MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT BOARD

October 12, 2010, 2:00 PM, Room 106A

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Montgomery, Chief Administrative Officer; Cindy Voigt, City Engineer; John Gellatly, City Assessor.
ALSO PRESENT:   Bob Asleson, City Attorney’s Office; Cari Pedersen, Engineering; Mark Guisfredi, Engineering; Matt Decur, Engineering; Linda Brophy, City Assessor’s Office; Kevin Scharnberg, City Assessor’s Office.
PERSONS PRESENT FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.
Dave Montgomery called the meeting to order at 1:00 P.M. 

Minutes of the August 11 meeting were approved.

TABLED ITEMS:   

1)
Woodland Avenue Special Assessment (Project 0243TR) - UMD-Owned Property
This item will remain tabled until the special assessment is paid.  Dave Montgomery asked for an update on the status of this item, and Linda Brophy said the project is just finishing up now and she should be able to calculate the assessment before the end of the year.
NEW  BUSINESS:  
1.
8th Avenue East Sanitary Sewer (Mark Guisfredi)
Mark explained that three homes (721, 723 and 729) on the west side of the avenue are on a shared private sewer line that is failing and is discharging into the Grey’s Creek storm sewer.  A resolution was approved by the city council on October 11 to construct a public sewer here and connect it to the sewer main in 8th Street Alley.  Cost is estimated at $32,000.  A public hearing will need to be held.  Dave Montgomery asked if this project would be fully paid through special assessment, and Mark said it would.  Dave then asked how the city knows that this problem exists.  Mark said Utility Operations first invested a sinkhole at 729 and followed up with dye tests last summer.  He said the property owners have been notified, but at the time it was not realized that the three houses were on a shared service.  
Mark added that the owner of 723 is in hospice care but has no designated power of attorney.  Dave asked what would happen if the state takes the owner’s estate to offset costs of public medical assistance, and Bob Asleson said he expected that the state would probably take priority over any claims made by the city.  Linda Brophy said she could look up county property records to check the status of this.  Mark said he would like to hold the public hearing on Monday, October 25 at 11:00 PM.  
2.
Gravel Streets and Alleys – Potential Cost Participation by the City (Cindy Voigt)
It was moved to table this item and item no. 3 until the November meeting when more board members can be in attendance.
3.
Brick Sidewalks – Assess as Concrete Sidewalks or Not (Cindy Voigt)
Tabled – see item no. 2.

OLD  BUSINESS:  

None

Meeting was adjourned at 1:35 PM.
INFORMATION ONLY:


Next regular meeting November 9, 2010, in Room 106A at 2:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,




Dave Montgomery, Chair

Jennifer Bergum
Special Assessment Board

Acting SAB Secretary
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