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FAIRMOUNT PARK  -  CITY OF DULUTH OPTION #3

Fairmount Park Goals:
•	 Provide Top Quality Park for Corridor Neighborhoods:   Fulfill Parks Master 

Plan priority to create top- quality Corridor park space, like those in other areas of 
Duluth

•	 Increase Access:  Enhance access to Fairmount by eliminating fences and 
admission fees for most of the park, creating new neighborhood access points, 
and creating new ADA accessible trails to and through the park. 

•	 Connect People to Nature:  Connect people to nature through environmental 
learning, up-close animal experiences, nature play, and outdoor exploration.

•	 Achieve Financial Sustainability:  Decrease short term and long term City 
of Duluth costs for development, maintenance, and operation of facilities at 
Fairmount Park.

•	 Support Destination Development:  Establish corridor as visitor destination by 
increasing visitation to Fairmount Park and contributing to a set of integrated 
Corridor experiences.

•	 Sustain Zoo Tradition:  Sustain and reinvigorate proud Lake Superior Zoo and 
Lake Superior Zoological Society traditions.
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FAIRMOUNT PARK  -  CITY OF DULUTH OPTION #3

Fairmount Park Features
•	 Main Building - Museum-quality indoor 

exhibits, play space, and classrooms; cafe, 
gift shop, and central admission for KidZoo, 
indoor/outdoor play area, and amphitheater 
programs.

•	 Indoor Playground - New multi-story 
wildlife-themed indoor playground in 3,000 
sq. ft. addition to the main building.

•	 KidZoo - Indoor/ outdoor zoo experience 
that uses parallel play and up-close animal 
experiences to connect children to the 
natural world. 

•	 Nature Play Areas - New generation 
destination outdoor play area featuring 
climbing, water play, building, and pretend.

•	 Creekside Signature Park - Repurpose Polar 
Shores to include lawn amphitheater, picnic 
and event space, and new playground. 

•	 Accessible Nature Area - ADA accessible 
trails through restored native forests and 
streams. 
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FAIRMOUNT PARK  -  CITY OF DULUTH OPTION #3

Park Access Points
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Trail Access
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Existing - Superior Hiking Trail
Existing - Munger Trail
Other Existing 
Other Proposed
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Proposed Bike Lane

Snowmobile Network
Existing

Equestrian Trail Network
Proposed Equestrian Trail (conceputal)

Other Trails
Proposed Mountain Bike Trails (COGGS)
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Multi Purpose Trails

Trail Access

kj Proposed City Trail Center

")T Existing Trailhead

Crossings
#* Proposed Enhanced Pedestrian Crossing

Duluth Streams
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Trailhead

Main Building
Hub for all park activity with central 
admission for KidZoo, Indoor 
Playground, and Nature Playground.

•	 Parking Lot Level – Admissions, café, 
restrooms, educational/ small animal 
exhibits, existing lemur exhibit, upper 
terrace dining/ park viewing, access to 
indoor play area (new west wing).

•	 Lower Level – Educational/ small 
animal exhibits, classroom/ meeting 
space, restrooms, circulation out to 
outdoor nature play plaza (south), 
plaza area (west), Critter Connection & 
KidZoo (east).

•	 Third Level – Office spaces.

•	 Expand parking north of the building.

•	 Additional sidewalk/ trail connections.

Main Building
•	Admissions
•	Cafe + Restrooms
•	Small Animal Exhibits
•	Indoor Play Structure
•	Classroom/ Meeting Space
•	Equipment Rental

Critter Connection
•	Small Animal Exhibits

Indoor Play 
Building

Parking

Terrace
Patio

Building 
Entrance

Building 
Entrance

Entrance/ 
Admissions

Plaza

Expanded Parking

Sidewalk

Sidewalk

Fence

Small 
Amphitheater

Nature Play Areas
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Fairmount Park  -  City of Duluth Option #3
Main Building - Character Imagery

An enhanced terrace for special events

A renovated main building with a new focus on place, nature, 
active educational play, smaller, up close  animal experiences, etc.

Space for café and gift shop

Small indoor  animal exhibits

New admissions/ information desk
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FAIRMOUNT PARK  -  CITY OF DULUTH OPTION #3
Main Building - Character Imagery

Develop classroom spaces in the lower 
lever for a nature-based early childhood 
learning program/ preschool

Education focus - develop habitat/nature exhibits for kids

Create small 
amphitheater or 

outdoor classroom 
area as an orientation 
or educational space 
for school groups on 

the east side of Critter 
Connection
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FAIRMOUNT PARK  -  CITY OF DULUTH OPTION #3
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Cross City Routes

Existing - Superior Hiking Trail
Existing - Munger Trail
Other Existing 
Other Proposed

On Road Bikeways
Existing Bike Routes
Proposed Bike Lane

Snowmobile Network
Existing

Equestrian Trail Network
Proposed Equestrian Trail (conceputal)

Other Trails
Proposed Mountain Bike Trails (COGGS)
Proposed Trail
Multi Purpose Trails

Trail Access

kj Proposed City Trail Center

")T Existing Trailhead

Crossings
#* Proposed Enhanced Pedestrian Crossing

Duluth Streams
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Trailhead

Indoor Playground
Two-story indoor play area connected 
to the Main Building with North Shore/ 
North Woods theme. 

•	 New 3,000 sq. ft. footprint (± 50’ x 60’ ),  
open 2-story building.

•	 Connection from main building as 
primary entrance (allow access for 
service/ mechanicals below).

•	 North Shore-themed play structures/ 
features.

•	 2 small rental rooms for parties, etc.

•	 Restrooms.
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Indoor Playground - Character Imagery

Variety of activity

North Woods, nature-themed play space
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LEGEND
Cross City Routes

Existing - Superior Hiking Trail
Existing - Munger Trail
Other Existing 
Other Proposed

On Road Bikeways
Existing Bike Routes
Proposed Bike Lane

Snowmobile Network
Existing

Equestrian Trail Network
Proposed Equestrian Trail (conceputal)

Other Trails
Proposed Mountain Bike Trails (COGGS)
Proposed Trail
Multi Purpose Trails

Trail Access

kj Proposed City Trail Center

")T Existing Trailhead

Crossings
#* Proposed Enhanced Pedestrian Crossing

Duluth Streams

¯ 0 200 400 600 800100 Feet

Trailhead

KidZoo
2-acre, indoor/ outdoor zoo experience 
comprises four major exhibit areas:

•	 Wild Neighbors – Native Minnesota 
species such as bobcat, lynx, fox, and 
cougar. Exhibits focus on wild animals in 
the urban wilderness and how to coexist.  
Cat Climb outdoor parallel play space.

•	 Primate Cousins – Indoor primate 
exhibits focusing on the close kinship 
between people and wild primates. 
Monkey Tree outdoor parallel play space.

•	 Critter Connection – Indoor exhibits 
that provide hands-on animal experiences 
(in current Griggs building).

•	 Farm Friends – Indoor/outdoor farm 
animal exhibit featuring heritage livestock 
breeds adapted to cold northern climates.

•	 Small amphitheater for outdoor classroom 
and program space. 
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KidZoo - Character Imagery

Parallel play on themed zoo animals and habitats

Maintain and enhance existing Primates exhibit

Petting zoo

Retain the existing farm animal building for a 
domestic petting zoo experience 
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Cross City Routes

Existing - Superior Hiking Trail
Existing - Munger Trail
Other Existing 
Other Proposed

On Road Bikeways
Existing Bike Routes
Proposed Bike Lane

Snowmobile Network
Existing

Equestrian Trail Network
Proposed Equestrian Trail (conceputal)

Other Trails
Proposed Mountain Bike Trails (COGGS)
Proposed Trail
Multi Purpose Trails

Trail Access

kj Proposed City Trail Center

")T Existing Trailhead

Crossings
#* Proposed Enhanced Pedestrian Crossing

Duluth Streams
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Trailhead

Nature Play Areas
An outdoor, North Shore-themed 
playground adjacent to the Main Building 
with water play features, climbing features, 
ropes, moveable natural elements, and 
hillside slides.

•	 Reuse portions of the tiger exhibit for play 
area and climbing structure.

•	 Create a water play feature (recirculating 
creek) with small splash pad at the 
headwaters

•	 Create a separate area for digging and 
building in sand with a hand water pump.

•	 Create a “logs and hollows” play area for 
moveable play elements (sticks, stumps, 
etc) to stack, build, etc.

•	 Create hillside slides adjacent to the 
indoor playground building

Main Building

Critter 
Connection

Parking
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Patio

Building 
Entrance

Building 
Entrance

Entrance/ 
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Farm 
Friends

Nature Playground
•	Splash pad
•	Recirculating Creek
•	Climbing & Low Ropes
•	Sand Digging/ Building
•	Logs & Hollows Moveable 

Play Features
•	Climbing Tree
•	Climbing Rocks
•	Hillside Slide

Indoor 
Playground
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Gate

Fence
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Hillside 
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FAIRMOUNT PARK  -  CITY OF DULUTH OPTION #3

Create a water play feature (recirculating creek) with small splash pad at the 
headwaters, hand pump, and sand area for digging and building.

Develop an outdoor play zone with water play, digging, building, etc.

Create an interactive stream area

Nature Play Areas - Character Imagery



Fairmount Park / Lake Superior Zoo Visioning - City of Duluth Option #3	 4 June 2015

FAIRMOUNT PARK  -  CITY OF DULUTH OPTION #3
Nature Play Areas - Character Imagery

Reuse the tiger exhibit for play area and climbing structure. 

Natural materials and nature-themed play structures

Utilize natural materials and nature-theme features.



Fairmount Park / Lake Superior Zoo Visioning - City of Duluth Option #3	 4 June 2015

FAIRMOUNT PARK  -  CITY OF DULUTH OPTION #3
Nature Play Areas - Character Imagery

Create a “logs and hollows” play area for 
moveable play elements (sticks, stumps, etc) to 
stack, build, etc.

Utilize natural materials and nature-theme elements for a 
range of unique play features
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FAIRMOUNT PARK  -  CITY OF DULUTH OPTION #3
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Cross City Routes

Existing - Superior Hiking Trail
Existing - Munger Trail
Other Existing 
Other Proposed

On Road Bikeways
Existing Bike Routes
Proposed Bike Lane

Snowmobile Network
Existing

Equestrian Trail Network
Proposed Equestrian Trail (conceputal)

Other Trails
Proposed Mountain Bike Trails (COGGS)
Proposed Trail
Multi Purpose Trails

Trail Access

kj Proposed City Trail Center

")T Existing Trailhead

Crossings
#* Proposed Enhanced Pedestrian Crossing

Duluth Streams
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Trailhead

Creekside Signature Park
A sloped grass amphitheater for outdoor 
gatherings, performance space and 
rentable shelters at former Polar Shores. 

•	 Repurpose Polar Shores exhibit for 
picnicking area. Retain portions of rock 
outcropping to frame picnic lawn and 
provide visual interest/ distinctive space. 

•	 Demolish existing building and build new 
picnic pavilion as a rentable event space 
for 100-150 people.

•	 Add new playground nestled into the rock 
outcroppings on the east side.

•	 Create an open lawn amphitheater near 
the former playground/ picnic area to 
accommodate approximately 200-250 
people. 

•	 Add area for portable restrooms.

#*

#*

kj

kj

")T

")T

")T

CITY OF DULUTH

N P
 R

Y C
O

BAY HILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

BENEDIC
TIN

E C
ARE C

ENTERS

KELL
Y R

IC
HARD A

 JR
 E

TA
L

W
KK IN

C

ST OF MN C278 L35

S 
V B

AY
HIL

L L
LC

S
T 

O
F

 M
N

MEYER & NORMAN

ELFRIN
K R

ONALD L

O
PA

C
K 

N
O

R
M

AN
 M

RIO
RDAN K

IM
 E

R
O

LL
A

N
D

 C
H

E
R

Y
L 

A

K
A

P
E

R
 W

IL
LI

A
M

 J
R

OAK R
OY A

FIVE M LLC

N
E

LS
O

N
 R

E
IN

E
R

 H
 E

TA
L

ASBURY U
NIT

ED M
ETH C

HURCH

A
N

D
E

R
S

O
N

 J
O

H
N

 A

M
CKI

NNEY
 J

O
HN C

 E
TA

L

CPIN RUTH ANN

S S
 G

 C
ORPORAT

IO
N

S
V

E
E

 J
E

R
O

M
E

 H

W
AR

N
ER

 R
IC

H
A

R
D

 A

W
ICKLUND THOMAS

SCHRECK BRYAN E

SHINN KEVIN W

CHERNE ROBERT H

PAULICK G
LENN A

DULU
TH TRANSIT AUTHORITY

D
O

S
AN

 M
IC

H
A

EL
 G

 J
R

H
ABBE

R
STAD

 BR
AD

LE
Y E

HARRIS LISA MARIE

LUNDT DUSTIN K

FABECK GERALD C

GUNDERSON BRUCE D

BERG G
ARY E

DECKER TERESA J

LAFLAIR BRIAN D

SPINK E F

LUNDBERG VINSON

KER
VIN

A R
O

BER
T F ETAL

MUNGER JEFFREY S

SEGUN CYNTHIA JEAN

COX TI
A A

 E
TA

L

THOMPSON BRADLEY T

ANSTETT CHRISTOPHER C JR

POSTA
L C

HAD J

O
K

ST
AD

 J
U

D
IT

H
 A

KEPPERS JON G

NETLAND MICHAEL J ETUX

PERICH PAMELLA A

BERGSTROM DEBRA J

BALAICH STEVEN M SR ETUX

HEGG MICHAEL E

KIN
G K

ENNETH J

TA
SK

Y-
IV

ERSO
N JA

NET
 H

EL
EN

BURAK TARA

MARKUS DUANE A

LULL ALAYNA

SEO KENGO

ELDER RICHARD A

SKULL CARLA R

VELANDER ROSS A

OVERBY FOREST L ETUX

PIETRUSA DANIEL J

R
AD

TK
E 

JA
C

KI
E

JOHNSON DENISE K

WIGGINS JACK T

W
ALT

ERS E
IL

EEN

FO
UCAULT

 D
AW

N M

FOURNIER RODNEY A ETUX

E
N

G
E

N
 K

A
R

E
N

 M

JO
H

N
S

O
N

 K
E

VI
N

 M

LU
ND K

ENT R

BETHANY B
APTIS

T C
HURCH

IVERSON LI
NDA A

PA
RKS E

RIK K

PRIBNOW ROBERT J ETAL

MEYERS M
ARI J

ANNE

GUNDERSON B
RIA

N J

PIRKOLA THOMAS

SOSHEA JOHN R ETUX

HELIKER GEORGE & BONNIE L

HAMIL 
DAV

ID
 E

STA
UTY

 JE
FF

 A

JOHNSTON CHRIS

OTTO CHARLES

STA
FS

HOLT
 D

AVID
 L

FI
LIA

TR
AU

LT
 P

HILI
P 

A

FIR
E &

 SAFE
TY

 P
ROTECTIO

N IN
C

MAID
A S

AMUEL N

N
E

TL
A

N
D

 C
O

R
R

IN
E

 A
N

N

HOM ERIC
A L

SWEDE ARTHUR R ETUX

DHB C
ARE S

ERVIC
ES L

LC

JONES EUGENE ROBERT

ELL
EFSEN M

ARK A

SEGUIN JOHN N JR ETUX

SCOTT
 BELIT

A K

SEC OF HUD

CONKLIN
 LE

ONARD A JR

HEROLD
 D

EAN J

KERVINA KEVIN R

BERNHARDT S
HIR

LE
Y

POND R
IC

KEY W

WELL
S B

RENT G

H R A OF DULUTH

RIGGIO MARGARET M

RESBERG JAN MARK ETAL

TA
YLO

R J 
MARYLY

NN

CAMPBELL
 LE

E E

LAFLAIR BRUCE C

PEDERSON JA
Y A

SARFF G
ERALD

 A

NEPHEW ROBERT E ETUX

FR
ANCIS

 M
ARY M

STE
RNAL M

ARK A

V
O

E
LK

 H
E

N
R

Y
 J

 E
T

U
X

BUDIM
IR

 VA
LE

RIE

MIC
HOG ANTO

N F

SUNDSTROM WARREN ETUX

POLANI DENISE

MILL
ER KEITH P

ERLE
Y

CAHILL
 KATHLE

EN

HANSEN KEITH N

UPTO
N E

ARL W
 JR

MCGATH TORREY A

TU
CCI N

IC
HOLA

S J

PA
DILL

A R
OBERT L

TU
RCOTT

 LI
NZIE

 M

KUCHARSKI E
RIC

 O

BLA
ZEJA

K B
RYAN P

FREEMAN ROBERT C

SAT
HERS LA

UREN J

SW
ITZE

R M
IC

HAEL J

KUJAWA WAYNE L

MAKI J
AMES W

 E
TA

L

RUNSTR
OM STEVEN

NEUBERGER SARAH

LO
W

R
Y

 J
A

N
E

 M
A

S
O

N

SAKELLS PHILIP

PIRKOLA SHIRLEY

B
O

LF
 M

A
R

K
 J

PA
RENDO M

ELIS
SA A

BORGESON TONYA R

HANSEN S
UZI P

 E
TA

L

FAWCETT STEPHANIE A

WILD
 C

LA
UDIA

 J

DEBELAK ROSEMARIE

S
H

E
A

R
E

R
 D

A
N

IE
L 

W

C
O

O
LE

Y
 L

A
W

R
E

N
C

E
 C

B
A

R
C

A
L 

JO
H

N
 J

 E
TU

X

CLAVEAU KATHLEEN M

STE
PHENS R

OBERT E

CONNER H
OLL

Y ANNE

TR
ANHOLT

 R
OBERT W

DULUTH ECONOMIC DEV AUTH

KRESKY D
AVID

 J 
ETUX

MIS
CEVIC

H M
ARLE

E M

BORIC
H R

ORY M
 E

TU
X

LU
NDGREN A

NDREW
 D

SENGTH
AO W

HITNEY

VERRY E
LO

N S
 III

 E
TUX

WILB
ER D

UANE E
 E

TUX

FLOOD MICHAEL P ETUX

HERRICK EARL J

KLA
NDE TI

MOTH
Y

CRAV
EN BETT

Y

CARLS
ON JO

HN E
 E

TU
X

LAFONT DOUGLAS J

JO
HNSON K

ENT R

KRIE
DLE

R M
ARGARET L

HUIE FRANK HONG

RIPLEY JAMES R JR ETAL

DAMKROEGER KRIS
TY A

OCI(N) CORP

FE
LIX

 G
REGORY A

REID
 R

ANDY

SAMS LO
IS

 J

NEUMANN DEBRA K

LA
R

SEN
 LAU

R
EN

B
E

D
A

R
D

 F
R

A
N

K

FEENY JAMES M ETAL

S
A

A
S

K
I A

LI
C

E

TH
OMPSON SHAW

N

ELDE EARL

SIMONSON HARVEY G ETUX

W
A

LL
E

R
 R

U
TH

 A
N

N

LAPLANTE DANIEL L

HORAK KADIE A

MOONEY BARRY R

CPIN PETER JR

MCGAFFE
Y R

 W
 E

TA
L

OLSON TERRY A

YADLOSKY MARK A

JA
BLO

NSKI G
ERALD

 E

WARK B
RIA

N E

SIM
I A

MANDA J

DETE
RLIN

G H
AROLD

 A

KIN
G K

ENNETH J 
ETU

X

JENNISON PATRICK C

WALD
OW

SKI T
AMARA L

OLS
ON G

LO
RIA

PEDERSON JA
Y A E

TUX

KUCHARSKI R
IC

HARD J

WIS
S M

ITC
HELL

 J 
ETU

X

VUKELICH JOSEPH A

PERFETTI
 E

LIZ
ABETH

 A

COHEN M
ARY K

MCLA
UGHLIN

 JO
LE

NE T

MCDONELL
 M

ARK E
TU

X

RACKLIF
FE D

OROTHY A

BONK JEROME T

LI
N

D
E

R
 J

O
N

 F

ARFS
TE

N M
ILA

N

CONDON LA
URA

SILJ
ENDAHL J

AMIN
 J

WILLARD ENTERPRISES INC

KORALIA KATIE M

NYNAS S
ARAH G

KOLA
RI S

COTT
 D

STEVENS KEITH L

HEIDEMANN CHARLES O III

DOYLE TIMOTHY J

ERICKSON JACK T

KIDD JAMES J & REBECCA

LAUGHLIN MARK A ETAL

LIN
VA

L M
IC

HAEL J

FA
IR

CHILD
 SUSAN

ENTZ
MIN

GER AMY

BORGESON TONYA

MORETTO
 ALIC

E M

SAMWAYS JAMES R

LA
TO

UR S
TE

VEN W

JOHNSTON CHRIS C

BEAUDIN
 S

HARYL L

PERRAULT
 JA

MES A

WASHBURN TO
DD S

NELSON REINER H ETUX

LE
B

E
A

U
 M

IC
H

E
LL

E
 A

R
O

D
G

E
R

S
 D

AV
ID

 J

ROSSLE
Y G

ERALD
 A

JO
HNSON JU

LIE
 ANN

KOSKI M
IC

HAEL G
 JR

JACKSON JENNIFER L

RIC
HARD JA

CQUES J

JO
HNSON K

IM
 M

ARIE

EDWARDS PAT
RIC

IA 
L

RECKIN
GER M

IC
HAEL

MELIN BEAU TIMOTHY

DIERYCK D
ALE

 E
 ETUX

BERG E
UGENE D

 E
TUX

SIM
ONE FRANK A E

TU
X

BULL
YA

N M
ARK M

 E
TA

L

HENRIC
KSON D

ANIE
L R

CAMPBELL
 KATH

LE
EN L

OLSON RICHARD E ETUX

FITZSIMMONS GERALD D

RID
GEW

ELL
 D

AV
ID

 E
TA

L

FL
ORESTA

NO JO
S E

TU
X

RIPLEY JAMES J

Fairmount Park

Fairmount Park

Norton Park Community Recreation Center

Indian Point Campground

Lake Superior Zoo

68th Ave W Creek

Kingsbury Cre ek

82nd Ave
W

C
reek

Kingsbury Creek

82nd Ave W Creek

Gra
nd Ave

Pulaski St

Cole
man

 St

Waseca St

Ba
yh

ill
 D

r

N 78th Ave W

N 79th Ave W

N 77th Ave W

S 
67

th
 A

ve
 W

N 80th Ave W

N 76th Ave W

S 
71

st
 A

ve
 W

Fremont St

S 
72

nd
 A

ve
 W

Cald
well

 St

N 75th Ave W

S 
70

th
 A

ve
 W

Th
om

ps
on

 S
t

N 74th Ave W

Natchez St

Bayhill Trl

S 
69

th
 A

ve
 W

N 81st Ave W

O
ld Thom

pson H
ill R

oad Fremont St

Cald
well

 St

Fremont St

S 
72

nd
 A

ve
 W

N
 76th Ave W

Cald
well

 St

S 71st Ave W

LEGEND
Cross City Routes

Existing - Superior Hiking Trail
Existing - Munger Trail
Other Existing 
Other Proposed

On Road Bikeways
Existing Bike Routes
Proposed Bike Lane

Snowmobile Network
Existing

Equestrian Trail Network
Proposed Equestrian Trail (conceputal)

Other Trails
Proposed Mountain Bike Trails (COGGS)
Proposed Trail
Multi Purpose Trails

Trail Access

kj Proposed City Trail Center

")T Existing Trailhead

Crossings
#* Proposed Enhanced Pedestrian Crossing

Duluth Streams

¯ 0 200 400 600 800100 Feet

Trailhead

Nature 
Playground

Parking

Tr
ai

l

Sidewalk

Picnic 
Lawn

Trail

Gate

Bridge

Kiosk

Remnant Polar 
Shores Features

Kingsbury Creek

Stage

Picnic 
Pavilion

Fence

Playground

Kiosk

Trail

Native Restoration

Tra
il

Remnant Polar 
Shores Features

Amphitheater/ 
Picnic Lawn

Portable 
Restrooms



Fairmount Park / Lake Superior Zoo Visioning - City of Duluth Option #3	 4 June 2015

FAIRMOUNT PARK  -  CITY OF DULUTH OPTION #3
Creekside Signature Park - Character Imagery

Integrate new playground into east side remnant walls of former Polar Shores

Reuse exhibit spaces for play areas where possible

New picnic pavilion/ building at  former Polar Shores - 100-150 person capcity

Transform Polar Shores into a distinctive, public gathering space



Fairmount Park / Lake Superior Zoo Visioning - City of Duluth Option #3	 4 June 2015

FAIRMOUNT PARK  -  CITY OF DULUTH OPTION #3

Maintain a rustic and natural character to 
the small amphitheater

Other gathering and event space is 
proposed through the park at picnic 
shelters, pavilions and event buildings.

New nature-themed play structure for neighborhood use

Creekside Signature Park - Character Imagery
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FAIRMOUNT PARK  -  CITY OF DULUTH OPTION #3
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Cross City Routes

Existing - Superior Hiking Trail
Existing - Munger Trail
Other Existing 
Other Proposed

On Road Bikeways
Existing Bike Routes
Proposed Bike Lane

Snowmobile Network
Existing

Equestrian Trail Network
Proposed Equestrian Trail (conceputal)

Other Trails
Proposed Mountain Bike Trails (COGGS)
Proposed Trail
Multi Purpose Trails

Trail Access

kj Proposed City Trail Center

")T Existing Trailhead

Crossings
#* Proposed Enhanced Pedestrian Crossing

Duluth Streams
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Trailhead

Accessible Nature Area
Develop a Minnesota-native arboretum 
program with interpretation.

•	 Establish native trees, shrubs, and forbs 
and remove all non-native species.

•	 Create themed gardens based on micro 
climates and unique landscapes – e.g. 
river, prairie, big woods, white pine stands, 
wildflower meadows, etc.

•	 Reduce large areas of pavement, simplify 
trail network, pull trails away from creek 
for shoreline restoration and buffers.

•	 Plant a natural stream buffer along entire 
length of Kingsbury Creek,  with strategic 
overlooks and alcoves for viewing.
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Accessible Nature Area - Character Imagery

Showcase native Minnesota trees, shrubs and forbs and provide interactive experience through trails, walks, event space, interpretation, and art

Native gardens
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Upper Terrace Picnic & 
Play Area
Establish unique areas for distinctive public 
event, picnic, and play space. 

•	 North of Main Building, use open lawn 
for passive picnicking, pick-up games or 
neighborhood/ community events with 
surrounding trail loop and connection to 
Main Building.

•	 Relocate and upgrade the small 
playground.

•	 Add a 25-50 person picnic pavilion.

•	 Plant additional tree plantings along 
perimeter to buffer residential area.
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Other Features
•	 Enhanced entry to Fairmount Park at 

new signal on Grand Avenue and at the 
western parking lot entry.

•	 Expanded main parking lot with 
landscaping & lighting.

•	 Additional stormwater treatment facilities.

•	 Winter sledding hill (south of creek).

•	 Repurpose portions of zoo exhibits as 
outdoor educational classrooms or picnic 
areas with small open air pavilions (Asian 
Caravan, Bears, and Cougar).

•	 Renew and restore ADA accessible 
walking trails and bridges that provide 
access and accentuate the creek, cascades, 
mature pines, mix of meadows and trees 
groves in the heart of the park.  Consider 
pedestrian scaled lighting along the 
primary trail loop along the creek.

•	 Decorate the park in the winter and create 
a holiday winter walking tour.

•	 Maintain passive park areas up the slopes 
to the west and to the north (Superior 
Hiking Trail & DWP Trail) with beginner 
and mid-level hiking loops connecting to 
the main trail network.

Kingsbury Creek

Enhanced 
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Repurpose portions of zoo exhibits as educational classrooms or 
picnic areas with small open air pavilions.

Other Features - Character Imagery

Community/ neighborhood gathering space for art fairs, festivals, etc.

Decorate the park in the winter – holiday winter walking tour

Hiking loops
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Audience: 
•	 Surrounding neighborhoods, West Duluth and greater 

Duluth residents
•	 Regional Tourism 
•	 Young families with children, extended families (family 

reunions), school groups, Boy and Girls Scouts, YMCA
•	 Evenings and weekends – half to full days’ worth of family 

and kid activities 

Income Potential:
•	 Kids Zoo (paid admission, feed the animals, special exhibits 

and events)
•	 Indoor play area (paid admission) 
•	 Outdoor Nature Play Area adjacent to Kid Zoo (paid 

admission)
•	 Concessions and vending (café in renovated main building)
•	 Rental space – private events, birthday parties, etc. (main 

building, public picnic shelters and building)
•	 Rental space – conferences, meetings, wedding receptions 

(WPA pavilion)
•	 Amphitheater – concerts/ movies in the park, weddings
•	 Equipment rental – bikes, blades, showshoes, canoes, 

kayaks (St. Louis River Orientation Center – former animal 
rescue building)

•	 Camping fees (Indian Point Campground)

Potential Partnerships:
Natural Resource Management Agencies:
•	 Minnesota Department of Natural Resource (DNR)
•	 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
•	 Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)
•	 1854 Treaty Authority

•	 Western Lake Superior Sanitary District (WLSSD)

Environmental Organizations:
•	 St. Louis River Alliance
•	 Izaak Walton League
•	 Duluth Audubon Society

•	 River Corridor Coalition

Environmental /Outdoor Education 
Nonprofits:
•	 Hartley Nature Center
•	 Hawk Ridge
•	 Wildwoods Rehab Center
•	 Great Lakes Aquarium
•	 Lake Superior Zoological Society
•	 River Corridor Coalition
•	 University of Minnesota-Duluth

•	 Proposed Kayak Bay Facility

Farming/Gardening 
Organizations:
•	 Lake Superior Botanical Society 

(native arboretum)
•	 Duluth Community Garden
•	 Lake Superior Sustainable 

Farming Association (farmer’s 
market)

Cultural Organizations:
•	 The Nordic Center (living history)
•	 St. Louis County Historical 

Society (living history)
•	 Ojibwe Communities (living 

history)



Fairmount Park / Lake Superior Zoo Visioning - City of Duluth Option #3	 4 June 2015

FAIRMOUNT PARK  -  CITY OF DULUTH OPTION #3

Project Cost: 
•	 $10,250,000
•	 Includes area north of Kingsbury Creek:

•	 Main Building
•	 Indoor Playground
•	 KidZoo
•	 Nature Play Areas
•	 Creekside Signature Park
•	 Accessible Nature Area

•	 Includes 10% contingency 

•	 Does not include Upper Terrace Picnic & Play Area
•	 Does not include Trailhead & Animal Care Center Area
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