CITY OF DULUTH

PARKING COMMISSION

211 City Hall     .  Duluth Minnesota 55802

(218) 730-5107   FAX (218) 730-5907

MINUTES

Parking Commission Meeting

Tuesday, October 12, 2010
Attendance:  Jamie Kumbera-Tupper (District 2), John Simpson (District 4), Ron DeGrio (At Large), Steve Horn (At Large), Dick Florey (At Large), Steve Goman (Engineering), Jim Lesar (Police)
Guests:  None
Loading Zone in front of 105 E. Superior St.
Owner Steve Sola had requested that the metered parking space in front of the Coney Island be converted to a loading zone.  This building (101 – 105 E. Superior Street) has recently been renovated and has new tenants, including a candy store.  Lack of a loading zone in front of the building means that delivery trucks have to double-park there.  
John Simpson asked why deliveries couldn’t be made from the alley.  Jim Lesar said that it’s a difficult configuration, with a retaining wall situated between the alley and the parking lot behind the building.  Steve Goman suggested that the parking space directly in front of the Coney Island be converted to a loading zone from 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM, and after hours it would just be an open spot.  Ron DeGrio said the parking in front of this building may have to be looked at again when the building is full.  Jamie Kumberra-Tupper asked if it would be possible to create a loading zone for this building on the avenue side (First Avenue East) and Ron DeGrio said the grade there is too steep.  John Simpson moved, and Ron DeGrio seconded, that the parking space in front of 105 E. Superior St. be converted to a loading zone, and the motion passed unanimously.
Downtown Parking Advisory Panel Recommendations

This was briefly discussed.  Steve Goman said the panel’s initial report, a 64-page document, is posted on the city website, and encouraged all commissioners to have a look at it.  He believes that if the city adopts the panel’s recommendations it would mean an even bigger role for the parking commission.  However, the panel’s final report will not be submitted for another month or so.
Parking Limits on Grand Avenue from 58th  Avenue West to 59th Avenue West

A request to increase parking limits at metered space along Grand Avenue from 59th Avenue West to 59th Avenue West had been made by various senior citizens’ groups and SVCNDA, citing events at the library/community center that frequently run over two hours.  John Simpson moved that parking limits here be increased from two to three hours.  Steve Horn seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved.

Removal of Alternate Side Parking on 59th Avenue West from Raleigh Street to Highland Street
Steve Goman explained that a resolution approved by the council at the previous night’s meeting removed alternate side parking on 59th Avenue West from Raleigh Street to Highland Street.  This was done as a sort of emergency measure after many residents called in to complain about receiving warning tickets.  Because of the recent increase in the number of parking monitors, the area is being patrolled more frequently.  Because of the width of the street and the presence of a median from Main Street to Eighth Street, the presence of parked vehicles on the street would not negatively affect snow removal operations.  Many of the homes on 59th Avenue West have limited or no off-street parking.

Duluth East Residential Permit Parking Zone

Steve Goman said he has received another petition from residents of the new East High School (old Ordean Middle School) neighborhood.  He said that a public meeting will have to be held in order to determine the boundaries of a residential permit parking zone here.  He outlined the chain of events:
· Identify the boundaries at a meeting or series of meetings

· Notify the residents by letter

· Hold a public hearing

· Send a resolution to the city council

He added that this should get started soon and suggested holding the initial meeting within the next month.  Jamie Kumbera-Tupper suggested that the school district be notified, and also said that information on the number of students and staff, how many parking spaces will be available, etc., are needed.  Ron DeGrio added that due to funding cuts, bus service will not be available to many students, which could mean that more students than was originally anticipated will be driving to school.  Jamie asked if the school district is working at all with ISD 709 to obtain reduced student fares, etc.  
Metered Parking on St. Marie St. at UMD

Steve Goman said he still has to schedule a meeting on this, as the city council sent back the resolution to install these meters, asking for input from UMD staff and students.  He thinks the meeting should be held on campus.  It was suggested that this be held as a general parking commission meeting and start at 7:30 AM, so that the commission has 30 minutes to cover other topics.  November 16 was suggested as the date, just to allow for an additional week to advertise the meeting.
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, November 16, 2010 AT 7:30 AM, LOCATION TO BE ANNOUNCED
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