Biography

Andreas Ruud Larsen was born on January 21st, 1876 in the county of Hedmark in Norway. He was
trained as an interior designer, but later moved to Nuremberg, Germany to study painting, drawing and
design. Larsen also lived for a period in France before moving to New York in 1903.

In 1909, Larsen was hired to head the art glass department of the Minneapolis glass and paint company
Forman, Ford and Company. He worked there for fourteen years before deciding to establish his own
company with Edward Gertsch in 1923. While working for Forman, Ford and Co. Larsen remained
involved in the Minneapolis art community. Several of his paintings were featured in local and national
exhibitions between 1911 and 1925.

Larsen’s stained glass work was distinctive among his contemporaries due to his habit of creating

smaller scenes constructed of small sections of colored glass, often with red and blue dominating his
color scheme. This practice had fallen out of favor among many of his contemporaries both in the U.S.
and in Norway, but experienced a revitalization around the same time that Larsen was creating his
commercial work. His work has similar influences to the work of Louis Tiffany (1848-1943). He also had
a professional association with the most famous stained glass maker of the time, Mr. Charles J. Connick
(1875-1945) of Boston, MA.

Larsen ran the Andreas R. Larsen Stained and Leaded Glass Company successfully until his death on
December 15, 1942. His was survived by his wife, Sigrid, who sold a number of sketches, drawings,
books, pictures and samples of Mr. Larsen’s work to the Athenaeum in 1943.

In 2000, some of Larsen’s sketches were selected for exhibition by the Minnesota Historical Society for
their exhibit Vandringer: Norwegian-American Painters in Minnesota, 1870-1970. This exhibition took
place from April 1, 2000 until October 15, 2000 at the James J. Hill House Art Gallery.

Collection Description

The collection consists of four boxes and a map drawer. Box 1 contains biographical information and
documents about the stained glass windows as well as the use of the sketches in an exhibit in 2000. Box
2 and 3 contain sketches of stained glass windows. Box 4 contains small pieces of stained glass. The map
drawer contains oversized sketches of stained glass windows.
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Andreas R. Larsen
Stained and Leaded Glass

3005-3007 Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis

NHeverber 7, 1927,

Fatrer Y. Zucchi
3t. Peter's Cathclic Church
Duluth, #innescta.

Desr Tather Zucchi:

Our wan will arrive
in Duluth cn Thursdsy merning te install
yeour windew. I hepe everything will be
ready sc he can gc right te weork with tre
setting.

A}

Very sincerely ycurs,

AF.L/G e Sreat ,&N\ Cepdae. .



Andreas R. Larsen
Stained and Leaded Glass

3005-3007 Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis

Hovenber 22, 1927.

Father B. Zucchi
3t Peter's Catholie Church
Daluth, Minnegota.

Dear TFather Zucchi:

I arm sure thut by this time you
have the sketches, which I by wistake stated
were encloesed in letter, but wewe wnalled
under separate cecver. The diwmengicons cof the
lanterns will be 14" by 24", Ye will wail
you teoday under Separate cover a tracing of
shape. of lanltern, and alsec a plece of the
zlass that 1s te be used.

One cof the swnll square panels
will bhe hinged, soc you can replace bulbs'
if necessary. Tc get these lanterns out on
time, it will be well to crder then as sceon
as nessible.

I aw on jury duty this week, and
have hardly no time tec deo things I want teo
de iv the business. I find it irpessidle to
come sreund and see clients, and make necess-
ary ccllecticms this week, and if it is pess-
ible for you te wail wme the remainder of the
pay for the big windew, it wéwld help me
wenderfully . If net pessible, please let we
know, sc L wmay try tc wake cther cellecticns.

Very sincerely ycurs,

A. R. Larsen .
Stained & Leaded Ulass

L
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Andreas R. Larsen
Stained and Leaded Glass

3005-3007 Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis

December 5, 1927.

Tather Bs Zucchd
St . Peter'a Church
Duluth, :‘innescta. .

Dear Father Zucchi:

I “ave your letter of Decesber 3d
fer which I thunk you. I shall be glad te
de my best in fellewing ycur instructlions
a5 fur os :cssible with the Fesurrection
window. I have bheen on jury duty fer the
last twe weeks,snd could be in the cffice
but very 1little; fer that reasen, I wrote
yon regnrding the check fer §200.00 due
Ffrom the big windew,snd as I understeed
freqm your letter yeu woeuld wall it to me
last week, I depended cn that and am new
up sgainst it.You wention a term cf three
wcoths fer the 1ast window.That 1s impess-
ible - I wade a price sc lcw on these win-
dews that I cannct wait fer wy weney.There
is no glass heouse in the U.S. or Canada
that gives terms cf three weonths anymere
unless prearrsanged - thirty days 1is the
1imit. Dent you see I wust pay fer the
glass in thirty days, laber is paid cash
every Saturday. How then can I wait three
e epths fer my returps? I aw giving yeu
this werlt at such clesewargins that when
I am threugh with the whele thing 1 have
not encugh left to pay interest on the
meney I wust borrow in order tofwdit three
wenths fer my pay. I aw better off doing
necthing than that.

We are coming fine with your win-
dew,and in order tc get these twe windows
cut en time,have started the beorders on the
secend window. gou will find ccpy cof inscript-
ieng fer Fesurrecticn windew - if net cerrecs,
please netify.

MFS. ROCHIFLE PICHETITI
IN MEJIORY OF LOUIS J. PICHEITI
Sincerely yours.

ATL/G (/W W %



Andreas R. Larsen
Stained and Leaded Glass

3005-3007 Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis

April 14, 1928,

Eev. B. Zucchi _
St . Peter's Cathelic Church
Duluth, Minnegota.

Dear Father Zucchi:

I have your letter of
April 12th with enclosed check. Thank you .

We shall start the cartoon for the
Visitation window, and bear in mind your
remarks. When spring comes, and I can make
a trip to Daluth, I shall look over your
windows and see if anything can be done
with the Resurrection window. If you are
coming down to the City, I shall be glad
to meet you and take you arcund.

Very sincerely yours,

arl/g )/§f2?7””’
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Andreas R. Larsen
Stained and Leaded Glass

3005-3007 Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis

May 18, 1928.

Rev. B. Zucchi
Saint Peter's Catholic Church
Duluth, llinnesota.

. Dear Father Zucchi:

We have been working on
a job which has required a great deal more
work than we ever anticipated, and as it is
a contract job, we have been working day
and night to get it out on time. As a re-
sult of this, we have had very little time
to werk on anything else, but we are now
ready to go to work on your window and hepe
to have it ready for yocu scon.

Very sincerely yours,

7

)

;/./
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arl/g




Andreas R. Larsen
Stained and Leaded Glass

3005-3007 Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis

June 1,1928.

Rev. B. Zucchi
3t . Peter's Cathelic Church
Duluth, Minnesota.

Dear Father Zucchi:

We are now werking on
the Visitation window for your Church,
and are getting along fine. We have the
8ize of the ventilator fer the center
panel as ten inches, but do not know if
this is the size of the glass cr the
ventilator. If this is the glass size,
will mou please send us the measurement
of the ventilator ?

Could you alsec let us know the size
cf the stop that separates the leaded
glass frowm the storm glass. Thanking you,

we are
Very sincerely yours,
A.R. lLarsen,
Stained & Leaded Glass
eg g



Duluth, Hiamegote.
M 15‘5139' 1928'»

Awdrens Re larsen, -
S005 Hennepin Aves, : : .
Hinnenpolif Him,
Uy dear Bir 3 . .

This iw to agknowledge reseipt of your letber of
Juss 14th, 1988, regarding ventilater foi staimeduglase
 wisdow which you are furnishing for our Ohureh,

We have gone over this matter thorely and have
deelded that we de nel desiré the double ventilator, Theree
fors, kindly furniwh the vingle ventilater u shown on ouy
trasing, whish we ¢n¢lese hevewith, Plemse note ihat we
- have ghecked the dimension guentioned by your Gempanys

As the donor of this windew has ealled several
times offering paymext for the wuaaw, we wéulé ba pleased
to have you rush same, that it may ho M&Qﬁ at the va‘y
oarlisnt 49:&0 pesaibles g gt ' :

Thanking you ey ye\tr gincore :Wsweﬁ in %his u%téﬁ
Yeuri rery teuly;

Pawbory



Andreas R. Lafsen

Stained and Leaded Glass

3005-7 Hennepin Avenue So.
Minneapolis

Tebrusry 19, 1920,

Feverend B. Zucehi
Saint Peter's Cathelic Church

Duluth, Vinnesetsa.

Dear Father Zucchi:

We wish to thank you
for ycur order for the Ascension Window.
In order to assure you of its ingtallaticen
befere Faster, we have nlready started on
the detail drawings, accerding te your in-
structiong, and féelisure that we shall be
able te make you a beautiful window fre-—

this.

Very sincerely vours,

ARL/g : e e &
k.//‘- e



Andreas R. Larsen

Stained and Leaded Glass

]

3005-7 Hennepin Avenue So. liay 31 1929,
Minneapolis

Rev. B. Zvcchi
St . Peter's Church
10 Flevent Ave. W.
Duluth,linn.

Dear Father Zucchi:

You will please find under separate cover two
sketches, one for each of the two windows you ordered
on May 21th. I thank you very much fer the order and if
we have not quite reached what you hadhtin mind please
glve instructions. You may have an ldea for the tops
of these windows,the two swall panels in each window.

I do not know 1f we have quite reached what I wouild
like to see ir there.

I have net had tRime e go te Duluth yet but
expect to be there next whkek,bvt de net walte for me

with the Sketches becouse we need all time we may have
for the execution of the Work.

Very sincerely youes,

.



KEN. 6343 KEN. 6343

Andreas R. Larsen : Andreas R. Larsen
Stained and Leaded Glass : i : " Stained and Leaded Glass
3005-3007 Hennepin Ave. 3005-3007 Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis Minneapolis
soLpTOo Jt. Peter's Italian Church soLpTo 3t . Pete?s Italian Church
Duluth, inn. Duluth, ilinnescta
JOB NO. YOUR ORDER NO. DATE s . 14 ; 1690 JOB NO. YOUR ORDER NO. U}HH»VH»»Q-H H NH ; H @M@
Inveice Ziarch 27,1929 Twe :lemerial Windows §250,{0 each

P =
» 7,50

Tet $ 500,C0

=
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Andreas R. Larsen
Stained and Leaded Glass

3005-3007 Hennepin Avenue So.

Minneapolis ‘m'"r'ly " Dl N 1 9 Z)O
Pev. B. Zucchi
10 KElevenith Ave. V.
ituth,

Desr Futher Zucchi:

We wailed you a few days age - couple ef gletches for the Baptistery
but forcet Lo let youl Tnow hew much yen would bave to pay for then.
We will nake theee windows for yrn for & 75.00 each, #$150.00 for the
twe windows, It i1g nc use to tell you that thig is a exeer“inmal low price
because you will say it 1g te hish anyhow, but never the less that 1is

what 1% is. Your big wind~w is cowing nlong fine. Pleage let we know '
aboul thése gmal11l windows go we may be able to set thew st the same
tlre we in=tall the the big window.

Sincevely Feute, WMV/

Andreas R. Larsen
Stained and Leaded Glass

B

3005-3007 Hennepin Avenue So. 5
Minneapolis June 2 s 1935

Rev. B. Zucchi
10 Fleventn Ave. W.
Duluth, Hinn,

Desr Father Zucchi:

The window 13 now readf for shipwent as Socn as we get the
Ventilators from Chicage, hut I would 1ike to ask you to be kind
enough te check over again the size of the long panels,the other
large window above the altar were 100" long and you gave ng a
size of 98" long We can be prepaired to change it up there, but
if it is posible to aveid sc deing it will be a let betre, may be
the front window is sherter. Will you kindley answear at once
becsuse we expect tec be able te have the windoew in this week.

e W %ﬂw




KEN. 6343

{5 ML

.| KEN. 6343
Andreas R. Larsen Andreas R. Larsen
Stained and Leaded Glass ” Stained and Leaded Glass
3005-3007 Hennepin Ave. 3005-3007 Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis ; Minneapolis

SOLD TO St . Peters Italian Church |
Eight Ave. W. and Th ird Street _
Duluth, iHinn. ﬂ

sopTo St. Peters Catholic Church
8 Ave. W. 3rd 3 reet

; Duluth.

JOB NO. YOUR ORDER NO. pate April,i11 .H@@Q et YOUR ORDER NO. DATE June O-HOGO
Four windows installed in St. Peters Italian ¢( ic window avove entrance $ 500,00
Church a $250.00 for each window . %MM w.mu. Ventilators 14,00 each 28 .00

; $1000,00 . —————— i
Four double douvle Ventilators 4 528,00
installed for § 12,00 each : 48,00 3

D - -y - wo o~ wn o o

£1048,00

, &%@ y /950 350 °%
g

; ?@\3%3
g&bﬁ«\s .

oCoce . TF 5 22




KEN. 6343

Andreas R. Larsen
Stained and Leaded Glass

.

3005-3007 Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis

SOLD TO St . Peters Church
Duluthn, Minn.
JOB NO. YOUR ORDER NO.

pare July 14,1930

KEN. 6348
Andreas R. Larsen
Stained and Leaded Glass
3005-3007 Em.ﬁ:m_uw_ Ave.
Minneapolis
SOLD TO St . Peterts Church
Duluth Minn.
JOB NO. YOUR ORDER NO.

paTE July 31,193

Bill rendered April 11th 1930

Recelved April 15th by
" June 17th _ n

Balance due

Rooored wiJ [ Lle

$ 1048,00

350 .00
300 .00

& 398,00

2L 00
e

\~wwam\x

For two windows in Baptistery
8§ 75.00 each

$ 150.00



KEN. 6343

Andreas R. Larsen
Stained and Leaded Glass

]

3005-3007 Hennepin Ave.
Minneapolis
SOLD TO St . Peters Cathelic Church
Duluth Minn.

JOB NO. YOUR ORDER NO. DATE OCt .4 ’ 1930

Blance of Inveice June 9,103%0

301 .00
@/Q,M:/a (}mﬁ(— ‘2§ o t_} =

Bilpe® Leee = (0199
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Andreas R. Larsen

Stained and Leaded Glass

]

3005-7 Hennepin Avenue So.
Minneapolis Nov.26,1930

RPev. B. Zucchi
10 Flevehth Ave. V.
Duluth, Minn.

De=+ Father Zncchi:

It ia allready over = wmonth since I vecelwed veur
1a3t check fer §200.00 and with the request fer the
grall plague feor your hazsar, I ~shenld have mailed you
ene long age, but we are very busy with a job that got
tc be ready in the Church v Pew. 7th and I had in mind
to make you a 1itle nlaque, but yev mar vent te use it
now before Chrigtwas sc I am fending vou cone under Separah
ccver, this ene is sold for 15.00 never less, if we can
not get that we ¥eep them fer they are very much in vegue
new incerted in leanded glass 1 finer howeg, iT we ke
one of tMis sepurate for hanging in window we get 20.00
n plece. I give you the price on thisg seo you have a gulde
for pricing 4t at the Bazaar. I will prebably glve you
anotmer later for =mn other hazany if this me gees geed.

If it is pealble fer rou to wail me your check for
the remalning part,deducting reur exgress bill I shall X;
appregiste it yreutly. I have a let of work under '
construction ris™h new but am abseclutly up ngainst it with
money Lo cuyy on the work 30 I om agking =11 Mwere 1 have

4 Cew dellars cemning and am in hope 1+ will be prsible
for then Lo ]‘931')Oﬂdv

Very sincerely yours,

QRS



Andreas R. Larsen

Stained and Leaded Glass

3005-7 Hennepin Avenue So.
, Minneapolis Jan. 27.1931
Rev. B« Zucchil ; ;
10 Fleventh Ave. W.
Duluth, Minne.

Dear Father Zucchi:

Hope you are énjoying the same fine summer weather we
are having here and that this year will bring you a lot of
good.

In going over the books I find that 1 have not carried
on the books the two baptistry windows whithowe installed
in the end of July,but I gave you a Bill for thew for
150.00, so the remaining part you owe me now is 251.00
less the fright bill you have against me. If it is
posible for you to do something for me this week it will
be greatly appresiated and if it is imposible for you to
do anything please let me know 80 I may see what I can
do somewhere else .before satdirday. If the wweather ceeps
up this way for a while longer I may go to Duluth and
if so will call on you. :

Following is the 1ist we billed you for last year:
April 11th 1930 4 windows & 250 .00 each 1000.00

4 Ventilators 48 .00
June 9th i 1 big window 500 .00
2 Ventilators 28 .00
July 3lst 2 Baptigtry Windows 150 .00
Total
Received from You:
April 15th 1930 350 .00
June 17th " 300 .00
July 16th " 225.00
Aug. 1st " 200.00 2ol
" 15h " 200.00 \rf
October 23rd" 200 .00
1475 .00 ; v
“‘7- Iy P7s 1726 .00
Gl 1475 .00

AT T eeemaaees e
Balance due now 251 .00

5 51
- AR s e o
3757 -
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Andreas R. Larsen

> Stained and Leaded Glass

]

3005-7 Hennepin Avenue So.
Minneapolis Aug.4,1931

Rev. B. Zucchi
10 Elevent Ave. W.
Duluth, Minn.

Dezr Father Zucchi:

How are you in these warm Summer days, I was in
Duluth a Cfple of weeks ago and Stept in to say halloo,
but you had gone up to the Iron Range for the day,

We had been up to Two Harbors and came back again kkxm
thru the Sweet Clover field Valley and had a most

delightful trip.

How is everything in Duluth,would it ve posible for
you to help me out with something for Saturday, if you
can 1 will appreciate it very much, please write me
anyhow because I mugt make gome arrangements for the
end of the week how I am going te I dont know. We
have work but every thing is tyed up in half done
work and in such shape that I can not go ahd ask for
£er any money on any of it for a couple of weeks yet.

Please see what you can do ,if you caft it can net
be helpt but it would de me & lot of good right mow.

Sincerely yours,

e Lo



