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PLACEMENT OF RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY STRUCTURES
2007 Minnesota State Residential Code

This handout does not address placement for compliance with UDC (Zoning)

Accessory Structure:  A structure not greater than 3,000 square feet in floor area and not over two stories in height  the use of which is customarily accessory to and incidental to that of the dwelling and which is located on the same lot.

Accessory structures with walls parallel to property line(s) that do NOT adjoin a street, alley or public way.  If the lot line in question borders a street, alley or public way, use one half of the platted width to determine fire separation distance requirements, otherwise the following requirements shall apply:

Non-rated:  If you do not want to rate any part of the construction facing a property line, you must keep a minimum distance of 5’ from any part of the construction to the property line.

Walls:  An exterior wall that is less than 5’ to a property line must have a 1 hour fire-resistive rating with exposure from both sides.

Projections (such as roof overhangs):  maintain a fire separation distance of at least 2 from a property line.  Exception:  An accessory structure that is located closer than 2’ to the property line may have eave projections not exceeding 4 inches.

Any projection less than 5 feet from a property line must have the underside protected by a minimum of one layer of 5/8” gypsum sheathing.  Openings (venting) are not allowed.

Example:  If you keep the wall at a distance of 5’ or greater to avoid fire-rating of the wall, your eave still needs the underside protected with no openings.

Openings in exterior walls:  Openings in exterior walls are only allowed if the wall is set back at least 3 feet from the property line.  At 3 feet or greater distance from the property line a maximum of 25% of the wall area is allowed to have non-rated openings.  At a distance of 5 feet or greater unlimited unrated openings are permitted.

Penetrations:   For walls less than 5 feet to property lines, please refer to MSRC Section R317.3.

Accessory structure distance to the primary (dwelling) structure on the same lot:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Accessory structure walls that are placed less than 3 feet from the dwelling wall shall be protected with not less than ½” gypsum board applied to the interior side of the exterior walls that are within this area.  In this area, door openings are required to be solid wood a minimum of 1 3/8” thick, solid or honeycomb steel doors not less than 1 3/8” thick or a 20 minute fire-rated door and windows are required to be 20 minute fire-rated.  Other openings shall be protected by filling the opening around the penetration with approved material to resist the passage of flame. This provision shall not apply to accessory structure walls that are perpendicular to the adjacent dwelling wall.
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