
Community Development Online Forum 

 1A)  What is the most pressing housing need in Duluth today? 

The Community Development Division held a public online forum from Monday, May 10th, 2010 through 
Friday, May 21st, 2010.  The following questions were posted for the public to respond to: 

 Rental housing rehabilitation 
 Home-owner housing rehabilitation 
 Home weatherization 
 New homeownership 
 Rental assistance 
 Other 

Please select one and explain your answer. 
 

 1B)  What are your ideas for decreasing the housing cost burden for individuals and families? 
 
 2A)  What public facility improvements or additions would help your neighborhood?  (example: handicap 

accessibility, new playground equipment)  Please identify need and explain. 
 

 2B)  Central and East Hillside are divided by 6th Avenue East.  What could be done to make a safer passage 
for pedestrians?  

 
 3A) Which of the following are critical basic needs that Duluth should focus on? Please explain your answer. 

 Healthcare 
 Access to food/meals 
 Access to housing 
 Other 

 
 3B) In Duluth, what aspect of economic development needs more attention? Please explain your answer. 

 Job opportunities 
 Job training 
 Small business assistance 
 Other 
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Question 
ID

Date Name
Address

Neighborhood

Comment

1A 5/11/10 Jeff Corey
1925 Jefferson St
Endion

We need to continue to address the increasing number of homes that are being foreclosed upon in Duluth. Many of 
these homes need lots of work and will contribute to blight and neighborhood disinvestment if not addressed soon.  
Another need is redevelopment of substandard rental housing. Too many people are paying too much of their 
incomes to live in substandard rental housing. We, as a community, need to take advantage of the market we are in 
to address these properties at this time.

1A 5/11/10 Deanne Westermann
1306 N Central Ave
Denfeld

I think that rehabilitation work on the older owner occupied housing stock is the most important need. A huge 
percentage of our city's housing stock was built prior to 1950 and in many neighbhorhoods the housing may all have 
been built prior to 1930. With the median incomes in our community and the median housing prices, many average 
homeowners cannot afford to do the major repairs that their older homes really need. Also, well maintained homes 
create more stable communities with lower crime (broken window theory).

1A 5/11/10 Sarah Priest
519 N 27th Ave W
Lincoln Park

Duluth's housing needs are vast and varied. I think that a better defined housing path from homelessness to 
homeownership and beyond is needed. I want to see better coordination between providers and more of an effort at 
helping to move folks along the housing spectrum/ continuum. We need to help people be successful in all aspects 
living- be it rental, homeownership pursuit, or homeownership preservation. A major concern specific to Duluth is 
the relative age of our housing stock. We live in older homes that need constant attention and continued investment 
for both rental and homeownership residents. Just like we have some incentives and/or supports to help citizens 
become homeowners, we need similar incentives and/or supports to help these new homeowners improve and/ or 
repair their property. And sometimes we might just need aggressive marketing of coordinated services to make sure 
that our message and availability of services/programs are being known within the community.

1A 5/11/10 Jim Soderberg
1405 E. 9th St
East Hillside

#1A - Housing subsidies or subsidized housing to address housing needs of very low-income families. #1B - Couple 
subsidies with expectations on the part of households to achieve greater income stability (i.e., SSI or employment) 
and to be able to document efforts to this end.
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1A 5/12/10 Kira Kallberg
1106 96th Ave. W
Gary

QUestion 1A: I think that much of the rental housing in Duluth is aged, worn and in disrepair. I think that rental rehab 
is needed to revitalize these neighborhoods. People who are renting these units are often working at low wage jobs 
and are not able to afford higher rents for an updated energy efficient rental located in newer neighborhoods. These 
same people are paying steep rent for those very apartments that need work. These days the trend has been for 
landlords to shift the costs of utilities to the tenant and no longer include them with the rent. This leaves them more 
susceptible to financial crisis as the utilities are usually higher in these older rental units that are in disrepair. This 
condition alone creates an additional need for rental assistance programs for lower income people as they are not 
able to afford the rent and the utilities combined.

1A 5/12/10 Pamela
2615 W 3rd St
Lincoln Park

HOME-OWNER REHABILITATION is the most pressing need as far as the Cith of Duluth's involvement in HOUSING is 
concerned, with priority given to those who plan to do weatherization rehab. Rental Rehab is important but 
secondary, as these owners make a profit off the property and should dedicate a portion of the profit to 
upkeep/weatherization. All funds dedicated to RENTAL properties should have extra requirements or be otherwise 
prioritiezed according to whether the owners participate in low-income rental programs and appropriate practices as 
well as have a track record of keeping their properties up to code, with no verified complaints relating to either area 
(physical upkeep or discrimination of any kind). Please let loan organizations deal with facilitating new home owner-
ship, and social service organizations deal with rental assistance.

1A 5/12/10 Durbin Keeney Truth be known all of them.  We need money in large bills and small ones, but that is not likely.  The reality is we 
need a mix of all, because as someone said this morning at the "Y" (and it was not me) What most of Duluth needs is 
an extreme makeover.  

1A 5/12/10 Sarah Hannigan
Endion

As foreclosure rates across the City continue to rise, the City should to continue to dedicate resources to foreclosure 
recovery (acquisition, rehab and resale of foreclosed units to owner-occupants). 

1A 5/12/10 Sarah Hannigan
Endion

Rental housing rehab is also a concern, as landlords are often reluctant to keep up their units in the declining housing 
market conditions. 

1A 5/13/10 Glenn Dallmann
1314 N 56th Ave W
Denfeld

The answer to #1 is not just adequate housing but also affordability. First of all I believe resources should be put into 
rehabilitating the current stock of housing. It's good stewardship and often keeps prices in reach of tenents/owners 
over new development. Rental housing prices in Duluth to accomodate a family are higher than most mortgages. Yet 
many famies don't make enough to have a downpayment on a mortgage. Programs like Northern Communites Land 
Trust and Neighborhood Housing Services are lifesavers and should be supported and promotted. Without programs 
such as these my family and others would be forced to live in either sub-standard or inadequate housing. Now we're 
able to contribute to our community through being responsible homeowners.
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1A 5/13/10 Tina Riley
4326 W 8th St

1A) I think that there are many pressing needs related to housing in Duluth, but rental housing rehabilitation, 
weatherization, and rental assistance should be a top priority. Rental assistance is difficult to acquire, especially for 
low-income people with multiple barriers. These people are in the most need but are often not eligible for rental 
assistance due to the policies and procedures in place at these agencies. Waiting lists for Section 8 and Public 
Housing programs are extremely long, leaving those most in need very vulnerable to crisis. While they are waiting for 
a subsidy, they rent an apartment that they cannot afford and in some cases, end of getting evicted, creating 
additional problems since now there is a bad landlord reference. There is also a need to continue funding transitional 
housing and other supportive housing programs as this allows some of these people time and support to reduce or 
eliminate barriers to housing stability. Providing additional funding for rental rehabilitation and weatherization are 
also important. It seems that more and more landlords are making tenants pay utilities without lowering rent and in 
some cases rents still increased! By rehabilitating older rental units and doing more weatherization projects will 
decrease the cost of utilities, saving tenants money. 

1A & 1B 5/12/10 Jodi Slick
113 W 7th St
Central Hillside

I am a property owners in the Central Hillside neighborhood. I believe that the most pressing housing need in the 
community is the affordability of safe, healthy, efficient homes. I believe that addressing our aging housing stock 
through rehabilitation is important, but should have energy efficiency measures incorporated during the 
rehabilitation process.  As a tool to assist families afford housing (both rental and ownership), and a means of 
keeping dollars in our local economy, weatherization activities are key.

1B 5/11/10 Sarah Priest
519 N 27th Ave W
Lincoln Park

I'd like to see more affordable rental units developed in Duluth. With competition, private companies and landlords 
will be forced to lower their rates. I've heard many cases of people moving to homeownership and finding that their 
mortgage is now about $100 cheaper than rent. Not everyone is ready for, nor wants to be a homeowner, so we 
must look comparatively at Duluth's rental rates to that of similarly sized and populated communities and ask why 
our rates are so much higher??

1B 5/12/10 Kira Kallberg
1106 96th Ave. West
Gary

Question 1B: Some Ideas to lower the housing cost burden for people are: 1.Cap rents/Rent control 2.Livable wage 
3.Weatherization / rehab 4.Rental Assistance 5.Tax breaks to landlords who choose lower rents 6.Reduce utility costs

1B 5/12/10 Rosemary E. Hampton
228 N 2nd Ave E
Central Hillside

It is difficult to improve financially when HUD takes 30% of your income as it rises. There is a very treacherous step 
between living in HUD housing and being able to afford housing outside of HUD. Living in HUD housing makes it 
almost impossible to be able to save enough money to live outside of HUD housing as one's income rises.
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1B 5/12/10 Durbin Keeney The real answer is to create private sector jobs that will provide enough income to afford housing at all levels.  We 
have a well trainined work force, but not jobs that can sustain most individuals let alone a family.  It is a Catch 22 
housing and jobs both needed, and not enough of each with no prospect of a answer to either.

1B 5/12/10 Sarah Hannigan
Endion

1B. Home weatherization and energy efficiency improvements on the city's housing stock (rental and owner-
occupied; affordable and not) can decrease the housing cost burden for individuals and families across the city, and 
across the economic spectrum. 

1B 5/13/10 Tina Riley
4326 W 8th St

2B) There are many things that can be done, or at least tried, to decrease the housing cost burden for people. For 
instance, examine the systemic barriers in place related to Section 8 and Public/Private subsidized housing programs. 
Often their policies prevent the most in need access to affordable housing. I think that tax breaks for landlords who 
keep rents at fair market (or even below fair market) would be helpful and a great incentive for landlords. Rental 
units need to be weatherized and rehabilitated to reduce utility costs and make our neighborhoods more appealing. 
Affordable housing should be located throughout the city so that low-income folks are not restricted to certain areas 
of town. I think the city should reexamine the 2,000 buffer to restrict sex offenders from living near schools, 
churches, and daycare centers……….could that be a fair housing issue? At the very least this new ordinance will 
create homelessness. 

2A 5/14/10 Beth Austin
117 Parkland Ave
Chester Park

In Chicago there are neighborhood workout facilities. They may have a pool, weight room, and aerobic classes. 
Because they are located close (within one's neighborhood)they get used. This would improve everyone's health. I 
also think that Skyline Drive is used quite a bit by runners and bikers. It is not the safest or easiest road to navigate 
with a stroller. Making street improvements to Skyline Drive would impact more than just Chester Park.

2A 5/16/10 Vernita Clinton
15205 18th Ave N #201
Central Hillside

I believe the children need a water park. Every city has one to keep the children busy in the summer or else you will 
have alot of children getting into trouble.The idle mind is the devil's playground.So you choose! The children our 
future please remember that!

2A 5/16/10 Dennis Hansen
4284 Kingston Road
Rice Lake Township

Thank you for listening
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2A &2B 5/18/10 Dave Schaeffer
Chester Park

2A. Full maintenance of the parks systems. I would happily pay higher taxes if I knew that the money would go to 
parks and youth programming. 2B. I used to live right at the corner of 10th Street and 5th ave. East. Crossing 6th 
avenue east at 9th street was not too difficult, and all issues were due to drivers error. However, there are no 
crossing areas between 4th street and 9th street. I see kids running across all the time, and it is unlikely they will go 3 
blocks up or down the hill to cross. I think safety would be improved by adding a traffic light/crosswalk somewhere 
else in the middle of that stretch. It would also keep cars from driving 45 in a 30. 

3A 5/19/10 Amy
1200 N 8th Ave E
Hillside

critical basic needs: healthcare and education and youth programming. Education is a basic need b/c if a child is 
poorly educated their access to opportunities as an adult are limited and often results in reliance on public 
assistance. Youth programming furthers our childrens education, decreases crime, and provides support for parents.

3A 5/20/10 Kathy Bogen
501 E. 11th St
East Hillside

Quality Out-of-School-Time programs for children and youth continue to be a pressing need in our community. The 
guidance, positive relationships with adult role models and peers, and academic/life skills that are developed in these 
programs are an invaluable investment in the future of our youth, most especially for those who would not 
otherwise be able to access these safe and nurturing environments. The struggles that families experience due to 
poverty and life-changing events can really take a toll on children's lives. Our community's Youth-serving agencies 
offer the support and resources that can help children thrive in spite of difficult circumstances over which they have 
little control.

3A 5/20/10 Cheryl Skafte
430 N 84th Ave W
Norton Park

The items above are important priorities, however there is one critical issue left off the list. While it may not be 
viewed traditionally as a "basic need," supporting youth in our commuity is vital for our prosperity. The youth 
development programs in Duluth provide youth many of their basic needs and more. These programs provide a safe, 
warm place to be afterschool. They connect youth and families with resources and support. They provide access to 
mentors and positive adults. Many programs provide even food and meals to youth. These programs educate, 
support, and advocate for youth - and research shows over and over when we invest in youth and education we will 
see a return on that investment. Ensuring that youth developement programs are protected also goes to the second 
question. Today's youth are tomorrow's business leaders. Giving our youth access to quality programs today sets the 
stage for a bright tomorrow. Not only for them but for all of Duluth.
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3A 5/20/10 Lindsey Molstad
4963 Maxwell Rd
Lakewood

I really feel that our city needs to focus on opportunities for our youth. I love programs such as the YMCA programs, 
Boys and Girls Club, Valley Youth Center, Woodland Community Center, parks and rec., etc. It's great to have 
opportunities available for low income families or simply families looking for a way for their children to safely 
connect with other kids in their neighborhoods and community. There are so many skills gained, self esteem built, 
and core values taught. It is really my belief that it takes a village to raise a child and we have an obligation to our 
youth to provide a strong village. By investing in youth and youth programming we are helping to provide our 
community with stronger, smarter, more positive citizens.

3A 5/20/10 Ty Watkins
224 N 2nd Ave E #816
Rainbow Center/Tri-
Towers

I think the Rainbow should get funding for the outstanding work they do in the community. I live close to the rainbow 
center and use their many resources that they have. I like the convenience, also the staff are extra friendly and 
knowledgable about many thing about the community. In my oppinion they are more than deserving for this grant. 
Thank you for your consieration and time in this matter.

3A 5/20/10 Dave Schaeffer
Chester Park

I think that youth programming is a major priority. Parents who are struggling to get by generally do not have good 
options for child care and out of school child development. The youth agencies provide that. Many provide basic 
needs such as meals for a child, and also give them a safe place to go when parents are at work. I also believe that 
Duluth residents need additional supports for affordable housing option- that could be assistance to ownership or 
affordable rental options. 

3A 5/21/10 Jillian Godfrey
2133 W 10th St
Lincoln Park

We need to put the focus back on our community's children through youth development programs. In times like 
these were every cent counts, our kids need a safe, welcoming place, to learn and grow now more than ever. Some 
of these kids don't have anywhere to go after school. Providing our children with youth development programs 
provides them with adults that care about them and friends to share with in a structured, safe environment. 
Investing in our children is investing in our future.

3A 5/21/10 Tanisha Lee
1321 E 1st St
East Hillside

The many community programs that we have in Duluth are essential to the education and social networking that our 
children need. Some parents more than others rely on these programs. Please do not cut these life saving programs. I 
have witnessed and participated with the wonderful people that help coordinate these programs. What a wonderful 
bunch. Please lets do whatever we can to keep them going.

3A 5/21/10 Jodie Cope
Chester Park

As a parent of a young child, I see positive activities for youth as the number one priority. When youth have 
somewhere safe to go that will help them develop into positive adults, it allows parents to work to support the 
family with less worry, knowing that positive adults are with their children. 
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3A 5/26/10 Madonna Ohse 
Riverside

I am writing to submit input for the development of priorities for Community Development funding of Federal Fiscal 
Year 2011 projects. Please include this information in your consideration. I think it is a priority to 1.restore funding to 
youth programs (including youth 12-18)and staffing at our neighborhood centers and through community-wide 
programs and events - it is vital to keep youth engaged in positive growth activities 2.restore funding for summer 
lunch programs for our youth-it is essential as this may be the only decent meal some may have in a day 3. restore 
funding for the Duluth Public Libraries, providing service at all branches-it is critical to make available a place and 
resources for learning as individuals and as a community.  Thank you for your genuine concern and efforts to 
continue strengthening our community. 

3B 5/18/10 Lincoln Park Business 
Group
102 S 29th Ave W, Suite 
201
Lincoln Park

The LPBG supports creating jobs through developing new businesses. The LPBG Business Loan Fund will provide low-
to-moderate income entrepreneurs increased opportunities to open their own businesses within the boundaries of 
Lincoln Park. The program is designed to encourage business development in an area with abundant vacant 
commercial properties. Filling these spaces with businesses would create jobs, but it would also remove blight from 
the community. A property with a tenant presents a more inviting environment than vacant storefronts do. Secondly, 
we have infrastructure needs. Our streetlight poles are dangerously mounted and most of the electrical outlets don't 
work. Moreover, we only have decorative streetlight poles from Garfield Ave to 22nd Ave W. We need these poles 
expanded down Superior Street to Carlton Avenue. This will increase lighting and safety. Lastly, our sidewalks are in 
terrible shape and unsafe to walk on. We need new sidewalks from 22nd Ave to Carlton. Thank you!

3B 5/21/10 Todd Torvinen
2305 W Superior St
Lincoln Park

We are remodeling a building to relocate our corporate offices from Canal Park bringing 40 employees to LP. The 
sidewalks are in terrible and unsafe shape - cracks, unlevel surfaces, deteriorated curbs, no lighting, etc. This 
infrastructure needs to be upgraded ASAP if the City desires other businesses to take the chance to locate in LP and 
continue the momentum from Clyde and the LPBG's efforts. This is critical to future development and an unsafe 
condition needing remedy. Thank you for your consideration.
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