CITY OF DULUTH

PARKING COMMISSION

211 City Hall     .  Duluth Minnesota 55802

(218) 730-5107   FAX (218) 730-5907

MINUTES

Parking Commission Meeting

Tuesday, May 11, 2010
Attendance:  Jamie Kumberra-Tupper (District 2), John Simpson (District 4), Dick Florey (At Large), Steve Goman (Engineering), Cari Pedersen (Engineering), Robin Roeser (Police)
Guests:  Candace Richards, UMD Facilities Management
Metered parking at UMD
Candace Richards of UMD’s Facilities Management department explained that in 2002 UMD spent a great deal of money to have the public sidewalks on Junction Avenue and St. Marie Street widened.  This was done to facilitate snow removal.  UMD’s concern is that the installation of parking meters would create a safety issue.  Also, she added that any meters placed here would generate no revenue during January and the summer months.  She said this topic comes up every few years, and UMD management is always against it.
Dick Florey asked why the city doesn’t just no-park these streets.  Jamie Kumberra-Tupper added that installing parking meters here will just push the student parkers farther off campus and into nearby residential neighborhoods.  Ms. Richards said that it’s the only free parking near campus now, and that if meters are installed, nobody would use them.  She added that bus ridership to and from UMD is increasing every year.
Steve Goman said that if meters are installed, they will have to be long-term meters and will have to accept credit and debit cards.  He said he will check the rights-of-way of the streets in question to see if meters could be set farther back so as to not interfere with snow removal.

John Simpson said he does not want a decision to be made on this by only three commission members, and that the subject should be tabled until the next meeting.  Meanwhile, he would like all commission members to have a look at the area in question.
Addition of parking meters on both sides of Superior Street between 10th and 12th Avenues East
This was requested by a business owner here.  John Simpson pointed out that several buildings along this segment of Superior Street will be razed in the next few months to make way for the new Walgreen’s store.  Cari Pedersen said currently there are handicapped parking spaces and a loading zone in front of First Lutheran Church, and Steve Goman said there is room for 20 meters.  Dick Florey asked about the cost of a parking meter, and Steve Goman replied that they run about $400.  John Simpson asked about the time duration of the proposed meters, and Steve Goman said they would be 25 cents for 40 minutes with a two-hour limit.  John Simpson said that the St. Luke’s patients would like to see metered parking here, but the employees would not.  Steve Goman said he will send a letter out to all of the businesses along this street segment, then have the commission revisit this topic at its next meeting.
Conversion of meter SE9 on the south side of Superior Street between Lake Avenue and 1st Avenue East to an accessible parking space, and the addition of a loading zone on the north side of Michigan Street between Lake Avenue and 1st Avenue East.
The P. S. Rudie Medical Clinic, which recently moved to the Weiland Building, has made these requests.  Steve Goman said that the Greater Downtown Council and the owner of Justin Paul Hair Salon (another Weiland Building tenant) support both measures.  Steve said the city would also be putting in a curb ramp, and John Simpson said the clinic would also like a dropoff zone with a ten-minute limit at the rear (Michigan Street side) of the building.  He moved to approve these requests, Jamie Kumberra-Tupper seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
Report on 505 Fund

The report generated more questions.  Steve Goman said he will talk to Mark McShane and Peg Spehar and try to have everything clarified in time for the next meeting.

No Parking on Birch Street

Steve Goman said that Utility Operations made the request, but that the owner of the business across Birch Street from the Comfort Systems/Utility Operations building is the one who really wants it.  Having just the south side of Birch Street designated as “no parking” would be acceptable.  This would need council approval.  John Simpson moved to accept, Jamie Kumberra-Tupper seconded, and the motion passed unanimously.
Delinquent Parking Fees

Robin Roeser explained that if an individual has five or more unpaid parking tickets, the police department can have the car towed but cannot keep it impounded.  He said the recent automation of the parking ticket system has resulted in an extremely effective operation, and that collection rates are significantly better now.  Dick Florey asked if there are any plans to try to recoup the $300,000 worth of unpaid tickets from the old system.  Robin said that Adele Hartwick is working with the company in New York to try to figure out the best way to do this.  The county is still handling tickets issued through the old system, but they are considering having the city handle it.  He added that the maximum in late fees that a single parking ticket can generate is $45.
Residential Parking Permits

Dick Florey cited the area around St. Luke’s Hospital as one of particular concern, and Steve Goman said that other cities have established residential permit parking zones near hospitals and clinics.  He said residents around St. Luke’s would have to circulate a petition, and that the overall area for such a zone would have to be large enough to keep employees from parking just a few blocks away.  Cari Pedersen said that another issue is the new East High School, at the old Ordean Middle School site.  East will not be opening until fall of 2011, but the parking commission should start looking at it soon.  The resident permit parking zone around the current East High School can be rescinded once the building is converted to a middle school. She also said that Woodland Middle School, which will be closing, is still up in the air at this point—UMD is buying the building but has not yet indicated what plans are for it.  Jamie Kumberra-Tupper suggested that school board member Tom Kasper be contacted regarding the school zone parking.  Steve Goman pointed out that the parking commission normally does not take on this topic without a citizen request, but Cari said in these cases it’s probably better to prime the pump, and that she will contact Kasper.
Change of downtown meters to allow two-hour parking
This request was made by Councilor Stauber.  Steve Goman indicated that it has no support from the Greater Downtown Council, and added that since the ultimate goal is to get people to park in the parking ramps, a two-hour limit would be counterproductive.  All three commissioners present agreed that downtown meters should be left at the current one-hour limits.

Proposed test area for IPS meters

Steve Goman said he thought Superior Street from 3rd Avenue West to 4th Avenue West would be a good spot to test these meters.  All commission members present agreed.  Goman added that since there are monthly fees associated with these meters, an increase in the parking rates might be justified.   Jamie Kumberra-Tupper felt that a rate increase would result in some backlash from the business owners in that area.  John Simpson said that the plan is still to eventually increase parking meter rates to match parking ramp rates, even though it got shot down last time rates were increased.
Additional Information

Steve Goman said that District 3 commissioner Dianna von Rabenau has indicated that she intends to resign from the commission, citing lack of time for this commitment.  He also gave an update on the recommended change of the “no parking overnight” on downtown streets to 3:00 AM to 6:00 PM, saying that the police chief would like to see this change as well, but wants to make it city-wide for ease of enforcement.  Steve said it would run $20,000 to $30,000 to make the necessary signage changes.

NEXT MEETING: June 8, 2010 AT 7:30 AM IN ROOM 106A, CITY HALL
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