MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT BOARD

September 8, 2009, 2:00 PM, Room 106A

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Montgomery, Chief Administrative Officer, John Gellatly, City Assessor; Cindy Voigt, City Engineer; Keith Hamre, Interim Planning Director; Jim Benning, Public Works & Utilities Director.
ALSO PRESENT: Bob Asleson, City Attorney(s Office; Linda Brophy, City Assessor(s Office.
PRESENT FOR AGENDA ITEMS: Amy Johnson, Oliver Management Co.
Cindy Voigt called the meeting to order at 2:04 P.M. 

Amended minutes of the July 14 meeting and minutes of the August 11 meeting were approved.

TABLED ITEMS:   

1.
Woodland Avenue Special Assessment (Project 0243TR – UMD-Owned Property)
Nobody from the University of Minnesota has contacted either Linda Brophy or Pat Mlakar regarding this.  Linda said she would call them.  Another letter may be necessary.
OLD  BUSINESS:  





None.
NEW BUSINESS:

1.
Removal of Special Assessments of Less Than $500 (Per SAB Policy) – Keith Hamre

Linda Brophy handed out copies of a list of 214 tax forfeit properties that have outstanding special assessments of less than $500 against them.  Keith Hamre explained that 100 of those assessments are for garbage hauling fees.  15 of the properties on the list have been sold.  Another 55 need to be looked at more closely, with the property locations and age of the special assessment being taken into consideration.   He added that from the community development perspective it is important to get these properties back on the tax rolls.

Dave Montgomery asked if there is any way to legally pursue the previous property owners for these unpaid assessments.  Bob Asleson said in theory, yes, there is, but the process is often not cost-effective.  He added that if the assessment was due to a petitioned improvement, then the assessment could be considered a personal obligation of the petitioner.  However, for any other type of assessment (street improvement, demolition, etc.), the obligation is attached to the property.  
Regarding garbage assessments, Bob Asleson explained that the city acts as an agent to collect unpaid fees on behalf of the garbage haulers.  He said that the city currently has no write-off policy on these assessments, although the garbage haulers probably write them off after a couple of years.  Dave Montgomery suggested that someone talk to the local garbage haulers and find out what they do.  Keith Hamre said he will do this and report back at the October meeting.  

Keith Hamre moved that the Board remove the 208 special assessments on the list that are under $500.  Jim Benning seconded, and the motion was unanimously approved.  Linda Brophy said she will give the list to the treasurer’s office and find out what their accounting method is.  Dave Montgomery asked if any of the properties on the list are included in the land the city is currently offering for sale, and Keith Hamre said none are.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Meeting was recessed at 2:30 PM for public hearings on the reinstatement of a street improvement assessment against Plat 1820, Parcel 00140 (Lot 13, Block 2, Gays Division) and a demolition assessment against Plat 1350, Parcel 08100 (Lot 73, Block 25, Duluth Proper Third Division.  Keith Hamre moved, and John Gellatly seconded, that the assessments be reinstated, and the motion was approved unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 2:50 PM.
INFORMATION ONLY:


Next regular meeting Tuesday, October 13, 2009, in Room 106A at 2:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,




Dave Montgomery, Chair

Jeanne Horn

Special Assessment Board

SAB Secretary

