

This request was made by management of the St. Luke’s Hospital clinic, who feel that the turnover generated by parking meters would help the businesses in the area.  Steve Goman said this topic has been brought before the Parking Commission previously.  He agrees that the installation of meters on this block would encourage use of the St. Luke’s parking ramp and would create turnover.  Jim Lesar added that it would make the block consistent with the rest of the area.  Shannon Watson-Borden moved to recommend the installation of meters on this block.  Steve Horn seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
Request for Special Resolution by Mayor Ness

Mayor Ness has indicated that he will be requesting a council resolution asking the Parking Commission to study certain issues:


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11)
Time limits on parking meters of low usage.


2)
Resolution 08-0454, which established parking meters on Second Street between Fourth Avenue West to Fourth Avenue East.  These meters would likely produce little revenue and would reduce the number of driving lanes from three to two.


3)
Meter placement on London Road east of Tenth Avenue East near the Rose Garden and Leif Erickson Park; Junction Avenue north of College Street; Harbor Drive; the east side of Third Avenue West between Second Street and Third Street.


4)
Review time limits on meters in Canal Park and enforcement of the Sculpture lot.


5)
Review policy and use of “Lot A” near Playfront Park for efficient 



 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1and fair use during DECC construction.

The commission will then make recommendations to the city council on these items.
NEXT MEETING: May 12, 2009 AT 7:30 AM IN ROOM 106A, CITY HALL
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