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Core Trail Themes:
Purpose Built Trails Offering High Quality 
Experience
Improved Sustainability Using Advanced 
Building Techniques
Comprehensive Wayfinding System
Spurred Trail Connections to Adjacent 
Neighborhoods
Multi-Use-Trail Accommodations
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Rating Scale:
• Located in a highly scenic and natural setting
• Provides a wide range of recreational facilities/features for variety of users
• Well-designed facilities
• High overall uniqueness of a place

• Located in a scenic setting with a general appeal
• Provides a wide range of recreational facilities/features for variety of users   	   		
  with some scaled back facilities
• Well-designed facilities address targeted user groups
• Overall sense of place is not especially unique

• Located in a scenic setting with a general appeal
• Provides  enough different types of recreational facilities/features
• Well-designed facilities of a smaller scale that address targeted user groups
• Overall sense of place is not especially unique

Rating Scale:
• Located in a regionally-important natural landscape with unique land features
• Includes water features (lakes, rivers, and streams)
• Contains ecologically rare plant communities
• Features high quality wildlife habitat
• Contains historically/culturally-significant features
• Connected a larger open space context
• Contains man-made features
• Accommodates general recreational uses while preserving the natural features

• Showcases a quality “signature” natural landscape feature 
• Includes water features (lakes, rivers, and streams)
• Contains diverse wildlife habitat with the opportunity for restoration
• Contains historically/culturally-significant features
• Connected to a larger open space context
• Contains man-made features
• Accommodates general recreational uses while preserving the natural features

• Appealing site for the proposed recreational uses
• No “signature” natural landscape feature present

Rating Scale:
• Located in a densely settled/rapidly growing regional center/tourist 	    		    	   					       		
  destination
• Five to ten miles of driving distance
• Connected to local/regional/state trail

• Located in a densely settled/rapidly growing regional center/tourist 				      			    		    		
  destination
• Ten to fifteen miles of driving distance
• Connected to local/regional/state trail

• Located in a densely settled/rapidly growing regional center/tourist 				      					        		
  destination 
• Provides limited access to local/regional/state trail

Rating Scale:
• Located in an area with no access to regional/state parks
• Gap in services

• Gap in services

• Not enough user demand to enhance recreational facilities/amenities

Criteria #1 - Provides a High-Quality Outdoor Recreation Experience Criteria #2 - Preserves a Regionally-Significant and Diverse 
Natural or Historic Landscape

Criteria #3 - Well-located and Connected to Serve a Regional 
Population and/or Tourist Destination

Criteria #4 - Fill a Gap in recreational Opportunity within the Region
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Why complete a Master Plan for Hartley Park?

Greater Minnesota Regional parks and Trails Strategic Plan
Legacy Funding Evaluation Criteria Rating System

Validates Regional Park designation and eligibility for legacy funding dollars
Ensures proposed recreational activities and amenities are compatible within the  park’s natural resource environment
Integrates public comment and feedback into the master planning process
Establishes a framework plan for implementing park improvements and managing natural resources over the next 5 - 10 years
Identifies cost estimates for determining funding needs

Views of Lake Superior from Gazebo Point Overlook View from Rock Knob Overlook Existing TrailHiking
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N200 100 0 200 Feet

Based on Mapping Produced by Ethan Perry
for Hartley Nature Center 02/26/2004
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Forest Cover Type Key
Aspen-Mix
Black Ash-Mix
Buildings and Parking Lot
Lowland Brush
Lowland Grass
Lowland Hardwoods-Mix
Northern Hardwoods-Mix
Pond
Recreational Fields
Red/Norway Pine-Mix
Upland Brush
Upland Grass
White Pine
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We’re here to help!

PT : PICNIC TABLE
SS : STEP STUMPS

LEGEND

Nature Explore is a collaborative project of Arbor Day Foundation and Dimensions Educational Research Foundation ©2013 Dimensions Foundation

S : STORAGE
B : BENCH

      ENTRY 
• ARBOR WITH VINE(S)
• LOW BRIDGE AT NATURAL SWALE
        
      WATER
• RECIRCULATING
• ALONG NATURAL SWALE
• HAND/FOOT OPERATED PUMP

    GATHERING
• USE EXISTING AMPITHEATER

     NATURE ART
• NATURE ART TABLE
• STORAGE
• SEATING - AT EASE BENCH(ES)
• LOCAL / REGIONAL STONE FLOOR

     MESSY MATERIALS
• 12”-18” DEEP MULCH
• 4’-6’ LONG X 10”-20” DIAMETER LOGS
         AT PERIMETER
• CENTRAL ‘LOG OF INTEREST’
• GIANT TREE COOKIES
• SHARED STORAGE

    SAND
• L - SHAPED GROUND LEVEL BED
• ROUNDED ROCKS FOR BORDER
         AND SEATING
• SHARED STORAGE

        BUILDING
• DISCOVERY TABLE
• SEATING - AT EASE BENCH(ES)
• STORAGE
• LOCAL/REGIONAL STONE FLOOR

        MUSIC / MOVEMENT
• METALLOPHONE / AKAMBIRA
• STORAGE

        CLIMBING & 
     CRAWLING
• REDCEDAR LOG STEPS
• REMAINDER OF AREA DEVELOPED 
         ON SLOPES BY OWNER

     OPEN
• CLEAR LOW BRUSH
• ESTABLISH NATIVE/ADAPTED GRASS
        OR RETAIN NATURAL FLOOR   
    GARDEN / DIRT DIGGING
• RAISED AND GROUND LEVEL BEDS
• WATER SOURCE

     SMALL GATHERING
• MULTIPLE LOCATIONS AS DESIRED
• TABLE(S), BENCH(ES), HAMMOCK(S)

         

      PATHS THROUGH 
      PLANTINGS
• DIVERSE NATIVES AND ADAPTED             

PLANTINGS AS SEEN / TRANSPLANTED 
FROM REMAINDER OF PROPERTY
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Hartley Nature Center
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Proposed Site Improvements

To Hartley Field/
Future Preschool

Park Entrance Road

Park Entrance Road

Wetland
Complex

Wetland
Complex

To Trail System

Old Hartley Road/
To Trail System

Satellite 
Partition 
Screen

Nature 
Center

Nature 
Center

Native Gardens

Open Play 
Area

Open Play 
Area

Welcome 
Orientation 
Kiosk

Permeable
Paving  in 
Parking Bays

Raingarden

Yurt/ Outdoor
Classroom

Nature Play
Area

Observatory with S/E
Sky Orientation

Reconfigured Parking Lot

Existing Plan for Nature Play Area

Existing Parking Lot Configuration

Hartley Nature Center
Approx. 60 spaces

Approx. 45 spaces

Hartley Nature Center

Observatory Example Existing Amphitheater/Nature Play Area

Yurt Example Raingarden/Parking Lot Example

Native 
Gardens


