CITY OF DULUTH

PARKING COMMISSION

211 City Hall     .  Duluth Minnesota 55802

(218) 730-5107   FAX (218) 730-5907

MINUTES

Parking Commission Meeting

Tuesday, November 10, 2009
Attendance:  Jamie Kumberra-Tupper (District 2),  John Simpson (District 4), Steve Horn (At Large), Ron DeGrio (At Large) Steve Goman (Engineering), Cari Pedersen (Engineering), Jim Lesar (Police)
Guests:  Representatives of Northland Spay and Neuter Clinic and the Building for Women
Loading Zone in front of 5603 Grand Ave

The business in question has moved.  The owner of the property is looking for a new tenant.  It was agreed that this item should be removed from the agenda for the time being.
Northland Spay and Neuter Clinic (2002 W. Superior St.) Request for a Loading Zone
Steve Goman said that around 50 customers are expected every morning, hence the request for a loading zone.  Currently there is a spot designated as police-only parking just behind the bus stop on the corner, but it is only used by the police department from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  Goman suggested that the spot be designated as a loading zone for the clinic from 7:30 to 8:00 AM.  Steve Horn wondered if half an hour would be long enough, and suggested it run until 9:00 AM.  Jim Lesar asked if it would be designated as a loading zone or a dropoff, since there are other businesses there.  Jamie Kumberra-Tupper moved to approve the request, John Simpson seconded, and it passed unanimously.
Request from the Building for Women (32 E. 1st St.) for Removal of Two Parking Meters
Currently there are a handicapped parking space and two metered parking spaces directly in front of the building.  A request has been made for the removal of the two meters so a 10-minute dropoff zone can be established.  Jim Lesar said that Chief Ramsay approves of this measure, but added that the liquor store across the street could present a problem as liquor store customers may try to park in this place, and that it will have to be monitored closely.  He added that the Building for Women does have off-street parking behind the building.  Ron DeGrio moved, and John Simpson seconded, that the request be approved.  The motion passed unanimously.
Change Meters to 1-hour Limit on South Side of 1st Street Between 4th Avenue West and 5th Avenue West

The city council wanted to run this idea by the Parking Commission and the adjacent businesses.  Steve Goman said that Ken Browall, publisher of the Duluth News-Tribune, is OK with this idea but does have some concerns about DNT employees parking there and plugging the meters.  Kathryn Perlee of the Family Justice Center thinks it’s a good idea.  No response was received from A&L Properties, owner of the old Duluth Athletic Club building at 402 W. 1st St.  Jim Lesar said there could be issues with handicapped individuals parking there long-term, and John Simpson said the spaces would also undoubtedly be used by those doing business in City Hall or the courthouse.  Ron DeGrio moved to approve the request.  Steve Horn seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Steve Goman said the change will require an amended city council resolution.
Information only

Citizen Bo Ekmark sent a letter expressing concern about parking on Skyline Parkway between Chester Parkway and the entrance to Chester Bowl.  He feels that parking on the downhill side interferes with the heavy pedestrian traffic, and suggested that parking be switched to the other side of the road.  Steve Goman said he was not aware of any problems there, and Jim Lesar added that the entire stretch of road is usually temporarily no-parked during special events at Chester Bowl.  John Simpson said there is one blind corner there and asked if that area is no-parked.  Ron DeGrio suggested that everyone take a look at the area first, and that this item be tabled until the December meeting.
The commission discussed the potential hire of additional parking monitors.  Steve Goman reported that 53 meters have been removed from the Lake Place lot for the duration of construction of the sanitary sewer overflow storage facility nearby, and that the remaining meters will be 12-hour meters.  It was agreed to invite Barb Kolodge to attend the December meeting to discuss Michigan Street.  The proposal for free parking downtown after 5:30 PM is to be discussed at the next city council meeting.
NEXT MEETING: December 8, 2009 AT 7:30 AM IN ROOM 106A, CITY HALL
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