CITY OF DULUTH

PARKING COMMISSION

211 City Hall     .  Duluth Minnesota 55802

(218) 730-5107   FAX (218) 730-5907

MINUTES

Parking Commission Meeting

Tuesday, October 13, 2009
Attendance:  Jamie Kumberra-Tupper (District 2), Dianna von Rabenau (District 3), John Simpson (District 4), Steve Horn (At Large), Steve Goman (Engineering), Councilor Tony Cuneo, and Jim Lesar (Police)
Guests: Councilor Jeff Anderson, Kristi Stokes (Greater Downtown Council), Jim Heilig (DTA)
Loading Zone in front of 5603 Grand Ave

The building owner was unable to attend today’s meeting so this item has been tabled until next month.

2-hour time limit test area for downtown parking meters

Steve Goman said there have been numerous requests that the city extend the time limits on downtown parking meters from one hour to two hour.  The parking commission has been asked to determine a “test area,” the amount of time, and the number of meters.  Councilor Anderson stated that this idea has plenty of support from owners of downtown businesses, but that the Greater Downtown Council does have some concerns, mainly that of meters with extended time limits being usurped by downtown workers.  Dianna von Rabenau said this has been tested over and over again, and while she is not opposed to the idea, she feels that current signage relating to disability parking is confusing.
Steve Goman said that there have not been any two-hour meters in the downtown core areas for a long time.  Kristi Stokes added that the majority of business owners think that extended parking should be in the parking ramps, not at meters.  She cited the Phoenix lot as an example of how businesses could not be convinced to encourage employees to park in the ramps.
Steve Horn asked about the new Teatro Zuccone and attached restaurant at Third Avenue East and Superior Street, wondering if that might be a good test area.  Steve Goman said those meters are now enforced until 8:30 PM, and Jim Lesar said that was requested by the now-closed Carlson Books.  Tony Cuneo asked if the theater will eventually be having matinee showings.  Kristi Stokes said that casino patrons frequently park at these spots too, and Dianna von Rabenau said she was afraid that extended time limits would result in more parking at meters by downtown workers.  John Simpson asked what a litmus test to gauge effectiveness would be.  Jamie Kumberra-Tupper said she felt it would be more effective to offer reduced ramp rates for the first hour of parking, and that it would not be a good use of resources to have a parking monitor go out several times in the course of a day to count the number of cars parked in a test area.  John Simpson said that no matter what is decided, future meter rate increases need to be taken into consideration.  A discussion of promoting ramp parking followed.  John Simpson moved that the commission not recommend the establishment of a two-hour parking test area.  Dianna von Rabenau seconded.  The motion carried, with Steve Horn dissenting.

No parking on Grand Avenue from Central Avenue to Carlton Street

Steve Goman explained that construction work on I-35 in 2010 and 2011 will result in massive traffic detours and delays and the amount of traffic on Grand Avenue will significantly increase.  To accommodate this increase, the DTA has proposed making the south side of Grand Avenue a bus lane with no parking from 7:00 AM to 9:00 AM, and doing the same on the north side from 3:00 PM to 5:30 PM.    An additional four buses would be added each way, and Mn/DOT would pay for any necessary signage.  

Dianna von Rabenau asked what would happen if these additional bus routes became popular.  Jim Heilig said that in that case the DTA would look at making the changes permanent.  Steve Goman said there will be a snag in the area where Michigan Street and Superior Street intersect, and added that the city is looking at installing temporary traffic signals there.  Tony Cuneo said it will be important to publicize these changes well in advance.  Steve Goman said the work on I-35 will probably begin in April of 2010.  Steve Horn moved to approve this plan, John Simpson seconded, and it was approved unanimously.

Removal of meters on First Street between Fourth Avenue West and Priley Drive for parking of police and city vehicles

 Jim Lesar explained that after numerous citizen complaints regarding the parking lane reserved for squad cars outside City Hall on the west side of Fourth Avenue West, city administration has ordered that these spaces be eliminated and that the lane be reconverted to a driving lane.  Additional parking spaces for squad cars and city vehicles will be needed elsewhere.  A request was made for removal of the twelve meters on the north side of First Street between Fourth Avenue West and Priley Drive.
John Simpson said he did not think it would be a popular decision, and Jim Lesar said that the twelve meters generate an annual income of around $7,000.  He added that the measure would be temporary, as the police department will be moving to its new headquarters on Rice Lake Road in a couple of years.  Steve Goman said the request was for nine of the spaces to be earmarked for squad cars only, and the remaining three for other city vehicles.  
Kristi Stokes asked if there was any possibility of parking squad cars in the Government Services Building ramp, and Jim Lesar replied that there is currently a 50-person waitlist for spots in that ramp.  Tony Cuneo asked if a compromise of six parking spaces on First Street would be feasible.  Steve Horn said that since the situation is temporary, he would support the removal of six of the parking meters on First Street.  Dianna von Rabenau moved that six parking spaces there be reserved for police vehicles.  John Simpson seconded, and the motion was approved unanimously.  This request will have to be approved by the city council.  Steve Goman will prepare a resolution for the October 26 council meeting.
Information only

Kristi Stokes brought up downtown parking during the holiday season, and said many businesses support the idea of free parking at metered spots on Superior Street from Lake Avenue to Third Avenue East after 5:30 PM.  These meters are currently enforced until 8:30 PM, although Jim Lesar said that staffing is not adequate to enforce the meters on a regular basis.  The commission agreed to approve  free parking at these meters after 5:30 PM, dates to be established.
NEXT MEETING: November 10, 2009 AT 7:30 AM IN ROOM 106A, CITY HALL
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