CITY OF DULUTH

PARKING COMMISSION

211 City Hall     .  Duluth Minnesota 55802

(218) 730-5107   FAX (218) 730-5907

MINUTES

Parking Commission Meeting

Tuesday, September 8, 2009
Attendance:  Dianna von Rabenau (District 3),  John Simpson (District 4), Steve Horn (At Large), Steve Goman (Engineering), and Jim Lesar (Police)
Guests: Steve Nelson (12th Avenue West)
Petition to add Elizabeth Street to the Residential Permit Parking Zone
This petition was signed by most of the residents of the apartment buildings at 11 and 15 Elizabeth Street.  Steve Goman explained that not all of Elizabeth Street is public right of way, that the cul-de-sac at the top of the street in front of Mt. Royal Manor is privately maintained.  However, there are issues with UMD students parking along the public roadway.  John Simpson said this is not an issue for St. Luke’s Clinic across the street from the apartments, as it has adequate parking in its lot.  If approved, this would require city council approval as well.  John Simpson moved to recommend this to the council.  Dianna von Rabenau seconded.  The motion was approved.
No Parking on 12th Avenue West below West 6th Street

Homeowner Steve Nelson said he is making this request because parking along this segment of 12th Avenue West creates a sight distance issue for anyone trying to pull out into the street.  Steve Goman said that this is a very narrow road with a rather steep grade and that he believes all of the adjacent homes have off-street parking.  He added that if there is a vehicle parked on the road during plowing operations, the plow operator will not plow there.  Dianna von Rabenau moved and John Simpson seconded that the commission recommend no-parking this road segment, and it was approved.  Steve Goman will follow up with a council resolution, letters to the residents, and correct signage.
No Parking on Railroad Street from 5th Avenue West to Garfield Avenue

Jim Lesar said this is currently alternate side parking, but upcoming events, in particular the Bentleyville Christmas light display, which is expected to draw 250,000 spectators, will require additional safety measures.  The problem is currently exacerbated by lack of parking at the DECC during construction.  This segment of Railroad Street has been temporarily no-parked in the past.  John Simpson moved to approve the proposal, Steve Horn seconded, and the motion passed.  
Increase time limits at Endion Lot and Steam Plant Lot to 10 hours, with rate adjustments

Steve Goman said Tony Bowen of the Canal Park Business Association made this request.  It would benefit both tourists and workers.  Dianna von Rabenau said that many tourists are not even aware of the Endion Lot.  Steve Goman said another possibility would be to pull the meters and use the lots for contract parking only, adding that part of the Endion Lot will be used for construction equipment during the construction of the SSO facility next year.  Dianna said that contract parking is not a good solution for part-time workers and that she would prefer the meters be left there.  Meter rates were discussed.  Ten hours of parking at a 25 cents/40 minutes meter would cost $4.25.  Dianna von Rabenau moved, and John Simpson seconded, to extend the time limits at the Endion Lot.  The motion was approved.
Steve Goman said that the Steam Plant Lot is not used much in the mornings.   Usage starts to pick up around lunchtime and goes into the evenings.  John Simpson said that if time limits in this lot are extended, many of the parking spaces will taken by Minnesota Power employees.  Jim Lesar said the Steam Plant Lot is much more visible to tourists than the Endion Lot.  Dianna von Rabenau suggested that this topic be revisited after construction at the DECC is completed.  John Simpson moved that the commission not recommend extended time limits at meters in the Steam Plant lot at this time.  Steve Horn seconded and the motion passed.
Additional residential parking permits at 1925 West Kent Road

The homeowner making this request did not attend the meeting so it was not known why she was making this request.  She had indicated to Steve Goman that permits for five vehicles were needed.  The home does have off-street parking with an alley access.  Jim Lesar said each household in a residential permit parking zone can obtain up to three regular parking permits and up to two guest parking permits.  Because this would appear to be an adequate number of permits for this household, the commission voted to deny the request.
NEXT MEETING: October 13, 2009 AT 7:30 AM IN ROOM 106A, CITY HALL
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