CITY OF DULUTH

PARKING COMMISSION

211 City Hall     .  Duluth Minnesota 55802

(218) 730-5107   FAX (218) 730-5907

MINUTES

Parking Commission Meeting

Tuesday, September 14, 2010
Attendance:  John Simpson (District 4), Dick Florey (At Large), Steve Goman (Engineering), Jim Lesar (Police)
Guests:  Mike Maxim, Rebecca Lewis, Jen Walter, Michelle Benson
Loading Zone in front of Dubhlinn Pub, 109 W. Superior St.
Owner Mike Maxim said the kitchen here receives many deliveries each week, and the lack of a loading zone in front of or behind the building has caused many parking tickets to be issued to his deliverymen.  He would like to see a loading zone established either on Superior Street in front of his business or in the alley behind the building.
Steve Goman reminded him that a loading zone can only be used for loading and unloading goods.  Jim Lesar said there is a zone in front of the Maurices building next door that is signed for trucks only until 2:00 PM.  John Simpson asked why the 2:00 PM limit, and Steve said it has been like that for years, possibly because it is adjacent to a bus stop.  Jim said it would not be a problem to remove the 2:00 PM limit, and Steve added that it would be an easy change that would not require council approval.  Mike Maxim said that would work for him.  Dick Florey asked if there are any other similar zones downtown that need to be looked at.   Steve will check with the DTA, and if they don’t have any problems with the removal of the 2:00 PM limit, the change can be made.
Dropoff Zone in front of Wieland Block (P. S. Rudie Clinic) on E. Superior St.

Representing A&L Development was architect Rebecca Lewis.  She said she had spoken with Pete Dane of the Fire Department regarding a patient-only dropoff zone in front of the Wieland Block, where the P. S. Rudie & Associates Medical Clinic has recently relocated.  A&L Development had installed signs designating the dropoff zone, but by city ordinance private companies are prohibited from putting up signs in the city right-of-way.  Steve Goman said he will review this.  Rebecca said there is a security guard stationed at the front entrance to the building, which serves as a deterrent for anyone trying to use the dropoff area for longer-term parking.  
She also mentioned the two spaces on Michigan Street at First Avenue East that are designated as no parking.  People are still parking there.  She felt that the installation of a stop sign at that intersection would be helpful.  Steve said he would take a look at it and would refer the situation to Cindy Voigt and Cari Pedersen.
Parking on W. Niagara St. in front of ball field

West Niagara Street from Kenwood Avenue to the dead end had been designated a Residential Permit Parking Zone earlier this year.  Steve Goman said he had received a request from David Bauman of the College of St. Scholastica to change this so that there are no parking restrictions in the pull-off area adjacent to the ball field.  Jen Walter, women’s softball coach at Scholastica, said that they would also like to see parking allowed on the remainder of Niagara Street during games.  She stated that the parking lots on campus are generally full at game time of 3:00 PM on weekdays, and that there is no shortcut from the parking lots to the ball field anyway, and that the residents of Niagara Street mostly don’t park in the street anyway.
Jim Lesar said he didn’t think that an “Event Parking Only” status would be very enforceable.  Steve Goman said he could notify the residents that such a change was being considered, and asked what the softball season is.  Jen said it’s fairly short, just during April and May, but that the ball field is also used by kids during the summer months.  Steve said he will put together a letter to the residents asking if any of them have issues with having the pull-off area excluded from the Resident Permit Parking Zone during Scholastica softball games.  Jen also asked if the enforcement period could be changed to end on May 15 instead of June 15, since by May 15 spring semester classes have ended.
Residential Permit Parking, New East High School

Resident Michele Benson of 4021 Gilliat Street stated that the parking situation in this neighborhood is bad now while construction is going on, and that she and her neighbors are anticipating that it will become much worse once the school is open.  She said several petitions to designate the area surrounding the school as a Residential Permit Parking Zone have already begun to make the rounds.
Jim Lesar said he can send parking monitors there to assess the situation.  Steve Goman said that additional parking lots will be constructed before the school opens, and that a public hearing would have to be held before a request could be made to the city council to designate the area as a Resident Permit Parking Zone.  He encouraged Michele to continue to spearhead the petition effort.  John Simpson added that the city council is the ultimate decision-maker in this case.

Parking Meter/Angle Parking updates
Steve Goman said that parking meters have been installed on the upper side of London Road between 10th Avenue East and 12th Avenue East, and now First Lutheran Church is requesting that meters be installed on the lower side of London Road as well.  Angled parking is to be installed in front of the Amendola Building and the Hacienda del Sol next week.
Downtown Parking Advisory Panel

Steve Goman briefly touched upon the meeting that had taken place the previous day.  He said that the people on the advisory panel are all very experienced, and that he believes they will come up with some good recommendations.  He reminded the group that this panel is only addressing downtown parking issues and that the commission addresses parking issues on a citywide basis, so there is no real “competition” or conflict of interest.  
NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, October 12, 2010 AT 7:30 AM IN ROOM 106A, CITY HALL
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