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CITY OF DULUTH

Planning Division

DULUTH 411 W 1% St, Rm 208 * Duluth, Minnesota 55802-1197

M I NNESDODTA

Phone: 218/730.5580 Fax: 218/723-3559

STAFF REPORT
File Number [PL15-178 Contact Steven Robertson, 218-730-5295
#5;2‘:"’“0" Vacation of Platted Alley Planning Commission Date [Decembers8, 2015
Deadline Application Date November 23,2015 | 60 Days  |January 22,2016
for Action | pate Extension Letter Mailed |November25,2015 | 120 Days [March 22,2016
Location of Subject |Between 40 and 41st Avenue East, and Jay and Dodge Street
Applicant |One Roof Housing, City of Duluth Contact |Clifford Knettel, Deputy Director
Agent Julie Hillman Contact |jhillman@1roofhousing.org
Legal Description  |Seeattached
Site Visit Date November 21,2015 Sign Notice Date November 23, 2015
Neighbor Letter Date|November 25,2015 Number of Letters Sent ||57
Proposal

The applicant is proposing to vacate a approximately 400 feet of the platted right of way for the unimproved alley between 40th
and 41st Avenue East and Jay and Dodge Street.

Current Zoning

Existing Land Use

Future Land Use Map Designation

Subject  |R-1 Undeveloped (Former Citv Site) [Traditional Neiahborhood
North R-1 Residential Traditional Neighborhood
South R-1 Residential Traditional Neighborhood
East R-1 Residential Traditional Neighborhood
West R-1 Residential Traditional Neighborhood

Summary of Code Requirements (reference section with a brief description):

Vacation of public rights of way and/or easements require a Planning Commission public hearing with a recommendation to City
Council. City Council action is to approve or deny by resolution. Resolutions approving either a full or partial vacation require a
6/9's vote of the council.
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Comprehensive Plan Findings (Governing Principle and/or Policies) and Current History (if applicable):

Future Land Use - Traditional Neighborhood. Characterized by grid or connected street pattern, houses oriented with shorter
dimension to the street and detached garages, some with alleys. Limited commercial, schools, churches, and home-businesses.
Parks and open space areas are scattered through or adjacent to the neighborhood. Includes many of Duluth's older
neighborhoods, infill projects and neighborhood extensions, and new traditional neighborhood areas.

Current History: The City initially acquired this property via a condemnation plat in 1923, for “the erection of a gas tank and a unit
of the gas plat system of the city of Duluth”. In1998 the Council passed a resolution transferring this property from water and gas
to the parks and recreation department for “park and/or recreation use”. In 2014, the council passed a resolution offering the
property for sale (with support from the Parks and Recreation Commission), and also changed the future land use designation
from Recreation to Traditional Neighborhood (it was already zoned R-1).

There is a existing public water main in the "highway easement” in the northwest corner of the development. Historically the
placement of public utilities in a street easement was permissible as part of the street easement.

Discussion (use numbered or bullet points; summarize and attach department, agency and citizen comments):

-Proposal: Applicant is proposing to vacate a approximately 400 feet of the platted right of way for the unimproved alley.
-Issue/Item for Review: Vacation of the city's ability/right to use platted right of way can only be approved by City Council (via
resolution), after a public hearing is conducted, and a recommendation is made, by the Planning Commission.

1) The applicant is proposing to vacate the unimproved alley that is within Block 104 of London Addition to Duluth, which was
platted in 1871. The applicant has indicated that they will pursue a housing development project (approximately 9 new single
family homes) next year. The applicant has submitted a second zoning application (PL15-177, Minor Subdivision) along with this
application, to be heard at the December 2015 Planning Commission meeting.

2) Applicant owns (along with the City) all the private property directly adjacent to and abutting the proposed right of way to be
vacated. The vacation would not impact any other private property owners.

3) This vacation, if approved, will not deprive any currently platted lots of access to a public right of way, and will not result in any
dead-ends.

4) Staff believe this portion of right of way is not and will not be needed for the safe and efficient circulation of automobiles,
trucks, bicycles or pedestrians or the efficient supply of utilities or public services in the City; the portion of the right of way is not
and will not be needed to provide pedestrian or recreational access to the water; and the public right of way is not otherwise
needed to promote the public health, safety or welfare of the citizens of Duluth,

5) No public, agency, or City comments were received. There are no existing city underground utilities in the platted street right
of way.

6) Vacations are approved by the City Council via a resolution. Vacations lapse unless a plat showing the vacation is recorded with
the county recorder within 90 days after final approval. The Duluth City Clerk facilitates the recording process.

Staff Recommendation (include Planning Commission findings, i.e., recommend to approve):

Based on the above findings, Staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend approval of the partial vacation of the
street public right of way, without conditions.

Attachments (aerial photo with zoning; future land use map; site plan; copies of correspondence)
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